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NEW KENSINGTON, Pa. – The Penn State New Kensington Science Club will be working in conjunction with PennDOT 
and the municipality of Penn Hills to improve some local roadways and landscapes.  The event will take place both on 
April 3 and April 17 from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m., and food and drink will be provided for all of those who participate.

The program is intended to make the community more striking, educate citizens of surrounding communities, and at-
tract neighboring communities to the environment in which they live.  The areas of focus are the entry to Penn Hills, 
Verona, and the City of Pittsburgh, which can be viewed when traveling along Allegheny River Boulevard.
 
There are four phases included in this process that students will be taking part in. 

Phase one includes student volunteers picking up garbage and broken branches, cutting grass and bushes, raking 
leaves, cleaning up debris, and also taking part in other gardening projects. 

Phase two involves students assisting in unloading trucks, digging holes for new plants, watering those plants, and 
wheeling items from place to place. 

Phase three involves students assisting in educating local schools on the environment and their impact on the environ-
ment. 

Phase four engages students with the garden association after the project is complete by having them weed flower-
beds, rake leaves, and pick up trash occasionally. 

For more information on joining the Science Club and participating in the Allegheny River Boulevard Scenic Outlook 
Project, contact either Project Liaison Andrew Holodnik at avh5084@psu.edu, or Science Club President Brittny Loges-
ky at bnl5030@psu.edu.  

(More photos on back cover.)§

Science Club Seeks Participants for Environmental Project

By Andrew V. Holodnik

One of the unique areas with elaborate masonry work 
and flower beds  (Photo: Andrew V. Holodnik)

Water fountain on the outlook in Verona 
(Photo: Andrew V. Holodnik)
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PSNK Raises Record-Breaking Funds for THON

By Gretchen Toy

STATE COLLEGE, Pa. – Penn State New Kensington students 
cheered in the Bryce Jordan Center on Feb. 21 when the 
final THON total of $7,838,054.36 was revealed.

This total is the result of a yearlong effort by Penn State 
students to raise money for the Four Diamonds Fund. The 
fund provides monetary help to families of children who 
suffer from pediatric cancer. 

With the guidance of chairperson Deanna Mazur, a junior 
student who is currently studying business, and advisor 
Vanessa Myers, Assistant to the Director of Student Affairs, 
the Penn State New Kensington THON organization raised a 
record-breaking total of $23,177.13.

Mazur thinks that the Penn State New Kensington THON 
group did an amazing job this year. 

“The total says a lot about the kind of students that we 
have on campus,” Mazur said. “We don’t have big donations 
coming in, so we had to fight to the nail for every penny that 
we raised.”

The Penn State New Kensington THON group was 
represented by dancers Megan Karl, 22, of New Kensington, 
and Sarah Calligan, 19, of Natrona Heights, who participated 
in the marathon by enduring forty-six hours of no sitting or 
sleeping.
 
Calligan and Karl canned for more than 100 hours combined, 
raising more than $3,800 by themselves. 

“Dancing was easy and really fun at first,” Calligan, an 
Elementary Education major, said. “Eventually, it started to 
hurt and it got boring, but it was all worth it.” 

Karl, a Communications major, agreed that dancing was a 
very hard experience, but she encouraged other students 
to try it. 

“It will be the hardest, but best experience of your life,” Karl 
stated.

Karl said that she loves everything about THON. 

“I love the kids, moralers, families, and students. There is 
nothing that could possibly be a better experience.” 

Calligan agreed that THON is very memorable.

“THON is a great organization,” Calligan said. “It helps kids 
who can’t help themselves.” 

Karl first became involved with THON because she wanted 
to help the children. 

“Helping kids with cancer is a very selfless act, and it 
shows the type of person that you are,” said Karl. “Because 
they’re so young, they aren’t able to do anything to help 
themselves.” 

Calligan’s most memorable and exciting moment was when 
the overall chairpersons revealed the final total on stage. 
However, raising money is not the only goal of the THON 
organization.

THON also provides emotional support for families of the 
children who are suffering. 

“I was surrounded by endless love at THON 2010,” Karl said. 
“Every minute on the floor is a memorable moment, and it’s 
such an amazing feeling.” 

Both Calligan and Karl plan to participate in THON next year.

