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VERONA, Pa. -- PSNK’s Science Club spent eight hours on April 3 redoing the 
Allegheny River Boulevard Scenic Outlooks. The team was made up of Science 
Club President Brittny Logesky, Science Club Vice President Chelsea Walker, 
Project Liaison Andrew Holodnik, Nate Poole, Josh Wagner, Kurt Schultz, Joseph 
Redovan, and Jeff Enos.

“We definitely fixed the site up a lot,” Logesky said. 
 
The students started the day off by picking up over twenty bags of trash and 
numerous barrels of debris. The students worked extremely hard on the project 
and made a big difference.

“I enjoyed working with my friends and helping to better our community,” said 
Walker.

The students are going to continue to work at this site throughout the upcoming 
school year. The club still needs help throughout the summer and next semester. 
If you are interested in joining the club contact Project Liaison Andrew Holodnik 
at avh5084@psu.edu or Brittny Logesky at bnl5030@psu.edu. §

PSNK Science Club Betters Local Nature Outlooks

By Andrew V. Holodnik

Chelsea Walker picks up trash along the 
roadway.  (Photo: Andrew V. Holodnik)

PSNK Drama Club Presents...  “Tribute”
By Andrew V. Holodnik

NEW KENSINGTON, Pa. -- PSNK’s Drama Club reenacted Bernard Slade’s “Tribute” with the assistance of director Bill 
Mitas on April 8-10. 

“The play was a great exhibition of the Penn State students 
talent on the stage,” said Student Life Coordinator Vanessa 
Myers. The cast consisted of dedicated members such as 
Senior Ben Smith, Junior Juliann Motosicky, Sophomore 
Jimmy Baker, Sophomore Tansey Ochs, and Freshman Jack 
Wagner. 

“The friendship I was able to strengthen through acting was 
my favorite part of the play,” said Ben Smith.

The stage crew at Penn State New Kensington consists of 
Production Manger Andrew Holodnik, Light Manager Ross 
Sheffler, Stage Manager Faye Poon, Sound Manager Kasey 
Koscianski, Joe Kotvas, Sam Miller, PJ Mudar, Nick Bur-
kardt, and Nick Grieco. They were also very dedicated to 
the performance. §

(Left to Right) Juliann Motosicky, Ben Smith, and Jimmy Baker 
on the set of “Tribute.”  (Photo: Vanessa Myers)
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NEW KENSINGTON, Pa. -- Dr. Rob Bridges and Dr. Richard Harnish are analyzing a personality test that will be able 
measure how people perceive flirting and sexual interest in one another.

Due to the fact that the scale measures people’s perception of flirting and sexual intent, the scale has been aptly 
named the SEXI or Sexual Intent Scale.  

The test aims to discover if there are any differences between the way men and woman perceive flirting and sexual 
intent, or if there are differences in the way married and 
divorced couples perceive these things. People who have 
committed sexual crimes may be worse at this perception, 
always misreading the cues for whether a person is interested 
or not. 

Currently, the scale is going through psychometric testing for 
any redundant or unnecessary questions, as well as testing for 
its reliability and validity.  

“We have tested the scale on Penn State students and compared 
the results to some other emotional tests, so we believe that it is 
a valid and reliable test,” said Bridges.
  
The questions asked on the test involved how people would 
interpret other people’s actions in some situations, such as a 
person buying them a drink at the bar.  It appears that people 
who have higher emotional intelligence do better on this scale.

According to Bridges, people can interpret the same behavior 
several different ways, so if someone receives really low test 
scores, they could possibly be depressed. 

“Imagine going through the day believing that no one had any 
interest in you,” Bridges said.  “It would be very depressing 
thinking this way; if someone gave you music, you may assume 
that they are saying you have bad taste.”

The general finding is that males over-perceive sexual interest, though some females also over perceive it as well.

“That’s where this SEXI tool can come in and discover that someone over generalized their interest,” Harnish stated.
  
The scale has already been cut down to 80 questions from 120 questions, but still needed to be reduced even more.  
To reduce the scale to 61 questions, it went through a statistical technique called factor analysis that will determine if 
the test was unidimensional or multidimensional, meaning measuring one thing or more than one thing, or sub-scales, 
and how many there are. 
 

Hey SEXI, Are You Flirting With Me?

By Rodger Holsinger

Dr. Rob Bridges  (Photo: Rodger Holsinger)
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Harnish said that the research provided information that the scale has three sub-scales: sexual facility, friendship 
facility, and sexual empathy.

Sexual facility is concerned with response to interpersonal 
cues that signal sexual interest, such as winking at a bar.  
Friendship facility is defined as being responsive to self-
disclosure cues, for example a man or woman saying that 
they enjoy talking to the individual. Sexual empathy is 
concerned with the understanding of another person’s 
thoughts feelings and intentions regarding sexual intent, 
such as understanding with no problem whether a man or 
woman is interested in having sex with an individual.

Dr. Bridges and Dr. Harnish presented their preliminary 
results and the test itself to the eastern Psychology 
Association meeting in Philadelphia recently and hope to 
have it published in a referred psychology journal soon.

I recently conducted a survey, by handing out a questionnaire 
to sixty randomly selected students, which half were male 

and half female. A portion of the survey was dedicated to situations that could be interpreted as flirting; the majority 
of males circled several of the questions as flirting, while the majority of females only selected one or two of the 
situations as flirting. 

Ironically, the majority of girls said that they considered themselves to be good flirters and very perceptive when 
someone was flirting with them; however the majority of males stated that they were not good flirters and were not 
good at perceiving when someone was flirting with them. §

Dr. Richard Harnish  (Photo: Rodger Holsinger)

Are they flirting...?  Josh Kregiel and Becky Ankeny conversing in the Café 780at PSNK.  (Photo: Rodger Holsinger)
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After four years of amazing classes, great memories and 
even better professors, it seems that my time at Penn 
State New Kensington is coming to a close. I will be 
finished with classes in a little over a week and will be 
putting on my cap and gown to receive my degree on May 
15, 2010. 

I’m scared.

I’ve loved this campus since I first stepped foot on it four 
years ago, and that feeling has only gotten stronger. It’s 
funny to sit here and think that I won’t be on the campus 
on an almost daily basis anymore, and I’m really having 
trouble believing it. I feel like I’m part of a family here at 
Penn State New Kensington and it’s really difficult for me 
to leave family.

I’m not the only one, though, as Ben Smith, SGA President, 
Eric Walker Award Winner and 2010 graduate feels the 
same way. 

“The thing I will miss most about PSNK is the people. 
Everyone here is very friendly and helpful,” Ben said. “I’ve 
built many bonds with students, faculty, and staff that I 
will be sad to be further away from. However, I know I am 
always welcome to come back to visit!”

I’ve known Ben since we were small, but we lost 
communication many years ago. 

However, on my first day at PSNK, Ben and I were paired 
up in an English class to interview and introduce each 
other to the class. It was here that I figured out who he 
was, and we’ve been friends ever since. 

That’s one of the things I love about this place: you never 
know who or what you are going to find here.

