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Señora Franco de Gomez Conquers Language Barriers
By Shawn Annarelli

2

UPPER BURRELL, Pa. - Maria Franco de 
Gomez slowly learned English when she 
and her husband Javier Gomez-Calderon 
moved to Tucson, Ariz. in 1979.
 
One reason is that Franco de Gomez, 
known as Señora to Penn State New 
Kensington students, didn’t readily try to 
learn all of the English language in her 
first few years in the United States.
 
“To be honest, I didn’t take it that serious-
ly, because I thought I would only be there 
for a little bit,” Franco de Gomez said.
 
Franco de Gomez never imagined their 
move to the United States from Mexico 
would be a permanent one.
 
“When we came here my husband was 
studying for his PhD at the University of 
Arizona,” Franco de Gomez said. “That 
was the only goal we had, to get his PhD 
and go back to Mexico.”
 
However, the economy in Mexico had gone from deteriorating to being in a state of crisis when Gomez-Calderon 
earned his doctorate. With three children and limited employment opportunities in Mexico, the two decided to re-
main in the United States.
 
“My husband applied at several universities, and we decided to come here,” Franco de Gomez said. “It seems that 
Penn State in general, they knew exactly about the process that they would have to follow with us for us to be work-
ing here legally.”
 
Gomez-Calderon began instructing mathematics to New Kensington students in 1986. Franco de Gomez, despite 
having a Bachelor’s in Mathematics, began taking two classes per semester at the University of Pittsburgh to earn 
her Masters in Latin American 
Literature to teach Spanish.
 
“I was teaching mathematics for about four years in Mexico,” Franco de Gomez said. “When we came to Arizona I 
wanted to teach, but I wasn’t comfortable teaching in English. I wanted to teach in Spanish, so the only choice I had 
was to teach Spanish.”
 
Franco de Gomez’s own challenges with learning English have enabled her to put herself in her students’ shoes as 
they learn Spanish.

(contd. page 3)

Franco de Gomez plans her class lessons.
(Photo by Shawn Annarelli)
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“English is a second language for me, and having to learn another language is really a big challenge for me,” Franco 
de Gomez said. “I know my accent is something that will never disappear. I really understand the difficulties to learn 
another language.”
 
Franco de Gomez began teaching Spanish to New Kensington students in 1995.

“One reason I went back to school was because I missed teaching a lot,” Franco de Gomez said.
 
However, Franco de Gomez has occasionally faced language barriers in the classroom.
 
“When I have to teach the culture classes it’s a big challenge for me,” Franco de Gomez said. “Students who have 
had me before follow me more easily, so when I have to teach these classes that are only in English it’s a big chal-
lenge. It’s hard to prepare my classes without any language barriers.”
 
Still, Franco de Gomez has learned to communicate in ways to take those barriers down.
 
“The expressions of students, for me, are important,” Franco de Gomez said. “I learned to read the expressions of 
students when they understand something or when they are confused. I can see the students’ facial expressions, 
and that will tell me to stop or keep going.”
 
Franco de Gomez’s students have taken note of her ability to communicate ideas and lessons..
 
“I think that her strong accent can be a little difficult at first, but by mid-semester everyone’s pretty comfortable with 
it,” said Shanna Williams.

Franco de Gomez’s liveliness in the classroom also keeps students engaged.

“She does whatever she can to get the students to get involved,” Williams said. “I took every class I possibly could 
take with her, and when I ran out classes I could take with her I kind of was upset about that.”
 
Franco de Gomez’s colleagues have also taken notice of her concern for her student’s ability to communicate across 
language barriers.
 
“She is so concerned that her students succeed,” said Senior Instructor of Biology Dr. Deborah Sillman. “She’s 
always thinking about ways to make the classes more interesting and fun for the students, but at the same time that 
they gain the skills that they need. She’s the kind of teacher everybody should want to be or have as a student.”
 
However, there will be a sad ending for students like Williams, because Franco de Gomez will retire within the next 
13 months.
 
“I would like to spend more time with my family and my kids with more flexibility,” Franco de Gomez said. “Another 
thing I would like to do, I know that the Hispanic community in Pittsburgh is pretty big, and I would like to help. I don’t 
know the problems that they would have, but I would try to get more involved to try to help the community.”
 