“Next year, I am going to strive to raise more money,” Karl 
said. “I am definitely going to try to be a THON dancer 
again.” §

PSNK students cheer for the THON dancers in the Bryce 
Jordan Center (Photo: Cory Stivason)
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PSNK Business Club Holds Annual Etiquette Dinner on Campus

By Katie Shoemaker & Melissa Gemballa

NEW KENSINTON, Pa. – The Business Club, in conjunction with Career Services, will host its annual Etiquette Dinner 
on Wednesday, March 31, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. in the Conference Center at Penn State New Kensington.

This is the second year that the dinner will serve as a charity event.  Proceeds from this year’s dinner will be donated 
to students in the marketing class at the Northern Westmoreland Career and Technology Center, which serves the 
Burrell, Kiski Area, Franklin Regional, and New Kensington-Arnold school districts. Several of these students have 
qualified for the Distributive Education Clubs of America (DECA) competition in April, and the proceeds will help cover 
registration fees and associated expenses. 

The DECA is a national nonprofit organization which promotes 
leadership, management, and human relations skills among 
students interested in marketing, management, hospitality, 
finance, entrepreneurship, and business administration.  Its 
competitions give students the chance to apply the concepts 
they have learned in class to real life business situations. 

To help raise money for this cause, raffle tickets will be sold 
the week before in Café 780 and during the event.  The 
prizes consist of different themed baskets, which have 
been donated by various individuals and businesses in the 
community.  Individuals need not be present at the event to 
win. 

This year’s guest speaker for the Etiquette Dinner will be Joe Balaban, who is currently the Director of Catering at 
Slippery Rock University.   He oversees the daily operations of the catering department and university club, as well as 
the development of the university’s high-end galas and fundraisers. 

Balaban will mainly be discussing how to handle an interview during a meal, but he will also provide several other 
etiquette tips, such as how to respond to an RSVP.  Although proper etiquette is a must for everyone’s professional 
career, students should not be nervous

Learning etiquette “should be fun and not stuffy,” according to Balaban.

The event will be catered by AVI FoodSystems and features a three course dinner served by professional wait staff with 
an entrée choice of chicken marsala or stuffed portabella mushroom and a dessert of New York style cheesecake with 
mixed berries. 

Although the Etiquette Dinner is primarily intended for students, it is open to the public. Administration, faculty, staff, 
alumni, and members of the local community are welcomed. Tickets are on sale now each day during common hour in 
Café 780 at a price of $15 for students and $20 for non-students. Buy early as space is limited!

To learn more about the event, please contact Career Services Coordinator Jim Shields (724)334-6065, Business Club 
President Ashley Baksis (724)777-1886, or Business Club Treasurer Melissa Gemballa (724)462-7536. §

A previous Etiquette Dinner hosted by the PSNK Business 
Club.  (Photo: Jim Shields)
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NEW KENSINGTON, Pa. – Whitewater rafting outfitter 
Ohiopyle Trading Post and River Tours will be hiring a larg-
er number of employees this season. 

Ohiopyle is located on the Youghiogheny River in Ohiopyle, 
Pa, and due to constant expansion, they are looking for 
more employees than usual. According to their website, 
ohiopyletradingpost.com, Ohiopyle currently offers biking, 
kayaking, whitewater rafting and even a mixture of a few 
to all customers.

However, without the large number of employees they are 
looking for, Ohiopyle Trading Post will be unable to func-
tion easily this coming season.

The positions that Ohiopyle is trying to fill range from River 
Staff to Clerical Staff, with Bicycle Fleet Supervisor and 
Retail Staff in between. However, some positions do in-
tertwine, so it is important that all employees are able 
to handle multiple tasks with no problem. They find it is 
important to cycle in new employees each year and to 
increase the number due to the constant growth of the 
company. 

“We are looking for enthusiastic, hard-working, and multi-
faceted people,” says Jeremy Kierski, Assistant Manager 
at Ohiopyle Trading Post and River Tours. 

No experience is necessary to apply for a few of the posi-
tions Ohiopyle is currently offering. River Staff Training, 
which is mandatory, will be held each weekend in April, 
except Easter Sunday, and a few weekends in May. All re-
quired certifications (First Aid and CPR) will be provided 
during these training sessions. The only real requirement 
is that potential employees possess basic “people” skills. 

“A single employee may handle hundreds of guests on any 
Saturday and each one is treated with the same respect 
and enthusiasm. We work long days by a beautiful river, 
so a love of the outdoors is a must,” Kierski says.

Kierski encourages all potential employees to, “Come join 
the Trading Post team and spend your summer outdoors 
working with an excellent staff.” 