After a year of finding new friends and spending all my 

extra time in the upper lounge, I realized how happy I was 
here. I never felt uncomfortable, and I always felt like I 
could talk to my professors about anything. The fact that 
PSNK is a smaller campus was one of the reasons I came  
here in the first place.

I graduated from Elderton Jr./Sr. High School with 33 
other students. (Small, eh?)  When I started my college 
search, I wasn’t ready to go far away from home, and I 
wanted something that wasn’t too overwhelming. 

However, I’ve always wanted my name on a Penn State 
degree, so it was at Penn State New Kensington that I 
found my home.

I’ve taken so many amazing classes here and learned so 
many things, even if they didn’t pertain to my major. 

I’m a journalism major who has taken Symbolic Logic, 
Asian Philosophy, World Music, Yoga and Public Relations.  
I’ve learned something in each one of those classes that I 
will carry on with me for the rest of my life. 

PSNK helped me become the well-rounded individual I 

Saying Goodbye to Penn State New Kensington

By Kayla Smail

Heather Stewart, Kayla Smail and Katlyn Taylor during the Vol-
leyball State Championships.  (Photo provided by Kayla Smail)

i’ve always wanTed my name on a Penn sTaTe degree,
so iT was aT Penn sTaTe new KensingTon ThaT i foUnd my home.
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am today, and I feel like I am extremely prepared for the 
years ahead of me.

Ben also feels the same way.

“I feel that PSNK has prepared me very well,” he said. 
“The instructors are top-notch and really help to give us 
the knowledge we need.

“I also think that the leadership opportunities I have been 
able to partake in will prepare 
me for the future,” he added.

There are many more 
graduates who have already 
done great things with their 
life, and Cory Stivason is one 
of those individuals.

Cory has been here for 
four years, starting with a 
major in Engineering, but 
eventually changing it to 
Business. Already, Stivason 
owns his own photography 
business and will be taking 
over a studio owned by Vivian 
Johnston after he graduates. 

“To be taking over a very successful studio while expanding 
my business is going to be hard work,” said Cory.   “But I 
am excited to get started.”

It’s all very bittersweet for graduates. 

We’re leaving a place that knows us so well and in return 
are getting thrown into something extremely unfamiliar. 
Ben is currently in the job market, Cory already has his 
own business, and I’ve got an internship starting two 

days after I graduate. It’s hard to go right from one huge 
milestone to the next, but that’s what we are all doing. 

I know from experience that some graduates thought this 
last semester was going to be easy, but the truth is that 
it wasn’t that way at all. I’m still struggling with a few last 
minute projects and changes that I need to make, but I do 
know that all will be well in the end. 

Soon, I’m going to walk down that aisle with my Penn 
State blue cap and gown on, 
smiling, knowing that I’ve 
done something amazing 
with my life already. 

And while it’s nice to have 
achieved everything I set 
out to in the first place, I will 
surely miss everyone and 
everything at PSNK. 

I guess what I want everyone 
reading this to know is that 
it’s not easy to graduate. 
It’s difficult to get through 
everything that you have to in 
order to embark on the rest 
of your life. 

But it’s worth more than I can even imagine, and I’m so 
happy that I’ve gotten my education at Penn State New 
Kensington.

As I’m sure many 2010 graduates are, I’m sad for my time 
here to end.

But, in the words of T.S Eliot, “What we call the beginning 
is often the end. And to make an end is to make a 
beginning.” §

Katlyn Taylor, Heather Stewart and Kayla Smail at the 2009 
Awards Ceremony at PSNK.  (Photo provided by Kayla Smail)

Can’T geT enoUgh of The niTTany Pride?

Visit us at our website to see all that we have to offer,
from past editions of the Pride to web-exclusive content!

nittanypride.wordpress.com
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At the beginning of the spring semester of 
2009, my dear friend Kayla Smail (under the 
direction of Dr. Allen Larson) embarked on a 
mission to bring to our fair campus a series 
of panel discussions meant to “give current 
and prospective students and interested 
individuals a better understanding of careers 
in communications and general trends in 
media.”  (Or at least, that’s what the pitch 
was…)

That year, Kayla organized and executed three 
winning panel discussions that taught the 
community about current and future trends in 
public relations, radio and newspapers, and 
helped students network with professionals 
who spend every day of their lives working in these fields.

With the first “Communications Futures” turning out to be 
a resounding success, both Kayla and Dr. Larson came to 
the conclusion that this event was something that needed 
to be continued. 

But Kayla needed a minion, a protégé she could mold 
in her image and trust to carry on the “Communications 
Futures” tradition when she was gone, making her mark 
on the world with her shiny new Journalism degree. 

That’s where I come in.   

I don’t know if it was my inability to say no or the fact that I’m 
a sucker for punishment, but for whatever reason, when 
Kayla asked, “Do you want to do the Communications 
Futures panels with me next semester?,” I said yes.

For “Communications Futures? 2010,” I was primarily 
responsible for the blogging panel, while Kayla and I 
collaborated on the Advertising panel.

I knew from the start that I would be way out of my 
comfort zone; I was e-mailing people I’d never met before 
every day,  waiting for responses that I was sure would 
never come, and trying to gather five strangers together 
on the same date at the same time to speak (which is not 
a simple task, I assure you). 

I hated it; it was stressful, and scary, and I felt like I was 
never doing enough.  While the initial potential panelists 
that did respond to my e-mails were not unfriendly, I couldn’t 
shake the fact that many e-mails went unanswered.  (Was 
I doing something wrong…why else wouldn’t people want 
to talk to me?)

“Hang in there,” Kayla said reassuringly. “It’s hard now, 
but it’s all worth it once it all comes together.  You’ll be so 
relieved and so proud, I promise.”

Organizing “Communications Futures”

By Erika Watson

Lindsay Patross addresses the audience that attended  
“Communications Futures? 2010: The Blogosphere,” while the 
other panelists wait for their turn to speak.  
(Photo: Nittany Pride)

The panelists for “Communications Futures? 2010: Advertising” listen as Roger 
Rafson speaks to the audience.  (Photo: Nittany Pride)
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I was skeptical, but I took her advice and hung on, eventually 
filling all five seats for the panel with talented, friendly 
bloggers who were eager to share their experiences.

Still, the stressing was far from over…   Press releases 
had to be mailed out; we needed to come up with a list of 
questions for each panel and send out directions to the 
panelists.  Not to mention, what if one of the panelists 
dropped out or no one came to the sessions?  What if the 
panelists didn’t know what to say?

By the time the first panel started, I was on the border-line 
of having a panic attack, and the sad truth is, I did all of 
that worrying for nothing.

The panels went off without a hitch (well, maybe not 
completely without a hitch, as one of the panelists did get 
lost on the way to the campus), and afterward, I was able 
to finally meet all the people that I’d been corresponding 

with for over a month and hear their thoughts about the 
panels.

But perhaps even more exciting to me was when I was able 
stand back and watch as other students and members 
of the Penn State community got the chance to converse 
and ask questions of those incredibly smart individuals.  
In the end, I think that everyone took something more 
away from the panels than the bonus points they were 
offered in some of their classes.  
 