That doesn’t necessarily mean she will leave the classroom altogether.
 
“I have plans to take classes, probably at the University of Pittsburgh,” Franco de Gomez said. “I can take one or two 
classes a semester. I don’t know what I’ll do, but at least I will be in a classroom. There’s always something to learn.”
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Every once in a while someone enters your life who can influence and change the way you think and act forever.  As a 
scared freshmen entering Penn State New Kensington I needed someone or something, a sign, that everything would 
be alright.  I got that sign in the form of Señora Maria Franco de Gomez, the Spanish professor of my first class ever 
at PSNK.   

As I hesitantly entered the classroom full of strangers I was quickly comforted by the maternal professor who assured 
my fellow students and I that we would all know each other’s names soon enough and that everything would be alright.  
This experience enabled me to approach the rest of my classes that day with confidence and a needed belief in myself.  
More importantly that first experience ultimately shaped my whole academic tenure at PSNK through good grades, 
campus involvement and personal pride.  Her spirit has influenced countless teachers, students and faculty at PSNK.  

When asked about her thoughts on what makes “Señora” such a great professor, current Spanish student Sara 
Colaianne said,  “her patience and sense of humor.  ‘Señora’ is always willing to help each student.  She makes 
learning a new language fun and interesting and gives everyone a chance to participate and ask questions.  She is 
a great teacher and she is always there to help her students.  I was never good at Spanish in high school but now I 
am an ‘A’ student because ‘Señora’ has a way of really helping her students to understand everything about learning 
another language.”

Hannah McBean, a current Spanish student said, “she’s genuine and wants to see her students succeed.  She has 
made learning a new language enjoyable.  She loves to teach and that positive energy shows where ever she goes.  
She helped me and gave me precise instruction on how to sing a song I wrote in Spanish.  Now through my music I am 
not only able to reach and inspire in song people who speak the English language but also Spanish speaking people.”  

Former Spanish student, Kelly Haugh said, “Part of what makes Señora Franco de Gomez such a great professor 
is the way she’s able to relate to students and get them engaged in the class.  I always looked forward to her class 
because it was so interactive, and she always kept class interesting by using all different kinds of activities to help us 
learn instead of repeating the same thing every day.  She really made learning Spanish fun.  Señora Franco de Gomez 
puts so much energy into her classes that it makes for a really positive atmosphere to learn in.  It doesn’t feel like a 
classroom.  It feels more like you’re hanging out with friends and having a conversation instead of trying to converse 
in a foreign language in a room full of people you barely know.  That kind of atmosphere makes it a lot easier to 
participate in class and get comfortable with the language.” 

When asked why she thought “Señora” has had such a large impact on the campus, Haugh said, “I think the reason 
Señora Franco de Gomez made such an impact on so many students is that she genuinely cares about each and every 
one, and her students know that.  She really wants to know how you’re doing every day when she asks ‘Cómo estás?’ 
and she wants to see each of her students succeed.  ‘Señora’ has that rare ability all great teachers have.  She inspires 
her students to learn.  Her retirement will leave a huge void on campus because she is truly irreplaceable, and all of 
her current and former students will be sad to see her go.”

I was blessed to have “Señora” for Spanish 1, 2, 3 and Conversation.  I’ve never in my life had a more caring, 
informative and down to earth professor like Señora Franco de Gomez.  “Señora”, the 2011 George W. Atherton Award 
for Excellence in Teaching recipient, is due to retire at the end of next year.  The campus will undoubtedly never be the 
same once “Señora” retires.  We love you “Señora” and thank you for the memories as you will never know how much 
they mean to us.  “Hasta luego Señora Franco de Gomez.”

“Hasta Luego Señora Franco de Gomez”
By Craig McNair
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FREEPORT, Pa. - The next time you’re stuck in the sea of orange cones that is the 
Freeport Bridge project, take a moment to reflect on the bridge’s young namesake 
instead of cursing the construction that will keep creating traffic hassles into 2013.  
What locals commonly refer to as the Freeport Bridge is officially named the Donald 
R. Lobaugh Bridge, but who is Donald R. Lobaugh and why should we care?