To apply, please visit http://www.ohiopyletradingpost.
com/geninfo.htm#whattobring and email or mail the 
completed application and a list of references to Jeremy 
Kierski at admin@ohiopyletradingpost.com or P.O. Box 
94, 4 Negley St. Ohiopyle, PA 15470. §

By Kayla Smail

Whitewater Outfitter Looking for Employees

“Nothing feels as good as crushing the perfect hit on 
a wave.  Everyone knows it when you do it right,” said 
Steve Barber. (Photo: Steve Barber)

“Jumping at Jump Rock.  Favorite stop on the river.  It’s 
better to sacrifice your body willingly now, than later,” 
said Steve Barber. (Photo: Steve Barber)
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For two weeks in mid-February, the Olympic Winter Games 
brought hockey to the masses.  Not everyone is a fan of 
the NHL, and most Americans don’t even reside in an NHL 
city.  But everyone could find something to cheer about 
with the Americans’ miraculous run to the finals to play 
Canada.

This final was of particular interest to those of us in the 
Pittsburgh area.  Sidney Crosby, Canada’s golden boy, the 
savior of hockey in Pittsburgh, set to face Brooks Orpik, a 
Penguin’s fan favorite (and not to mention U.S. goaltender 
Ryan Miller, the hottest goalie in the world).

This certainly wasn’t the final everyone expected.  Coming 
into the games, Sidney Crosby and the Canadians were 
heavy favorites, followed closely by the hated Alexander 
Ovechkin and his Russian squad (along with Pittsburgh 
Penguin Evgeni Malkin).  It was presumed, naturally, that 
these two would probably meet in the gold medal game, 
or at the very least the semifinals.

After Canada rocked Norway 8-0 in their first preliminary 
round game, it took a Crosby shootout goal to narrowly 
defeat the surprisingly tough Swiss, 3-2.  If Canada wasn’t 
worried after that game, they soon would be. The next 
game pitted the underdog U.S. side, who had just beaten 
Norway and Switzerland resoundingly, against a Canadian 
side rife with all-stars.  

The Americans took it to them right away, winning by a 
convincing 5-3 margin with the game never really in 
doubt.  Canadians everywhere were mortified; they’d been 
defeated at the game they invented by the United States.  
After Canada’s collapse to finish seventh in the 2006 
Olympics, this team was put together with redemption 
in mind; but there would be no redemption if Canada 
couldn’t even beat an overmatched American team.

With Canada finishing behind the U.S. in their preliminary 
group, they would have to play the high-flying Russians 
in the quarterfinals.  If there was ever any doubt about 
hockey’s popularity in Canada, over 70 percent of the 
houses in Canada were tuned in for this game, and 
they wouldn’t be disappointed.  Canada had no trouble 
dispatching the Russians easily with a 7-3 victory.

The U.S. had a more difficult time, defeating the tough 
Swiss side only 2-0 after Swiss goaltender Jonas Hiller 
made 42 saves on 44 shots to keep them in it.

The semifinals would prove to be a breeze for the U.S.  
They were up 6-0 on Finland in the first period before 
taking their foot off the gas to cruise to a 6-1 victory.  

Canada would have to play the upstart Slovakians, who 
had just taken down defending gold medalists Sweden 
in the quarterfinals.  The Canadians were up 3-0 before 
giving up two goals in the third period, but survived with 
a 3-2 victory.

The gold medal game was definitely one of the best 
and most dramatic games in recent memory.  Chicago 
Blackhawk Jonathan Toews scored the first goal of the 
game, and Eric Staal scored a little over eight minutes later 
to make it 2-0 Canada heading into the first intermission.  

It looked like the Americans had little chance, but they 
regrouped and Ryan Kesler scored a little more than 
halfway through the second period to make it 2-1.  

When the third period began, things really opened up.  
The U.S. couldn’t seem to poke it by Canadian goaltender 
Roberto Luongo, but finally New Jersey Devil Zach Parise 
banged one home with only 25 seconds left in the game 
to send it to overtime.

Most of us already know what happened in overtime; 
Sidney Crosby broke free, took a backhanded pass from 
Jarome Iginla, and slid the puck underneath U.S. goalie 
Ryan Miller’s pads.  Crosby threw his gloves in the air, and 
all of Canada celebrated.  They were vindicated, out from 
under the weight of their disappointment in 2006.