Kayla was right.  I was so relieved and happy about what 
we had accomplished.

The panels were a lot of work (although it doesn’t seem 
like as much, looking back on it now), and it totally worth 
it in the end.  

Any volunteers for next year? §

The audience listens intently while the Advertising panelists offer their insights about the future of their 
profession on April 15.  (Photo: Nittany Pride)  

Panelists for “Communications Futures? 2010: The Blogosphere” included: Bram Reichbaum (The Pittsburgh Comet); Jason 
Togyer (The Tube City Almanac); Lindsay Patross (IheartPGH); and Steve Fishman (The Thunderdome).  

Panelists for “Communications Futures? 2010: Advertising” included: Mark Hilliard (General Sales Manager, Renda Broadcast-
ing); Melanie Querry (Owner, Beyond Spots and Dots); Roger Rafson (Sales Representative, Commercial Media Sales, Inc.); Mi-
chele Hills (Commercial Producer, KDKA-TV); and Michael Hills (Vice President/General Manager, Comcast Spotlight. Pittsburgh).
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By Andrew S. Randas

We are going to call him Joe. Joe plays video games. This 
makes Joe a nerd, therefore, Joe is anti-social and hides 
himself in his basement with the only friends he has, 
empty pizza boxes and energy drinks. 

He is overweight, with acne covering his entire face, and 
he’s pale. Or if you want, Joe 
can be tall and lanky who is 
pale with acne. Either one will 
work. Let’s not forget that Joe 
doesn’t have a girlfriend. Oh, 
and he must wear glasses.

This is a common stereotype 
of video game players, 
especially guys. This 
perception has been running 
for as long as I’ve been alive. 

Honestly, I have only 
witnessed this stereotype 
as true a few times in my 
life. The problem is that this 
perception of video gamers 
is still very much alive even 
after 30 years. 

What’s ironic is that video 
games today are a social 
phenomena. With the creation of online gaming and 
the new technology of video game consoles, developers 
encourage people to play with others. Very few games 
today encourage a gamer to play alone.

On the website, www.thegamereviews.com, staff writer 
Stew Shearer wrote an article on five stereotypes of 
gamers that need to change:

1. Gaming is for Children
2. Gaming is for Guys
3. Gamers are Anti-social
4. Gamers Don’t Get Dates
5. Gamers Are a Powder Keg

What is interesting to point out is that three out of the 
five stereotypes mentioned by Shearer are related to my 
stereotype I mention in the beginning of this article.

Shearer states that gaming is not only for guys but girls 
are increasingly becoming more involved with gaming. He 

says that the image of gamers 
being anti-social is highly 
stereotyped and is nothing 
what people think it to be.

“Nonetheless, the image of the 
gamer/nerd is one of a pasty 
skinned, pen protector-toting 
fellow living in his parent’s 
basement, emerging only for 
snacks and the occasional 
bathroom run. The gamer of 
today is typically no longer the 
type that might have emerged 
from a Revenge of the Nerds 
casting call; they run a wide 
spectrum,” says Shearer.

The last stereotype Shearer 
mentions is that “Gamers 
Don’t Get Dates.” I myself 
will vouch by saying that 
most regulars that shop at 

GameStop have girlfriends or wives, and all but one of my 
co-workers at GameStop has a wife, fiancé, or girlfriend/
boyfriend.

Another source that discusses this matter is www.
psxextreme.com. An article entitled “How to Kill Video 
Game Stereotypes” talks about how the perceived 
stereotypes today can no longer apply to the “nerd” image. 

Writer Ben Dutka states, “You’re well aware of the list of 
ignorant and archaic beliefs held by the masses (just say 
the word “nerd” and everything else is implied), but I know 
for a fact that millions of gamers out there aren’t pale, 
friendless virgins who hunker down in their bedrooms on 
Saturday nights to avoid the outside world.”

Breaking the Stereotype:
Video Games are Not Just for Nerds

Marissa Smail, age 14, playing her Nintendo Wii, which she 
enjoys on a regular basis.  (Photo: Kayla Smail)
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Dutka’s article explains that somehow people who are not 
involved in the gaming world still think all gamers look the 
same, and this is completely wrong. This is a perception 
that has to change because it has been endured for too 
long.

Online gaming is huge, and it continues to grow. There are 
many games today that are only created for online play 
and some have been known for online content rather than 
the offline counter-part. 

Call of Duty Modern Warfare 2 is a good example. As a 
retailer in video games, I can say that a majority of gamers 
who play Call of Duty Modern Warfare 2 are over the age 
of 20. I can also say that almost none of them meet the 
stereotype that I mention above.

Another great example is the Nintendo Wii. Developers at 
Nintendo created a system that not only targets current 
gamers but encourages non-gamers to play too. 

I greet many customers daily over the age of 50 asking 
about the Wii and what it is all about. The most common 
response I get is, “I am new to this video game thing. I 
don’t know anything about the Wii. Tell me what I should 
know.”

These people don’t meet my stereotype either. 

We are talking about people older than my parents and 
people who are as old as my grandparents. These people 
want to play games.

But why do people still have this negative outlook 
on gaming and gamers? I was able to talk to a local 
GameStop Assistant Manager, Josh Brokaw, for his input 
on the matter.

As a video game retail worker and a gamer, Brokaw has 
watched video games change from an anti-social pastime 
to a social phenomena. He believes that there are two 
main factors that have made video games social: the 

prevalence of the Internet and Nintendo. 

The internet makes it quicker and easier for anyone to 
play a game anywhere, whether it is on a phone or the 
computer, and you can be connected with millions of 
people at once. Nintendo has changed the perception of 
gaming into something that can be enjoyed as a family 
activity. 

“I have never, ever seen my grandmother pick up a video 
game controller in my life, but last holiday season there 
she was, cursing at the screen, Wii remote in hand, 
because she just bowled a 7-10 split,” describes Brokaw. 

Even through these changes, however, the “anti-social 
nerd” stereotype doesn’t seem to have been broken.

According to Brokaw, the main stream gamers don’t 
believe that they are gamers.  People can play Bejeweled 
at work, Tiger Woods on their Wii and Farmville on 
Facebook every day, but they still don’t believe that they 
are part of the gamer world. 

Still, Brokaw believes that, “slowly, people will realize 
that they are just as much of a gamer as the 16 year-old 
boy with glasses who just stood in line for an hour at the 
midnight release of Final Fantasy XIII.”

I think Brokaw has a point. People new to gaming that 
play “casual” games, whether it’s something on the 
computer as measly as Solitaire, or something that 
involves exercising on the Wii, don’t consider themselves 
“gamers” because they might not consider them actual 
games to those who play Call of Duty or Halo.

Gamers come in every shape and form. There are millions 
of gamers out there to prove it.  Gaming is not only for kids 
but adults and grandparents too. Gaming is becoming 
more socially accepted as time moves on. 

The problem is the gaming stereotype still lingers. §

gamers Come in every shaPe and form.
There are millions of gamers oUT There To Prove iT.
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Review: Clash of the Titans (2010)

By Rodger Holsinger

This movie should have been called Skirmish of the Titans, 
because the mighty have fallen … far.