According to various media reports and the work of historian Richard A. Beranty of 
Kittanning, the story of Lobaugh’s life could have come straight from Hollywood.  He 
was a local juvenile delinquent who in 1940, at the age of 16, was sent to a reform 
school after he was arrested for stealing a car.  Freeport residents figured he would 
never amount to much, but he proved them wrong in the biggest way possible.  

On July 22, 1944, Lobaugh’s heroic actions helped save 39 American lives and 
earned him a posthumous Medal of Honor.  He was 20 years old.

The rebellious teen who originally fought the reform school at every turn was able 
to turn his life around thanks to some personal intervention from Superintendent 
Arthur Prasse. After the country became embroiled in World War II, Lobaugh tried to 
enlist in the Army, Navy and Marines but was rejected from all because of his crimi-
nal record.  It was only after Prasse pulled some strings with the Army that he was 
allowed to enlist on February 11, 1942, just four days after he turned 18.

Lobaugh entered basic training May 15 and then earned his paratrooper’s wings by successfully completing the Army’s 
jump school.  William Galino, a former schoolmate from Freeport, told the Valley News Dispatch that Lobaugh was 
extremely proud of his accomplishments and what he’d learned during his training.

While Lobaugh was learning to be all that he could be, World War II was in full swing. By 1944, the tide in the Pacific 
was finally beginning to turn in the Allies’ favor as U.S. troops under the leadership of Pacific ground commander Gen-
eral Douglas MacArthur began to oust the deeply entrenched Japanese from several islands in the Pacific. 

Lobaugh was assigned to the 32nd “Red Arrow” Infantry Division as a replacement infantryman, landing at Aitape, 
New Guinea in early May.  Only two months later, on July 10, the U.S. forces would be overrun by a surprise attack as 
an estimated 10,000 Japanese troops streamed through their defenses.  What followed were 11 days and nights of 
fierce combat in the dense New Guinean jungle.

On July 21, the enemy succeeded in cutting off a small group of 40 American soldiers, including 20-year-old Private 
Donald R. Lobaugh.  They were completely surrounded.

First Lieutenant Leonard Lowry, of Susanville, California was also part of that isolated platoon and served as Lobaugh’s 
commanding officer.  He recounted his experience in 1945.  “There was only one route of withdrawal and the enemy 
had a machine gun and riflemen covering this point,” he said.  The outnumbered platoon had been able to fight off the 
Japanese through that first night, but by morning they were only 50 yards away.  

Pinned down by enemy fire, the men were preparing to fight their way out, but the 50 yards between them and the 
Japanese gun emplacement was completely devoid of cover.  Their charge to break through the enemy line would most 
likely result in high losses, especially with the Japanese machine gun trained on them.  Lobaugh knew what they were 

CommuniTy
Remembering A Local Medal Of Honor Recipient’s Sacrifice
By Kelly Haugh

Private Donald R. Lobaugh’s 
picture is displayed in the 

Freeport Library.
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facing, so he approached his squad leader, Sgt. Edward 
Jirikowic of Kaukauna, Wisc., with a selfless request.

“When we were ready to go into that heavy fire to knock 
out the (Japanese), Pvt. Lobaugh came to me and said 
that one man could keep them busy enough to allow 
the rest to break through safely,” Jirikowic told the Valley 
News Dispatch in 2005. “He asked permission to try. The 
fire was extremely heavy and I did not give it. But I did not 
refuse.  Next thing, I saw him crawling alone toward the 
enemy position.”

Lobaugh crawled across that open field until he was close 
enough to stand and toss a grenade toward the Japanese.  
That’s right.  When surrounded by enemy fire, the former 
juvenile delinquent willingly stood up and exposed himself 
to those bullets so his fellow soldiers wouldn’t have to.

He got hit almost as soon as he released the grenade, but 
this brave soldier wouldn’t let that stop him.  He contin-
ued on his self-appointed mission, charging towards the 
Japanese and taking out as many of them as he could 
even as he continued to be struck by bullets.  

Lobaugh’s heroic charge succeeded in taking out two 
Japanese at the enemy machine gun and inspired his 
hemmed-in platoon, invigorating them for their own dan-
gerous assault.  Because of him, 39 men lived.