When Crosby scored, the first thing I felt was pain.  For 
a second, I loathed him.  Don’t get me wrong, I love the 
Penguins and I love Sidney Crosby; but I was upset that 
the Americans couldn’t bring home the gold medal.

After several seconds of cursing Crosby’s name, the anger 
disappeared.  If my country was going to lose, at least we 
lost to Sid.  He’s unquestionably the best hockey player in 

Olympic Hockey Begins and Ends with Sidney Crosby
By Kevin Muska
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the world right now, and if anyone deserved to score that 
goal, it was him.  I guess I just can’t stay mad at the guy.

But I can tell you this for certain: I will never again root 
against any of those guys who played their hearts out for 
the American side.  

Ryan Miller was superhuman, Zach Parise was a machine, 
and Brian Rafalski was an animal.  I certainly dislike the 
NHL teams those guys play for, but I have a newfound 
respect for them.  

The run the Americans went on was magical, and I’ll never 

forget it.  I’ll never forget the goose bumps I had when 
Ryan Miller was making miraculous saves; I’ll never forget 
Rafalski’s fantastic defensive work; and I’ll definitely never 
forget jumping off my couch, screaming, and running 
around my house when Parise beat Luongo to send the 
game into overtime.

If you’re a hockey fan, or even a sports fan, you shouldn’t 
either.  §

Thousands of athletes from around the world join togeth-
er in this major sporting event to compete in a variety of 
different events and games ranging from curling, to gym-
nastics, to skiing, to bobsledding, and everything in be-
tween. This year we were all engaged in the 2010 Winter 
Olympics which was held in Vancouver, Canada. 

During the Olympic season the Olympic rings seem to be 
everywhere. I know I’ve seen the colorful Olympic rings a 
lot this year, and the question has recently popped into 
my mind. What exactly do those Olympic rings symbolize?

There are five interlaced rings within the Olympic Games 
symbol. The rings are blue, yellow, black, green and red. 
According to Buzzle.com, the rings were designed by Bar-
on Pierre de Coubertin in 1912. They were representative 
of the five parts of the world: the Americas, Europe, Asia, 
Africa and Oceania. Antarctica was not considered at all 
in this design, and North and South America were seen 
as one continent. 

No specific color represents a particular country. Actu-
ally, the colors don’t have any particular significance.  
Although, according to Olympics.mu, the five colors of the 
Olympic rings and the white background have at least one 
color of every nation’s flag in them.

The five Olympic rings were adopted in 1914, and they 
debuted at the Belgium Olympiad in 1920. According to 

Olympics.mu, the flag has been flown in every Olympic 
event since then that has not been cancelled due to war.

According to Buzzle.com, when the design was introduced 
in 1912, De Coubertin said, “These five rings represent 
the five parts of the world which now are won over to 
Olympism and willing to accept healthy competition.” 

De Coubertin is known today as the “Father of the modern 
day Olympics” as well as the “Founder of the International 
Olympic Committee.”

According to the International Olympic Committee, the 
rings represent that the Olympic Movement is an interna-
tional campaign and that all of the countries around the 
world are welcome to join. 

The Olympic rings are viewed as just as important as the 
Olympic torch. According to Olympics.mu, the reason for 
the interlocking rings shows that the Olympic Games are 
intended for all nations to come together and compete in 
unity. They represent union, harmony and agreement in 
an event that is welcoming to the entire world. We are all 
interconnected and everyone can come together in the 
Olympic effort, and this is what the rings are meant to 
symbolize.  §

The Meaning of the Olympic Rings

By Kristen Wagner
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There is a sonic feature peculiar to the vast majority of contemporary 
recorded music: the volume is incredibly, sometimes painfully loud. 
This is problematic for both reissues and new albums alike. 

The motivation behind this is simple; all other factors being equal, or 
“ceteris paribus” as we learned in Economics 101, louder recordings 
are more exciting and noticeable than quieter ones. We are prone to 
note things that are louder over those that can easily be put in the 
background and ignored.

Mere loudness is not necessarily bad in itself, even if the decision to 
make a CD louder should really reside with individual listeners and 
their volume controls. It is the inevitable consequences of maximized 
volume that are the real problem. 

All sonic reproduction formats, including CDs, have a limited dynamic 
range. This means that volume can only be increased to a certain 
limit. Therefore, to gain volume on recordings with any dynamics 
whatsoever, the “peaks” (i.e., moments of high volume) are left 
untouched, while the softer portions of the track are increased in 
volume. 