According to Box Office Mojo, the 2010 release of “Clash of 
the Titans” earned $61,235,105 in its opening weekend 
and has earned over $132 million thus fur, but box office 
proceeds have been declining steadily each weekend.  

“Clash of the Titans” begins with the half-god, half-man 
Perseus (Sam Worthington) surfacing upon the water, and 
he is saved by a fisherman out at sea and subsequently 
raised as a fisherman, unaware of his demi-god heritage.

The film then time-lapses to the point when Perseus 
grows up, and the audience first becomes aware of the 
war brewing between mankind and the gods.  When the 
humans defy the gods by destroying their temples and 
statues, the gods retaliate by demanding that Princess 
Andromeda (Alexa Davalos) be sacrificed.  

This demand reveals to Perseus his true identity as the 
son of Zeus and sets the stage for his uncertain quest to 
find the three witches and save the princess, in rebellion 
of his father and to prove his humanity. 

Unfortunately, the 2010 remake of the 1981 film appears 
to be hybrid plot of the original 1981 release and the Walt 
Disney cartoon movie, “Hercules.”  In fact, the plot was so 
jumbled between “Hercules” and the original “Clash of the 
Titans,” that it only served to create a lack of substance 
within the film.  Neither of the meshed plots dominated, 
and they certainly didn’t complement each other.

The predictable twists and turns unfolded one right after 
the other, leading up to the expected end where love 
prevails.  (I believe that the person beside me who took a 
nap probably woke and still knew exactly what happened 
and what was going to happen next.) 

Furthermore, the acting left something to be desired, and 
I felt as though I was seeing a moving picture book, with 
people sharing the lines.  

The so-called battles should actually be considered 
skirmishes; half of the warriors died in the first fifteen 
minutes, and Perseus always knew exactly how to be 
victorious, be it in battle with giant scorpions, witches, a 
giant snake named Medusa, or the less than impressive 
Kraken (as compared to the one created for “Pirates of 
the Caribbean”).

Still, in the clash of the titanic releases between the 
original 1981 film and the 2010 remake, the remake 
steals the stage with its stunning special effects, but the 
1981 “Clash of the Titans” holds its own with its  acting 
and plot.  (According to Box Office Mojo, the original clash 
of the Titans, raked in $41 million, which would equal 
about $110 million in today’s market.)

The original “Clash of the Titans” had the typical “hero 
meets princess and falls in love” plot: when the princess 
is commanded to be sacrificed to the goddess of love, 
Perseus sets out on a quest to find a way to save his 
fair heroine, returning with Medusa’s head and has the 
typical fairy tale ending. The original film had effects that 
were…well, sad when compared to today’s standards.  
The acting, on the other hand, was good enough to draw 
you into the film and enjoy the journey.

In my opinion, the 2010 movie was a waste of remake and 
only deserves to be praised for its special effects, so if you 
enjoy paying $10 to see a dazzling special effects show 
this is your movie. 

However, if you like to see a film, I think my recommendation 
is summed up best with a quote from Perseus:  “Trust your 
senses and don’t look this bitch in the eyes.”§

i believe ThaT The Person beside me who TooK a naP
Probably woKe and sTill Knew exaCTly whaT haPPened 

and whaT was going To haPPen nexT.
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Season 14 of “South Park” Still Pushing Boundaries

By Kevin Muska

Over the years, “South Park” has evolved from a show based on the adventures of four animated elementary school 
kids to a commentary on current events.  For the fourteenth season, creators Trey Parker and Matt Stone haven’t 
changed a thing.

The first episode of the season, “Sexual Healing,” was exactly what “South Park” fans knew was coming: an episode 
lampooning Tiger Woods.  What we didn’t expect was the inclusion of Ben Roethlisberger, Charlie Sheen, David 
Duchovny, and other celebrities being chastised for their sex addiction.

As usual, there was a moral to the story: there’s no secret cure to solving sex (or any other) addiction.  More often than 
not, the moral at the end of just about every episode is the one that makes the most sense; therefore, it’s the one 
that the media and most others have generally ignored, which is where most of the material for the show comes from.

The second episode of the season dealt with the banning of books in libraries and schools across the country.  The 
boys were instructed to read “The Catcher in the Rye” and told that it was just removed from the banned books list.  
Unsurprisingly, the boys were extremely excited about the possible dirty language and adult situations and read the 
book in one sitting.

Upon discovering that there’s really nothing dirty at all about “The Catcher in the Rye,” the boys decide to write their 
own sordid, disgusting tale to show everyone what adult situations are really all about.  To make a long story short, it 
becomes a national best seller and is analyzed by everyone.  It’s only at the end that the boys realize that not all stories 
make sense or have a meaning behind them (which is what I’ve been telling my English teachers all these years).

The third episode, entitled “Medicinal Marijuana,” shows what might happen should the general population start 
faking illnesses in order to get weed legally.  Stan’s dad, Randy Marsh (one of the best characters on TV as far as I’m 
concerned), puts his testicles in a microwave so he can get cancer and in turn receive a medical marijuana card.  His 
balls become so engorged that he has to push them around in a wheelbarrow, but he doesn’t care; he’s high as a kite.

And then there are the newest episodes.  “200” may have been one of the funniest episodes I’ve seen in fourteen 
seasons.  For the 200th episode of the series, creators Parker and Stone decided to bring back every celebrity they’ve 
ever bashed on the episode to sue the town of South Park for slandering them.  I won’t go into detail, but hilarity 
ensues.

There’s also a bit of controversy (surprise!) surrounding this episode.  In a CNN.com story, it’s revealed that Muhammad, 
the Muslim prophet, is not supposed to be seen according to some Muslim traditions.  For part of the episode, Parker 
and Stone have him dressed in a mascot bear costume; but nothing is sacred on South Park, making it all the better.

Something I’ve begun to wonder lately is when the series will end.  It’s been 14 seasons, and Parker and Stone haven’t 
lost a step yet.  One would assume that eventually they’d want to move on to different projects, but as long as they’re 
having fun, I hope they stick around.  

Though the show can be crass, crude, insulting, and offensive, the episodes have meaning.  If only more people would 
listen, America might be a better place. §
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CreaTive
We love to express ourselves in any imaginable form of art, so who doesn’t love a good poem?  Shorter than a book, 
quieter than music and movies, and unlike visual paintings, they’re written so their messages can be received easily.  
Sometimes their messages can be painful, joyful, humorous, or complex.  This means there is a poem that everyone 
can relate to, whether it be free verse, rhyme, or only two lines. 

According to Poets.org, April is national poetry month and has been celebrated as such since April of 
1996. What better way is there to celebrate this written art form, other than have the April edition’s newly  
designated creative section dedicated to poetry?