“His action forced the other Japanese to withdraw the 
gun, and as they attempted this the rest of our unit went 
ahead and broke through,” Lobaugh’s platoon leader, Lt. 
John Kerlizyn of Newark, N.J., explained.  “In the advance 
of the platoon, at least 10 more enemy were killed and 
others wounded, and the platoon did not lose a man – 
except Lobaugh.”

Displaying true courage, bravery, patriotism and love for 
his brothers in arms, Lobaugh voluntarily sacrificed him-
self in the ultimate selfless act.  He knew when he vol-
unteered that he wouldn’t survive, but he chose to do it 
anyway.

“What guts that kid had, what guts,” Lowry said as he re-
counted Lobaugh’s charge. “When he got part way across 
that space, Lobaugh raised up and tossed a grenade at 
the (Japanese). They opened up on him right away and I 
know he was hit by that first burst. But instead of turning 
back, he got up on his feet, held his rifle to his shoulder, 
and started to rush the (Japanese) firing as he went. 

“Lobaugh was hit and wounded several times but he kept 
on blasting at those Japanese until he got that fatal burst. 
No, he didn’t knock out the (Japanese) guns. But he made 
it so darned hot for them that they got the hell out of there 
and made it possible for the rest of us to fight our way 
out.” 

Lowry nominated Lobaugh for the Medal of Honor, the 
nation’s highest award for battlefield valor.  It recognizes 
“conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his or 
her life above and beyond the call of duty while engaged 
in an action against an enemy of the United States.”

He was posthumously awarded the medal on Feb. 25, 
1945, and it was presented to his mother, Ida Lobaugh 
of Freeport, during a ceremony in Pittsburgh on May 9.  
Lobaugh’s nephew, Sidney Elder of Freeport, donated his 
Medal of Honor to the Freeport Library, where it is perma-
nently on display.

His Medal of Honor citation reads, in part, “Pfc. Lobaugh’s 
heroic actions inspired his comrades to press the attack, 
and to drive the enemy from the position with heavy 
losses. His fighting determination and intrepidity in battle 
exemplify the highest traditions of the U.S. Armed Forces.”

Lobaugh is the very definition of a hero.  He gave his young 
life for the country he loved, and that sacrifice deserves to 
be remembered.  As the case that holds his Medal of Honor 
reads, “Lest We Forget.”
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Lobaugh’s Medal of Honor resides at the 
Freeport Library. (Photo by Kelly Haugh)



Several students from PSNK Spanish classes travelled down to the Spanish restaurant Mallorca in Pittsburgh on April 
11 to enjoy an authentic feast.  Some students went under the impression that they would be treated to tacos and 
burritos.  However, Mallorca is a Spanish restaurant, not a Mexican one.  

Instead, the students were treated to salads with red lettuce and either vinaigrette or thousand island dressing and 
paella brought out by waiters in tuxedo.  Paella is a dish made of rice, vegetables, shellfish and chicken cooked in a 
skillet.  In addition, there was also homemade potato chips, chicken, vegetables and all manner of food that just kept 
coming.  The students drank water and a type of Spanish punch that was delicious.  

After eating, the waiters brought out dessert: chocolate cake, rum cake, New York style cheesecake and flan.  Flan is a 
sort of custard-type dish drenched in a special sauce.  The dessert was fantastic, like the rest of the food.   If anyone 
left hungry, it was their own fault, because there was plenty of everything for everyone.  

It was an amazing trip that helped to show off some of the Spanish culture the students learned in class, and gave 
them a chance to have some amazing cooking.

To share some of that Spanish culture, here’s the article on the trip to Mallorca in español:

En el 11 de abril, unos estudiantes de español viajaron al restaurante español Mallorca en Pittsburgh.  Unos estudiantes 
pensaron que la comida iba a ser tacos y burritos.  Pero, Mallorca es una restaurante español, no es mexicano.  Los 
meseros llevaron esmoquin y sirvieron ensalada con lechuga roja y aderezo vinagreta o mil islas.  También, ellos 
sirvieron paella.  Paella es un plato con arroz, legumbres, mariscos, y pollo que cocinaban en un sartén.  