Result: the dynamics are stripped from the music.  This doesn’t sound 
like much of a problem until one considers the fact that most music relies on dynamics for the majority of its power 
(electronic-based music is the possible exception). 

Further complicating the problem is the fact that increasing the volume in quiet sections has the effect of making 
certain instruments sound unnatural. Not only is the dynamic range lost, but the tonal qualities of instruments can be 
stripped away. 

According to an article called “The Loudness Wars” on NPR.com, the sharp edge of a snare drum can be lost in the 
quest for volume. The article also goes on to describe other reasons why music seems to be sounding worse.

To get a visual sense of what’s happening with compression and the “Loudness War,” compare the two waveforms 
found with this story, both from the song “Earn Enough For Us” by XTC, which can be found (insert correct area).

For readers unfamiliar with waveforms, the colored portions represent volume, while the white spaces indicate quieter 
portions of the track. An article on RollingStone.com says that while this loudness catches the attention of the listeners, 
it does so at a price. The music’s quality seems to diminish as the loudness concept is changed.

The “remaster” that is created contains almost no volume fluctuation, translating to a compressed, dynamic-lacking, 
joyless recording. It is also painful to listen to for extended periods of time. 

Is it any wonder that the music industry is in financial trouble? §

The Loudness War

By Andrew Tsou

1987 CD (top) vs. 2000 Remaster (bottom) (Photo: 
Andrew Tsou)
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Like oodles of other Final Fantasy fans, I rushed to Game-
Stop to pick up my very own copy of Square Enix’s Final 
“Fantasy XIII” on Mar. 9, its American release date.  (Ac-
cording to Neoseeker.com, a gaming and computer web-
site, “Final Fantasy XIII” was the fastest selling title in 
the long-running series of Final Fantasy games.)  I even 
picked up the special edition strategy guide, thinking that 
I’d need it to get all the hidden goodies within the game.  

When I brought it home, I couldn’t wait to rip the cello-
phane wrap off the game case and start playing.  After 
all, “Final Fantasy XII” was amazing (I should know – my 
senior year of high school is a blur because of it), and 
with technology advancing the way that it is, how could 
Square Enix’s newest installment of the franchise possi-
bly be anything less?

Unfortunately, I was more than a little disappointed.

Why?  Because the game looks like Final Fantasy, and it 
sounds like Final Fantasy.  But it just doesn’t feel like it.

The game features a misfit band of six characters fac-
ing a difficult decision: to save mankind or to save them-
selves.  The lead protagonist of the game is Lightning, a 
somewhat aloof character who distances herself from her 
friends, although the player is able to control each one of 
the six main characters throughout the game.

Unlike in a lot of the previous installments of the series, 
the cast remains separated from one another in pairs and 
involved in their own stories throughout at least the first 
part of the game, limiting the gamer’s ability to form his/
her own battle teams based off of personal preferences.  
Furthermore, the player can only control the actions of 
one character at a time, although he or she is able to in-
fluence how each character behaves by using the game’s 
Paradigm system.

According to IGN.com, a Paradigm is just a “fancy way of 
referring to a grouping of roles,” and each character is 
able to play multiple roles, such as a medic, commando, 
ravager, saboteur, sentinel, and synergist.  The player is 
free to create their own Paradigm deck that can be readily 

shifted at any point in battle, which makes up for the fact 
that you don’t have access to all the different characters 
from the beginning.  IGN’s review of the game explains 
that: “switching Paradigms is critical to surviving in Final 
Fantasy XIII, and it adds an element of tension to what 
could have been a mundane system.”

One of the major disappointments with the game is 
that it is almost completely linear in its navigation.  As 
GameSpot.com’s review of the game states, “while there 
are some exceptions…you are generally moving in one 
direction: forward.”  The paths that the characters travel 
tend to be rather narrow, giving the gamer little room to 
explore.  And because there is nothing to explore, and no 
mini-games or puzzles to solve, there is nothing for the 
gamer to do but move forward.  This makes the game feel 
like it’s moving too fast and makes it more difficult to im-
merse oneself in it.