What Changed,
Sire of mine?
Once all was quite fine,
But then, on you, all changed.
It became, not dissimilar to that of swine,
Saying not to be like the sloth, 
But, unbenounced, lurking beneath was the ethic of an 
       equine.
Cleansing only with the fallen rain and a cloth,
Wondering how you became so deranged, 
A vow, of likeness,
Was sworn ne’r to become.
Vocals of vulgar and insult were your song,
Lyrics woven of curses and implications of dumb,
No sooner thought, then off the tongue. 
The multiple vile toxins were inhaled right to heart and 
       lung,
Fear and pain had all been drained,
On a short leash, essence was chained,
Creating senses that are somewhat numb.
Freedom and growth was sought and yearned,

All the time, oh so long,
To you, help was never turned. 
Now the constructed towering wall,
For Sabrina, may never fall,
Which is why, there is rarely a call, 
The future not bright, but dull.
For all of this, one day we will traverse
Down the lane and converse,
From the past, it will be quite diverse.
For all of those years,
Many alarms still do ring,
Peers would only speak in leers, 
Forcing multitudes of beers 
And an ocean of unshed tears,
One incapable of cleansing the smears,
For this heart rarely does sing.
Not, but a lot, has changed in me,
Inciting the possibility of glee,
Still buried beneath some sharp rare and pain,
But, this is a mere scrape upon the knee,
From only a step down the lane

A Step Back Down the Lane

By Rodger Holsinger

When I look at you,
I see something I want;
But will I ever get it?
What am I supposed to do?
It’s scary to think,
And I wonder if I’ll ever.
But sometimes, I just forget
I forget about you
And everything we have.
But then, I come back to life.
What am I supposed to do?
You’re the best thing

I could ever have,
And I know that it’s true.
But, sometimes, I get confused.
I don’t know what you want,
And what I want is a mystery, too.
Usually, I’m so sure.
I always make decisions;
But not when it comes to you.
What am I supposed to do?
So we’ll keep going
And life will go as it may
And I’ll just stay and wait…
So what are you going to do?

Deciding

By Kayla Smail
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Meandering Mind

By Rodger Holsinger

A Reader’s Journey

By Rodger Holsinger

You gave me a hug
And the love just came
Right through you to me
I just felt…happiness
You came to my house
And we just talked
Into late hours of the night
I just felt…comfort
You held my hand
And we just smiled
You and I in silence
And I just felt…serene
You looked into my eyes
And it was heaven
Seeing each others feelings
I just felt…love…

I Just Felt...

By Kayla Smail

So many angles I now can see,
So much more in depth the world is to me.
Yet for my methods I have fear,
Perhaps my mind isn’t so clear.
So much is to be had,
Yet here I am, not happy but sad.
I feel as though one.
For visions, I have none.
Enlightenment can be mine,
But the search continues for a sign,
Questioning what is the divine.
Feeling full of sin,
For motives, I see happiness akin
Yet what an ignorant daze I am in.
Of life, I just want a peak,
For the past was only really, a weak, 
Oh, I can still sense that reek,
But what is the view of the meek.
Awareness, I fear I will not keep
Still some choices require a great leap
Disoriented, I feel lost
Purpose can seem like a midnight frost.
It prominently appears,
Vanishing quickly, bringing tears.
Looking at the stars,
Wandering, when I will hurdle life’s bars.
I’m sprinting through life blind,
Trying to exist with a meandering mind.

Reading everything line by line
Thinking this would go easier with wine.
It always helps to have a rhyme,
But, it is everything except a waste of time.
After enduring through each session, 
You begin to realize that this is pure expression.
There are no rules to which you must commit. 
Few can write depth and free, 
Though at first hard to read I admit,
Seeing, hearing, and feeling can evoke thought in the 
       family of a tree.
When the easy scheme ceases,
The shallow meanings increases, 
Concrete forms into complex.
The gears must began to turn and click,
Smoke is sensed as cobwebs and dust are cleared, 
All is drawn from the internal universe.
What I have written, may not be read, 
Rather a whole different message instead.
We have walked awhile,
But I must confess, I need rest.
Think on this, because life is poetic bliss.
This stroll was a microcosm symbol of a mere
       thought,    
Shared between us, through speechless talk. 
Do we share telepathy? Perhaps, perhaps not.
I said what need be shown, now I must depart as
       though never known.
When you inhale the air very few hold dear,
In your head, my echo you may hear,
throughout your continuous journey.

now that you’ve gone
there’s an emptiness inside me
one that i’ve never felt
one that wasn’t there before
now that you’ve left
there’s this loneliness i feel
one that i’ve never experienced
one that i can’t get over
you left me alone
you left me empty
you left a space
and i can’t seem to fill it…

Empty

By Kayla Smail
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Now that it’s late April and the 2010 NHL playoffs are here, I thought they deserved some thoughts.  As my favorite 
postseason tournament, I keep very close tabs on what’s going on, with both the Penguins and the other fifteen teams 
that made the playoffs.  

Here’s my first-round Eastern Conference predictions:
 
No. 1 Washington Capitals versus No. 8 Montreal Canadiens
 
The Caps led the league in goals scored this year with an average of 3.82 goals per game and 313 total for the season, 
according to NHL.com.  However, their goaltending situation is rather suspect, with the notoriously inconsistent Jose 
Theodore starting in goal and 21-year-old Semyon Varlamov at backup.  On the plus side, Theodore comes into the 
playoffs having gone 20-0-3 in his last twenty-three games started; too bad the regular season means nothing at this 
point, and the book is still out on whether Theodore can get it done in the playoffs.
 
The Canadiens, on the other hand, have one of the league’s hottest goaltenders in Jaroslav Halak.  With a save per-
centage of .924 (good for fourth in the league, according to NHL.com), Halak has been one of the main reasons the 
Canadiens’ snuck into the playoffs with the eighth-seed.  For the Canadiens to win even one game in this series, Halak 
would likely have to stand on his head and steal the game by himself.  

Caps in five.
 
No. 2 New Jersey Devils versus No. 7 Philadelphia Flyers

For the first third of the season, the Flyers were in the tank.  Nothing went right until they fired head coach John Stevens 
and replaced him with Peter Laviolette, Carolina’s Stanley Cup-winning coach in 2006.  But just as their play began to 
improve, starting goalie Ray Emery went down with a season-ending hip injury, and no. 2 goalie Michael Leighton soon 
followed, leaving only the no. 3 option in Brian Boucher.  Though Boucher has overachieved and played well, many 
doubt that will continue in the pressure-cooker that is the NHL playoffs.

With the acquisition of Ilya Kovalchuk before the Olympics, the Devils signaled their intent to go for the Stanley Cup.  
New Jersey, long known as a defensive stalwart, picked up the sniper Kovalchuk to presumably allow them to score at 
the same pace as the Penguins and Capitals in the postseason.  

But with New Jersey’s patented trapping defensive scheme, it doesn’t allow Kovalchuk’s natural skill to shine through 
as it would on an up-tempo team.  Martin Brodeur is still considered one of the best goaltenders in the league, but 
Philly beat the Devils five-of-six times in the regular season this year.  

Flyers in seven.