También, había papas fritas caseras, pollo, legumbres, y mas.  Los estudiantes bebieron agua y sangría, un tipo de 
ponche que estuvo delicioso.  Después ellos comieron, los meseros sirvieron postre: pastel de chocolate, pastel de 
ron, pastel de queso de nueva york, y flan.  Flan es un postre de natillas y cubierto en una miel especial.  Cuando 
nosotros salimos, nadie tenía hambre, porque tanta comida que hubo para todos.  Fue un viaje muy bueno que exhibía 
la cultura de España y tuvimos muy buena comida.

CamPus life
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By Ryan McLaughlin

Spanish Students Enjoy True Spanish Cuisine
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By Allie Smith

With the sun peeking out more every day and summer approaching, everyone is eager to spend time outside in the 
warm weather Pennsylvania has been experiencing lately. While it is great to spend time outside, the importance of 
sun-protection shouldn’t be overlooked.

Protecting oneself from the sun is important because aside from the hazards of heat, too much sun exposure can 
lead to serious health problems like skin cancer, premature wrinkling and even damage to eyes. Sunburn is best 
prevented by limiting time in the sun, especially between the hours of 10 a.m. and 3 p.m., which are peak sunlight 
hours. Wearing protective clothing like a broad-brimmed hat, a long skirt or pants and a shirt with sleeves that cover 
the arms can help one avoid sunburn. The final way to avoid sunburn is to use a sunscreen that minimizes the sun’s 
ultraviolet (UV) rays.

What is sunscreen? According to medicinenet.com, an online source of medical information, “sunscreen is any 
substance or material that protects the skin from UV radiation.” Sunscreens are available in the forms of cream, gel, 
ointment, topical lotion, or spray that can applied to the skin. A salve or stick can be applied to the lips, nose and 
eyelids as well. Sunscreen is available in a wide range of SPF’s. SPF is an abbreviation for sun-protection factor and 
can range from numbers like 15, 30 or 50 that indicate the degree of sunburn protection provided.

Sunscreen should be applied at least 30 minutes before going outdoors. A common mistake when applying sun-
screen is applying too little, which can reduce the effect of the SPF. Five to six teaspoons or one ounce is the rec-
ommended amount of sunscreen to cover the entire body and should be applied every two hours when spending 
prolonged periods of time in the sun.

People who have sensitive skin that burns easily should always apply a broad-spectrum sunscreen with an SPF of 30 
more. Not all sunscreens are equally effective against UV radiation. Some sunscreens protect against only one type 
of UV radiation: ultraviolet-B (UVB). Others protect against both types of ultraviolet radiation that reach earth’s atmo-
sphere from the sun: ultraviolet-B and ultraviolet-A (UVA). Sunscreens that are classified as “broad spectrum” protect 
against both UVA and UVB and are recommended for everyone.

Sunscreens containing zinc oxide or titanium dioxide protect against UVA and UVB. Zinc oxide blocks more UV radia-
tion than titanium dioxide and is the preferred ingredient in sunscreens. It’s a good idea to apply sunscreen very 
generously because skimping means one will not receive full sun-protection. Sunglasses that provide 100% protec-
tion against UVA and UVB radiation should also be worn in the sun.

Good sunscreen and sunglasses are only one part of complete sun-protection. Effective sun-protection also includes 
limiting sun exposure and wearing protective clothing. To learn more about staying safe in the sun and preventing 
skin cancer, visit skincancer.org or talk to your doctor.

The Importance of Sun-Protection

wanT To more niTTany Pride ConTenT over The summer?

Check out our website for the latest news: nittanypride.wordpress.com
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An Atheist group from Wisconsin is demanding that Valley High School remove a monument containing the Ten 
Commandments from its grounds.

The Freedom From Religion Foundation claims the monument is an “egregious” violation of the Constitution.  They 
believe it violates their First Amendment rights but it’s actually they who are attempting to violate the rights of Valley 
High School, the community and Christians everywhere.

The monument was donated to Valley High School by the Eagles sometime before 1971, though school officials aren’t 
certain of the exact year.  It has stood for over 40 years without offending anyone and is part of the school’s history.  
So why is an out of state Atheist group making such a big issue out of it?