However, once you are able to move past the linear game 
play, “Final Fantasy XIII” can start to feel a little addic-
tive.  With a plot worthy of a Final Fantasy game, stunning 
graphics and characters that you can’t help but adore, I 
like it a little bit more every time I play.§

Game Review: Final Fantasy XIII (PS3, Xbox360)

By Erika Watson

Final Fantasy XIII game case, strategy guide and 
PlayStation 3 gaming console (Photo: Erika Watson)
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Tim Burton’s “Alice in Wonderland” broke a number of box office records in its opening weekend, according to an ar-
ticle published on CNN.com.  The film made $116.3 million in its opening weekend, with a whopping $80 million (or 
70 percent) of that coming from 3D ticket sales.  The movie marked the biggest opening for a March release ever, and 
it also shattered “Avatar’s” record for biggest debut of a 3D feature.

But was it worth all of the money moviegoers spent on it?

Yes and no.

The movie itself was beautiful in a twisted sort of way, as most of 
Burton’s films usually are.  Having the pleasure of seeing it both 
with and without the 3D effect, I don’t feel that the movie was 
worth the $12.50 per ticket to see it in IMAX 3D.  But it is definitely 
worth seeing.

Burton’s Alice (played by Mia Wasikowska) is 19 years old and has 
just run away from her own engagement party, following the White 
Rabbit (voiced by Michael Sheen) down the rabbit hole and into Un-
derland, where she inevitably finds herself caught in war between 
the White Queen (played by Anne Hathaway) and the Red Queen 
(played by Helena Bonham Carter).  Along the way, she runs into 
all the inhabitants she encountered the first time she was in Un-
derland, including the Cheshire Cat (voiced by Stephen Fry), the 
smoking caterpillar (voice by Alan Rickman), and the Mad Hatter 
(played by Johnny Depp).

The story isn’t too dark, but it isn’t overly playful either.  It’s just the 
right mix to satisfy the kid in everyone while keeping the adult inter-
ested as well.  As Peter Travers wrote in a review for Rolling Stone, 
“even Disney and a PG rating can’t bury Burton’s subversive wit.”  

Depp’s portrayal of the Mad Hatter steals the show.  As René S. Garcia, Jr., said in a review of the movie on work-
ingauthor.com: “Depp’s Mad Hatter seems more eccentric than mad …. The Mad Hatter shines when something 
triggers a particular train of thought, setting off wild tantrums, but during these moments he’s almost unintelligible, 
mitigating the fun.”

The theme of the movie, which is mainly about finding oneself, shines through in Alice’s character.  Alice is repeatedly 
told by others to do things that she doesn’t want to do, and even though her friends in Underland keep stressing that 
“it’s her choice,” the audience can tell that they all desperately want her to make the choice that they want, that they 
will clearly be disappointed if she makes the “wrong” choice.  Regardless, in the end, the audience is left feeling as 
though Alice did make her own choices, which (in true Disney fashion) makes her a great role model for young people 
everywhere.§

Movie Review: Alice in Wonderland

By Erika Watson

Promotional poster for Alice in Wonderland.  
(Photo: Erika Watson)
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“Cop Out,” directed by Kevin Smith, hit movie screens on Feb. 26, and according to RTTNews.com, the film earned 
about $18 million during opening weekend.  The film ended up coming in second to “Shutter Island,” which earned a 
whopping $22 million.

Jimmy Monroe (played by Bruce Willis) and Paul Hodges (played by Tracy Morgan) are a pair of NYPD police officers 
that have been partners for many years. Throughout the film, the partners chase down the bad guys, but seem to also 
have their own agenda. The two are constantly bothering each other with personal problems: Monroe tries to find a 
baseball card that was stolen from him, while Hodges battles with the thought that his wife is cheating with the next-
door neighbor.

At first, it’s difficult to believe that this is a Kevin Smith movie, but that could be because it wasn’t written by him. “Cop 
Out” was written by Cullen brothers Mark and Robb, which explains the lack of intellectual, witty comedy that Smith 
fans are used to. It also didn’t have the usual characters that can be found in almost any Kevin Smith movie. However, 
it still kept me and the rest of the theater laughing throughout the showing.

According to RTTNews.com, “Cop Out” does have its amusing moments, but it seems to get “mighty tired without any 
real break in the nonaction.” I do have to agree that it kind of falls short when compared to other cop action movies, 
but it does make you laugh. 

A lot of the film’s humor is that Monroe and Hodges seem to be complete opposites, but they complement each other.  
However, the funniest parts of the “Cop Out” came from Seann William Scott’s character, Dave.  His witty comebacks 
and insane behavior just kept me smiling the whole time, and I looked forward to when his character would reappear.   
IMDB.com even claims that “You should see it just for his role.”