NHL Eastern Conference First-Round Playoff Preview

By Kevin Muska

ThoUgh boUCher has overaChieved and Played well,
many doUbT ThaT will ConTinUe in The PressUre-CooKer

ThaT is The nhl Playoffs.
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No. 3 Buffalo Sabres versus No. 6 Boston Bruins
 
Ryan Miller (Buffalo) and Tuukka Rask (Boston) are the starting goalies in this matchup.  They finished 1-2 respectively 
in goals-against-average and save percentage in the entire NHL.  Neither team is what I’d refer to as an offensive 
powerhouse, but the Sabres finished tenth in goals this season while Boston finished dead-last as the only team that 
didn’t score more than 200 goals.  Though Rask has played the best hockey of his life this year, I doubt Boston has the 
firepower to score enough goals to beat the US Olympic hero Miller.  

Buffalo in six.
 
No. 4 Pittsburgh Penguins versus No. 5 Ottawa Senators
 
Ottawa could provide a potentially dangerous matchup for the Penguins.  This year’s inconsistency and lack of focus 
could allow the Senators to jump on the Pens early and not let up.  
 
Ottawa’s top pairing on defense, Chris Phillips and Anton Volchenkov, will surely draw the assignment of containing 
Sidney Crosby.  These two big, physical defensemen can make life very difficult for goal-scorers, and could do so for 
Crosby with his lack of proven scoring on the wing.  Right-winger Bill Guerin can still play pretty well for a thirty-nine 
year old, but left-winger Chris Kunitz has been essentially worthless since coming to the Penguins at the 2009 trade 
deadline.  Though he did play on a Stanley Cup winning team, he hasn’t lived up to his 3.6 million-dollar salary (accord-
ing to cbssports.com).

If Volchenkov and Phillips bottle up Crosby, the scoring onus will fall to the second line that features Evgeni Malkin and 
the disappointing Alexei Ponikarovsky, who has, according to NHL.com, scored only two goals since the Pens acquired 
him at the trade deadline.  The real point I’m trying to make is if the Pens secondary scoring doesn’t step up, they won’t 
last long this year.
 
On the positive side, while Marc-Andre Fleury has been maddeningly inconsistent this year, he’s still the same guy that 
took the Pens to the Stanley Cup finals two years running.  His regular season play is oft-maligned (including by me), 
but when it comes to the playoffs he’s always been spectacular.  Ottawa goalie Brian Elliott is twenty-four-years old 
(only a year younger than Fleury, but a lifetime in playoff-years) and has never seen the ice in a postseason contest 
before.  Look for Fleury to make a big difference in this series and show the young gun Elliott how it’s done.  

Pens in six. §

The niTTany Pride is now on faCebooK!

The Nittany Pride has become a member of everyone’s favorite social networking site!
 

Friend “Nittany Pride” from your Facebook account to receive regular updates
from the NP editors regarding the paper’s progress, and take advantage

of the opportunity to give us your opinions for the website and print
edition of the Nittany Pride!

looK for fleUry To maKe a big differenCe 
in This series and show The yoUng gUn ellioTT 

how iT’s done.
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There is no question that, in general, one is better off 
possessing a college degree than not.  According to the US 
Census Bureau, a college degree is worth approximately 
$26,000 more per year as compared to a high school 
degree. 

Even when considering the fact that such statistics do not 
take into account range of exceptions that would diminish 
the implications of the study, this is a significant gap.  When 
one considers that many professions are not available 
to those without a college degree, the importance of a 
college degree becomes more apparent.

Unfortunately, college is not a viable option for many 
people.

Currently, the concept of the “birthright” is indirectly still 
in effect; people who were fortunate enough to be born 
into even relatively wealthy families have a significant 
advantage over people born into low-income surroundings. 

An article on Epi.org reveals several shocking figures:  
among high-income students who scored above-average 
in 8th grade math, 74% went on to acquire a college 
degree, compared with 29% of low-income students who 
performed the same.  

Further demonstrating that income, more than academic 
performance, determines if a person will graduate from 
college: of the students from low-income families who 
scored poorly, only 3% went on to complete college.  
Compare this with the 30% of students from high-income 
families who scored poorly yet still went to college and 
graduated.

This is a patently unfair situation.  However, to some, 
“unfair” is a term that was abandoned along with 
childhood.  So, alternately, consider the overall social 
benefit that will be realized by universal education.  

There are millions of unschooled yet intelligent people; they 
represent a wealth of untapped potential for technological 
innovation, artistic contributions, and political leadership.  

Some people argue that competition is what fosters 
innovation; that the more laissez-faire the government 
is, the more products will be developed, regardless of 
economic inequality.  I confess that I am not familiar 
enough with economic theory to offer a significant counter 
to this position, although I personally disagree with it. 

Currently, wealth is viewed as a yardstick for success, 
all that one needs to aspire to.  However, what if pride 
or personal accomplishments were equally important?  
Although these qualities are supposedly key to the 
mythological view of America, advocates of capitalism 
tend to downplay them when talk of “socialism” begins.

If our society valued pride (pride in one’s accomplishments, 
pride in contributing to the greater whole), the financial 
drive for innovation would be demolished.  One argument 
against socialism is that people will simply not work 
because there is no incentive to do so.  

In a society that values personal acquisition of material 
goods and money, this is certainly true.  However, if one 
places value on being useful, on not taking advantage of 
one’s neighbors, on being part of the community, then 
there is actually an incentive to work together.

It is possible for people to work together, to help each 
other out, and to still make progress.  All that is needed is 
a reevaluation of what we value.

Of course, academic performance alone would also 
not be an adequate indicator of intelligence, given the 
unreliability and biases of standardized tests and the 
inability to objectively measure creativity and other facets 
of intelligence. 

But for the financial situation of one’s family to be the 
primary determinant of one’s future success in college 
and, consequently, the workforce, is not only unfair but 
economically questionable. §

The Right to Learn More: 
The Unfair Advantages of Higher Education

By Andrew Tsou
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When Ben Roethlisberger was taken with the no. 11 pick 
in the 2004 NFL draft, it was naturally assumed that 
he would take the place of the aging and increasingly 
ineffective Tommy Maddox.

When Maddox was injured, Ben stepped up and became 
a Pittsburgh hero, taking the Steelers all the way to the 
AFC Championship game in his rookie year.  The year after 
that, the Steelers defeated the Seattle Seahawks to win 
the Super Bowl, and Roethlisberger became the youngest 
quarterback to ever win the big game.

Steeler’s fans rejoiced; they had found their golden 
boy at last.  After years of mediocre quarterbacks (Neil 
O’Donnell, Tommy Maddox, Bubby Brister, etc.), they’d 
finally found themselves a winner.

Four years later, in 2009, the Steelers won the Super 
Bowl again with Roethlisberger at the helm.  Though he 
was only twenty-six at the time, Ben was a two-time Super 
Bowl winning quarterback in a city that revered winners 
on the football field.

But there were whispers.  Rumors about his off-the-field 
behavior.  Stories about his general demeanor, about his 
work ethic.  And then there was the first accusation, a 
woman from a Lake Tahoe hotel who claimed that Ben 
had forced himself on her in 2008.