Their lawsuit is part of a rising trend as Atheist groups seem to believe it is their right to stamp out all instances of 
religion in public, and they’re willing to misuse the First Amendment to do it.

Contrary to popular belief, the words “separation of church and state” are not found anywhere in the U.S. Constitution.  
The phrase actually comes from a 1802 letter to the Darbury Baptists by Thomas Jefferson.

The First Amendment the atheists so love to cite actually reads, “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.”  This means Congress can’t create or legally mandate a national 
religion, and they can’t pass laws that outlaw or infringe upon the practice of any religion.

In the context of the time period, our Founding Fathers were essentially ensuring that America wouldn’t do as King 
Henry VIII had done in England in 1534 when, in order to get a divorce the Roman Catholic Church wouldn’t allow, he 
created the Church of England.  Throughout history in Europe, many religions and practices were banned for certain 
periods, heresy was often a severe crime, and many religious followers were killed for their beliefs.  This persecution 
is what drove many to undertake the journey to the New World, so the Founding Fathers weren’t about to let the same 
thing happen here.  

However, that doesn’t mean they’d agree with the Atheists’ reasoning.  Allowing for the free practice of all religion is 
about including everyone in the society and ensuring everyone has the same freedoms.  The Atheists’ position seeks 
to remove religion entirely and force society into a homogenous blob where beliefs can’t be outwardly shown.  In other 
words, they want to make everyone and everything in society line up with their beliefs, or lack thereof.

The American Constitution preserves each citizen’s right to freely practice whatever religion they choose, or they have 
the right to choose no religion at all.  Nowhere in the Constitution does it ban the mention of God or religion in any form 
from any government land or public school.

The Declaration of Independence, the very document that first detailed what America was going to stand for, famously 
reads, “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” 

Although President Obama likes to omit the phrase “endowed by their Creator” when he quotes the Declaration, they 
have always been part of the very foundation this country was founded on.

Valley’s Ten Commandments Don’t Violate Constitution
By Kelly Haugh
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Our Founding Fathers recognized a higher power in one of the nation’s most important documents.  They say that it 
is this Creator, not a government, that grants people these most basic rights.  They didn’t specify which Creator from 
which religion, but they did acknowledge its existence.  They certainly didn’t intend for America to be a religion-free 
society full of people who believe in nothing, though that’s exactly what these Atheist groups want us to become.

They want to force our government to impose their non-beliefs on society, which is exactly what the First Amendment 
is supposed to protect against, while at the same time crying about religion being “imposed” upon them.  It’s utter 
hypocrisy.  Just because they are a minority group does not entitle them to more rights than the majority.

It’s past time the government as well as the majority stood up to such attacks on the very foundation of America.  Don’t 
let them religiously sanitize our rich society or strip away our country’s heritage because it mentions God.

What right does an out of state Atheist group have to tell Valley High School what to do with their historic monument?

That’s a question students will have the chance to answer when GIG hosts their second all-campus discussion, which 
will deal with the controversy surrounding Valley’s Ten Commandments monument.  The discussion will take place 
Wednesday, April 25 from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. in Science 138 and is titled “What Right Do They Have To Tell Us What To 
Do?”
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Penguins Flounder In Opening Playoff Series
By Shawn Annarelli

The Penguins’ playoff series has been a lot like a scene 
from the movie Unstoppable.

In that movie, Rosario Dawson’s character suggests to 
Kevin Dunn’s character that a seemingly unstoppable 
train be derailed in lightly populated farmland. Dunn’s 
character decides to ignore Dawson, believing the train 
can still be stopped.

But should Penguins fans jump ship before the team 
completely derails?

All indications point to inevitable defeat, but the answer is 
no, fans should not jump off the bandwagon.

As former Penguin Maxime Talbot said during postgame 
interviews, three wins doesn’t mean anything in the 
playoffs. 

The Penguins still have a window of opportunity to get 
back into this series, but that window is closing fast. 

It wasn’t long ago that Pittsburgh had encouraging three-
goal and two-goal leads over Philadelphia in the first two 
games of the series. Then, the Flyers made improbable 
comebacks to jump ahead to a 2-0 advantage.