Another character that I thoroughly enjoyed was Officer Barry Mangold, played by Adam Brody.  Brody really stepped 
out of his usual ‘nerdy teenager’ role, and came into a new and improved ‘nerdy adult’ role. There was even a part in 
the movie where he actually came into the serious police officer position, and it was still believable. Even though he 
had only a small part in this movie, I think he added to it tremendously.

All in all, I think that if you’re looking for an action movie that still has the potential to make you laugh and think, ‘Hey, 
that was a good movie,” then “Cop Out” is for you. I walked out of the theater with a smile on my face, and I think that 
you might, too.

According to a review on HollywoodReporter.com, the movie was originally known as “A Couple of Dicks,” but was later 
renamed as a pun, which refers to the name change.§

Movie Review: Cop Out

By Kayla Smail

wanT More niTTany Pride ConTenT?

Visit us at our website:  
nittanypride.wordpress.com

Or friend “Nittany Pride” on Facebook!
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End of the world predictions. We’ve probably all been 
engaged in a conversation or two about them, and if not 
then we’re avoiding them for our own reasons. 

It’s some spine-chilling stuff to think about, that’s for 
sure. Maybe we joke about it, to make it seem less 
intimidating. Maybe we weep about it. Maybe we shun 
it. Who knows, but we all know that there are guesses 
out there. How can we presume that the world will go on 
forever when we have a limited amount of resources? 
Can we actually really assume anything at all?

According to buzzle.com, there was a prediction in 2003 
that was made by aliens.

“A certain comet that 
passes by every 3,657 
years was going to be 
the reason for Earth 
meeting its doom. 
As the prediction goes, Earth was going to come in the 
way of the comets tail causing it to pause for a few days. 
That means that Earth would stop rotating for a few days, 
accompanied by major winds and terrible heat. As most 
of us know the drill, the heat would cause our poles to 
melt, submerging mother Earth in its salty fate!” 

This is rather interesting to me, since the probing 
question of whether aliens exist or not has been around 
for quite some time. Who was the so-called “alien” that 
made this prediction, and where did he go? Obviously he 
wasn’t quite accurate with his forecast, thank goodness.

So we’ve escaped the alien’s prediction. But what about 
this apocalypse predicted to happen in 2012?

According to Famsi.org, the ancient Mayan prophets 
foretold an earth-shattering happening to occur 
December 21, 2012. It gets described as “an ecological 
collapse, a sunspot storm, a rare cosmic conjunction 
of the earth, sun and the galactic center, a new and 
awesome stage of our evolution, and even a sudden 
reversal of the Earth’s magnetic field which will erase all 
our computer drives.” 

The Mayans’ calendar is assumed to be “astronomically 
precise,” and it terminates on the date mentioned above.

Scary. That’s all I have to say. The Conservation Law 
Foundation website works to inform its visitors how to 
prevent the end of the world. According to clf.org/2012, 
humans are at fault for climate change—and that’s what 
is destroying our universe. Temperatures are rising, 
severe storms are becoming more recurrent, oceans are 
getting higher, snow seasons are becoming shorter and 
plant and animal populations are shifting northward. The 
Conservation Law Foundation’s website says, “The facts 
speak for themselves. It’s clear that the road on which 
we’re traveling is a dead end.”

Nasa.gov has a 
different view of the 
topic. They’ve posted 
several different 
questions that have 

been asked regarding 2012 and the end of the world, 
and they’ve also revealed some interesting answers.

Question #1 on the NASA website emulates the majority 
of our concerns: “Are there any threats to the Earth in 
2012? Many internet websites say the world will end 
in December 2012.” The answer to this may put us all 
a bit at ease and denote at least some relief. “Nothing 
bad will happen to the Earth in 2012. Our planet has 
been getting along just fine for more than 4 billion years, 
and credible scientists worldwide know of no threat 
associated with 2012.”

So is the world really going to end, or are we all getting a 
bit too nervous for no reason? The whole situation may 
seem a bit like the whole “Y2K” scare some years back. 
It wouldn’t hurt to start taking better care of Mother 
Nature, because we can, and we all should anyways. 
Other than that, who knows what we’re actually able 
to do to avert the end. Hopefully the predictions will be 
wrong, like the alien who predicted the end of the world 
in 2003. I think there’s going to be a good amount of 
people who are a little apprehensive on that twenty-first 
of December, though.  §

The Demise of the Universe: December 2012?