Many of us were able to look the other way; this kind of 
thing seemed to happen all the time now.  After the Duke 
Lacrosse case, in which three young men were falsely 
accused of raping a woman at a party, it was easy to paint 
the woman in Lake Tahoe as a liar.  Perhaps she wanted 
money, notoriety, or her fifteen minutes of fame.

Or perhaps she was telling the truth.

With Roethlisberger’s latest misdeeds, it’s difficult to tell 
what he’s done behind closed (bathroom) doors.  

It’s understandable that he’s a professional athlete, that 
he’s a target for gold digging women.  A single accuser is 
one thing; now there are two, and a third coming down 

the pipe whose accusations were revealed only several 
days ago.

What are we supposed to think?

None of this has been proven yet, so I won’t jump 
to conclusions regarding the accusations.  The only 
conclusion I’ll jump to is that Ben is an idiot.

I understand that he’s only twenty-eight and that he 
has a lot of money.  I understand that he’s famous, and 
sometimes fame makes people think they’re above the 
law.  Or, in Ben’s case, makes him not think at all.

What is he doing putting himself in that situation?  
Shouldn’t he realize by now that he’s the face of a proud 
NFL franchise?  

He’s worth 105 million dollars, more than most of us 
will ever make combined.  He’s probably not desperate 
for women, so why is he having his bodyguards allegedly 
“drag” an underage, drunk woman into a dingy bathroom 
for him?

There’s also the fact that he’s being accused of buying 
drinks for the underage girl and her sorority sisters.  Does 
he not realize that people talk?  That people have cell 
phone cameras?  How can he grasp the complexities of 
an NFL offense and still act with such stupidity?

But for now, Ben is guilty of nothing but bad judgment.  
Perhaps he got away with something, perhaps the girl was 
too drunk to remember correctly, or perhaps she’s even 
lying.  In any case, we’ll probably never know.

I’m sure Roethlisberger will never read this article, and 
I’m sure that he doesn’t give a rat’s behind what me or 
anyone else thinks about him.  I just hope he cleans up 
his act for himself and the sake of his football team.  

He’s been given physical gifts that allow him to live a life 
that most of us can never imagine.  Let’s hope he starts 
living it in a less embarrassing way. §

Big Ben Guilty Only of Bad Judgment

By Kevin Muska
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The recent case of Jordan Brown, a twelve-year old accused of murder, has illustrated the inability of our current legal 
system to adequately deal with alleged criminals.  

Judge Dominick Motto recently ruled that Brown can be tried as an adult, according to a story in the Pittsburgh-Post 
Gazette.  There has been and certainly will be more talk about this particular injustice.  However, I believe there is a 
solution, be it completely unorthodox.

First, the basic facts:  Brown has been accused of murdering Kenzie Houk, his father’s pregnant fiancé, as reported in 
the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.  Brown was eleven at the time of the murder. 

The decision to try Brown as an adult is certainly unfortunate for the defendant and has been rightfully condemned in 
many quarters.  It may be legally permissible, but it is certainly ethically dubious.

But this decision is what it is, and lacking a background in law, this writer is unable to say if it is possible for the ruling 
to be overturned at a later date.  Does this mean that the defendant is now hopeless?

Let us consider a hypothetical scenario: a young man named John Doe is arrested for petty theft.  Despite the fact 
that this is his first offense and that the crime is relatively minor, if he is found guilty, his sentence will be life in prison.
Personally, if I was on the hypothetical jury in this trial, I would vote “not guilty.” 

Yes, even if there was strong evidence of every kind (DNA, surveillance camera recordings, a confession), I would still 
vote “not guilty.” I would do this not because the person is innocent, but because the punishment is out of proportion 
to the situation.

This recourse can be considered a form of jury nullification. According to the University of Missouri-Kansas City School 
of Law (UMKC) website, jury nullification refers to juries deciding that a defendant is “not guilty” because they believe 
that the law under which the accused was tried is unjust.  Certainly this is a reasonable action against unjust laws. 
 
Indeed, jury nullification has been used for centuries; in one instance, a jury refused to convict people who violated the 
Fugitive Slave Act, as discussed on the website of the Fully Informed Jury Association.  Jury nullification is intended to 
protect people against unjust laws that, for various reasons, remain on the books.  However, I would also argue that it 
is an effective counter to just laws with unjust sentences.

In our hypothetical case, the crime Doe is charged with is rightfully considered a crime.  However, the sentence is 
excessive.  Given that the jury cannot decide the sentence, their choice is to effectively take away a man’s life or to set 
him free.  

Would you feel comfortable sentencing someone to life in prison for stealing a candy bar?

Using Jury Nullification to Counter Unjust Sentences

By Andrew Tsou

woUld yoU feel ComforTable senTenCing someone  
To life in Prison for sTealing a Candy bar?
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Of course, these situations are hardly parallels.  Murder is, quite obviously, a more severe crime than petty theft.  
However, the same principle of an unjust sentence applies.

Some people argue that an eleven-year old is capable of making decisions on the same level as a person ten years 
his senior.  To more rational people, an eleven-year old cannot comprehend the meaning of “life in prison.”  This does 
not excuse his alleged actions, but does suggest that we should not blindly condemn him and effectively take away 
the rest of his life.

There is a certain school of thought that says the law can and should be used to extract vengeance, to punish criminals.  
Another school dictates that the law should only be used to deter future crime, not merely recklessly punish offenders.
The crime Brown is accused of is clearly horrific.  

But what will be served by sentencing him to life in prison?  

We as a society might feel better about ourselves, congratulate our system for having avenged the victim’s death.  A 
more compassionate view might realize that sentencing a twelve-year old to life in prison actually creates a new victim.

Again, this is not to excuse Brown’s alleged actions, but rather to place the current situation in context.  Perhaps 
rehabilitation is not possible, but to punish the 30-year old Jordan Brown for the alleged actions of the 11-year old 
Jordan Brown defies not only logic, but basic human compassion.

Did Brown commit the crime he’s accused of?  Well, as far as I’m concerned, at this point, that’s irrelevant.  At this 
point, the choice for his jury is, like it or not, to either sentence him to life in prison or to set him free.  

Which is the greater evil?  Could you decide? §

For further reading on the Brown case or jury nullification, visit:

http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/10089/1046651-54.stm

http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/09053/950921-52.stm

http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/zenger/nullification.html

http://fija.org/2010/02/15/jury-nullificaion-150-years-ago/

aTTenTion sTUdenTs:
The niTTany Pride is on The Prowl for sTaff & ConTenT

We are in need of writers, photographers, videographers, and artists of any kind to help improve our 
news magazine and website.

The editoral staff is open to suggestions and willing to accept many different 
kinds of content.

Anyone interested in contributing to 
The Nittany Pride should 

e-mail us at:

nittanypridenews@gmail.com



oPinion

21

Well, it is that time of the year: the time that the trees 
are slowly regrowing their leaves, the flowers are in bloom, 
and the weather is just so perfect that you could spend 
the whole day out in the sunshine. 

These are the beckoning signs the best time of year is 
coming, summer, the time when everyone starts to make 
plans enjoy the simple pleasures of life and the weather.