By Kristen Wagner

iT geTs desCribed as “an eCologiCal  
CollaPse, a sUnsPoT sTorM, a rare CosMiC 

ConjUnCTion of The earTh...”
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do yoU have qUesTions or CoMMenTs aboUT The niTTany Pride?

do yoU have ideas ThaT CoUld helP Us iMProve oUr PaPer?

e-Mail Us aT:   
nittanypridenews@gmail.com

The United States made a big impact on the 2010 Winter 
Olympics, taking the top medal count at 37 total. The 
specific medal count included 13 bronze, 15 silver, and 
9 gold, according to Vancouver2010.com. 

I expected the USA team to do well, but I wasn’t 
expecting them to win as many as they did. They took the 
top spot, above Germany with 30 medals and Canada 
with 26. However, Canada did take the top spot in gold 
medals with 14, including the gold medal in Men’s 
Hockey. 

This was, to me, the biggest upset for the United States.  
But, the defeat was a little easier to swallow since 
Pittsburgh Penguin’s Sidney Crosby scored the game-
winning goal in overtime. 

According to a report on NBColympics.com, “Those 
expected to win medals won: Lindsey Vonn, Shaun White, 
Shani Davis, and Apolo Ohno. Those who could have 
won, won: Bode Miller, Julia Mancuso and Evan Lysacek. 
And those who maybe weren’t expected to win, won: 
Bryon Wilson, J.R. Celski and Johnny Spillane.”

Overall, it was a great time for the United States 
Olympians, bringing home medals all over the place. 

But another thing that really caught my attention about 
the Americans were some of their outfits; especially the 
snowboarders.

It took me a few looks to make sure, but I was right when 
I thought that the USA snowboarders were wearing what 
looked like ripped and worn jeans. 

According to a report on PSFK.com, the Burton pants 
were made out of a waterproof, breathable GORE-
TEX fabric that functioned as a very convincing pair of 
“jeans.” 

In my opinion, the jeans must have been comfortable 
and worked, because Shaun White had an absolutely 
amazing performance on the half-pipe to win his gold 
medal. 

I thought the uniforms were awesome and definitely not 
as annoying as some others I saw in the Olympics.

Take the Norwegian curling team, for instance: they wore 
some crazy looking blue, white, and red diamond pants 
that I thought belonged on a clown at a birthday party. A 
blogger on Murketing.com says, “They just found some 
insane pants on an online golfer store, and assembled 
their own Olympic uniforms with a few clicks.”

All in all, I think that the USA Olympic team did a great 
job this winter. I found myself constantly watching any 
event that I could, just to see what was going on. I love 
the winter Olympics and can barely wait four years to see 
them again. 

I wonder if the United States can do it again…  §

A Look Back on the Winter Olympics 2010

By Kayla Smail
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Penn State New Ken ‘Communications Days’ Coming in April
For the second year, the Communications Program at Penn State New Kensington presents the “Communications Futures?” discus-
sion panels. This year, the panels will be held on April 8th, focusing on The Blogosphere, and April 15th, focusing on Advertising. 
Each panel will begin at 5:00 p.m. and will feature an informal h’ors d’ourvres reception in the PSNK Conference Center. The panels 
will focus on questions about the past, present and future of the communications fields. Come listen and learn what the insiders think 
the future will be - this event is Free and Open to the Public.
Panelists include:

A water fountain on the outlook in Verona; one of the three out-
looks built in the 1900s. (Photo: Andrew V. Holodnik)

One of the unique areas with masonry work and flower beds. 
(Photo: Andrew V. Holodnik)

Many perennials grow within these areas, like the Day Lilies above. 
(Photo: Andrew V. Holodnik)

ADVERTISING (April 15, at 5 p.m.)
Mark Hilliard - General Sales Manager, Renda Broadcasting.
Melanie Querry - Owner, Beyond Spots and Dots.
Roger Rafson - Sales Representative, Commercial Media Sales, Inc.
Michele Hills - Commercial Producer, KDKA-TV.
Michael Hills - Vice President/General Manager, Comcast Spotlight. 
Pittsburgh, PA.

BLOGGING
April 8, at 5 p.m.
Bram Reichbaum - The Pittsburgh Comet.
Jason Togyer - The Tube City Almanac.
Lindsay Patross - IheartPGH
Salena Zito - 44thEstateBlog and PAPoliticsBlog