But while the weather is starting to heat up and put every-
one in a good mood, it is not the only thing that’s on the 
rise, so too are the amount of missed classes, homework 
and anxiety.  

‘Tis the season when everyone is bogged down and would 
much rather be doing something else, and why not?  The 
last break that we had where the weather  wasn’t freezing 
with snow all over the ground was summer of 2009. 

The homework is beginning to pile up in the inbox (and 
this by itself creates enough stress).  Not to mention that 
in two weeks, all the students and professors will be bom-
barded by a week of testing that helps to determine our 
final grades for this semester’s courses.  

For some, this is the make-or-break, do-or-die time, and 
we all have to struggle through these last few weeks to-
gether to see the beautiful sunlight at the end of the se-
mester.

I personally have begun to lose the motivation to be stuck 
in doors, only admiring the outside world as it passes by. 
This only adds to the stress of the ever growing list of pa-
pers and articles that I need to write.  While trying to wade 
through the thickets of words that I just throw down on 
page after page, my mind begins to drift to all the tests 
that I need to study for.  

The old saying goes “no pain, no gain.” 

Well, as if I’m not feeling enough pain, why not throw in 
the juggling act of the responsibilities of work, family, and 
friends?  If only my body burned calories from all the men-
tal work, stress and frustration, as it does from a good 
workout, then I would be already fit enough for summer.

Just to see what other students are stressed about this 
time of the year, I handed out surveys to randomly select-
ed students throughout the campus, asking what issues 
they were facing, if they had any good study habits and if 
there was anything good about the end of the semester 
for a positive note.  

There were three common responses to the stressors of 
the end of the semester. 

The first stress that many students share is the accumu-
lating pile of unfinished papers, projects and tests that 
seemed to have appeared out of thin air. Some students 
stated that they had several papers yet to write, others 
projects to complete, and many said that they had tests to 
study for and take, including the finals.  

Joe Mandak studying in the Academic and Career Success 
Center on campus.  (Photo: Rodger Holsinger)

What Time is It?  Stress Time!

By Rodger Holsinger

do yoU have qUesTions or CommenTs aboUT The niTTany Pride?

do yoU have ideas ThaT CoUld helP Us imProve oUr PaPer?

e-mail Us aT:   
nittanypridenews@gmail.com
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A lot of students said they had some combination of the 
three.  

The next stress a lot of students said they had is their 
entrance to major or scheduling their classes for the next 
school year.  The final, but not final, major stress, that ma-
jority of the students seem to face is the uncertainty of 
their grades and the struggle to try and get them up to 
par.

The major suggestion that people had for studying was 
to take everything a day at a time and try to accomplish 
at least one assignment or study for a test at least once 
a day. 

“Remember the stress you’re feeling now is temporary,” 
said Melissa Gemballa, a business major on campus.  
“Stay focused on the big picture (graduating with a de-
gree) and don’t obsess over the little details (like not do-
ing well on one test).”

Just about all of the students agreed that the best way to 
relax is to hang out with friends, sleep, and watch a good 
TV show or movie.

But remember, there are good things waiting at the end 
of the semester.

“My favorite thing about the end of the semester is know-
ing I have a big break ahead of me,” said Scott Mathes, 
“and the accomplished feeling I get when I do well in a 

class.”

I will admit that all of this can be quite difficult to tackle 
while keeping a sane mind, so the question is who can we 
blame for all of this stress? Should we blame the profes-
sors?  After all, it is them who give us all of this homework.  

I personally find them to be an easy source to place the 
blame on, so I decided to randomly survey professors and 
see if and what they are stressed over this time of year, 
as well as how they try to help student, to reassure myself 
that  they aren’t just here to make our lives miserable.

Several professors seem to share a major stress of keep-
ing students interested and motivated on the subject 
material that needs accomplished, while trying to finish 
teaching all of their material that needs to be covered.  

Another major stress shared amongst professors is the 
students who wait till the very last week of the semester 
to try to make up all of the missed work and assignments. 
As much as the students are stressed over getting all of 
their work accomplished, all of the professors are equally 
stressed over grading the completed work, as well as the 
other varying tasks that they need to have accomplished 
before the end of the semester. Professor Aima stated 
that he was stressed by “failing students,” but I’m sure 
he’s not the only professor who goes through that anxiety.

Also, “the end of the semester means ‘good-bye,” said 
Professor Ian Murphy, “which can be sad.”

On a more positive note, some professors look forward to 
seeing the excel.

“I like to see how far some students have progressed, es-
pecially if they’ve been my student for both semesters,” 
said Laurie Kamenic.

All of the professors said that they try to make this time 
easier on students by clearly stating what is required on 
assignments for the remaining few weeks. The majority of 
the professors also said they try to have their door open 
for troubled students to catch up on their homework and 
be where they need to. They were all on agreement on 
trying to be understanding to the students’ stress and rec-
ommend that students do not procrastinate on any home-
work assignments or studying for exams.§

Laurie Kamenic grading papers in her office, located in the 
Academic Success Center.  (Photo: Rodger Holsinger)



What Are You Doing This Summer?

Rachael Pedder: 
I want to spend time 

with my family but I also 
can’t wait to go out with 

my friends. I want to 
enjoy everything I can!

Chris Gizzi: 
I’m looking forward to 
working and making 

some money. I also can’t 
wait to take my jet ski out 

on the river.

Jessica Ankeny: 
I can’t wait to go swim-
ming and tanning. I just 
want to have some fun 

this summer!

Kirsten Fernandez: 
I’m possibly going to Key 

West this summer. I’m 
excited for that, and I just 

want to enjoy myself.

Penn State New Ken Graduation Schedule
Awards Ceremony: Academic and Student Life Awards  
are a “A Celebration of Excellence,” states the Penn State 
New Kensington Student Life web site, adding: 

Each spring semester Penn State New Kensington invites 
students, family, friends, faculty, and staff to the Academ-
ic and Student Achievement Awards ceremony, “Celebra-
tion of Excellence,” that honors the men and women who 
contribute so much to the life and spirit of Penn State New 
Kensington. The celebration recognizes outstanding student 
achievement in academic and co-curricular activities. The 
awards ceremony and commencement are two very special 
traditions that celebrate student achievement at Penn State.

This year’s Awards Ceremony will be held on Friday, 
April 30, at 7 p.m. in the Forum Theater. 120 students 
will be receiving student achievement awards and 3 faculty 
will be receiving the Excellence in Teaching Award. Admis-
sion is free and open to the public.

Commencement: The Commencement Ceremony will be 
held on Saturday, May 15, at 10:00 a.m. in the Penn State 
New Kensington Athletics Center.

The Commencement Address is going to be provided by  
Rep. Jason Altmire, Congressman for Pennsylvania’s 
Fourth Congressional District in the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives.

The ceremony will award degrees to 85 Penn State New 
Kensington Graduates, graduating with Masters, Baccalau-
reate, and Associates degrees.

The Commencement ceremony is open to the public, and 
refreshments will be served.

Chancellor Kevin Snider greeting graduates (2009). 