The Flyers fed off of their first two victories in game 
three in Philadelphia to the tune of an 8-4 win. As the 
final minutes of game three waned, Philadelphia fans 
bellowed, “You can’t beat us,” to the Penguins.

They might be right with the way the Penguins are playing.

Marc-Andre Fleury has allowed 17 goals on 84 shots for 
a .798 save percentage. While the Penguins defense and 
fore-checking been less than stellar, the goalie still has to 
be a brick wall between the pipes in the playoffs. 

Fleury has played more like a flower.

Defensive assignments have been regularly blown, too. 
Brooks Orpik abandoned his position on Sunday to go for 
a hit, which allowed an easy Flyers’ one-timer. 

In general, Pittsburgh’s defensive pairings have 
allowed Flyers to get behind them far too many times 
for breakaways. Fleury stopped the first three Flyers 
breakaways in game one, but has since left his quick 
glove and poke check in the locker room.

Pittsburgh’s forwards aren’t free of guilt either.

In Sunday’s epic loss, Penguins forward Pascal Dupuis 
had a chance to clear the puck on a penalty kill, but 
he tried to pass the puck to open ice. Philadelphia’s 
Braydon Coburn gathered the puck, and Dupuis ran into 
the Penguin replacing him on a switch. This gave Coburn 
time for an easy cross-ice pass to Wayne Simmonds, who 
scored to put Philadelphia up 6-4.

Pittsburgh’s superstars have also been largely absent.

Sidney Crosby has two goals, but he only has five shots 
on goal in the series. Evgeni Mallkin still hasn’t found the 
net, because most of his shots are destined for the third 
row of seats. 

The Penguins are also suddenly the most mentally weak 
team in the league. Forget that the team has lost three 
games in a row, in which they had leads in each. They’re 
also averaging over 32 penalty minutes per game in the 
playoffs. By comparison, they averaged just less than 11 
penalty minutes per game during the regular season.

If Pittsburgh’s erratic play wasn’t enough, the team 
will likely be without Craig Adams, James Neal and 
Aaron Asham for the remainder of the series. Asham 
crosschecked Philadephia’s Brayden Schenn in the face 
and punched the back of his head after Schenn fell 
down. Adams instigated a fight with Philadelphia’s Scottie 
Hartnell in the final minutes of the game. Neal appeared 
to be headhunting in game four and left two Flyers dazed 
after dirty hits. Now, the Penguins need to turn to each 
other and get back to their game. 

If there is a silver lining, it’s that Unstoppable showed 
that a train running off it’s tracks can be stopped, but the 
Penguins’ happy ending may be too far out of reach.
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Lady Lions Pitching, Hitting Their Way Toward Playoffs

New Kensington’s softball team had University Park on 
their minds when spring training began.

Now, with six games left in the season and a 9-1 
conference record, playing at University Park in the 
playoffs is within their grasp.

The team has sported a powerful offense led by pitcher 
and outfielder Tarra Oravec, who was named the National 
Player of the Week on April 4 after she threw a one-hitter 
and two-hitter for victories. 

Oravec has accumulated impressive numbers on the 
mound and in the batter’s box. Overic has a 4.17 overall  
ERA and a 2.52 ERA against conference opponents. 
Oravec also leads the team with four homeruns and 17 
RBIs. Catcher Keri Barnes isn’t far behind Oravec with 
three homeruns and 15 RBIs.

Pitcher Jenna Swank has also had a good year on the 
mound with a 4.47 overall ERA and a 2.82 ERA against 
conference opponents. Starting shortstop Bridget Fisher 
has also been sent to the mound and has a 3.23 overall 
ERA

While the team has pitched and hit well, they need to 
continue improving on the field. The team’s collective 
fielding average is .962.

The team’s last six regular season games are 
doubleheaders against branch campuses – Mont Alto (7-
1), Schuylkill (6-4) and Fayette (4-5).

While Mont Alto is close to clinching a playoff spot, 
Schuylkill and Fayette may be competing for the 
conference’s fourth and final playoff spot.

If New Kensington wins its next two games, they will 
automatically clinch a playoff berth.

The Lady Lions’ greatest potential playoff foe is Beaver, 
who beat the New Kensington 9-0 early in the season. 
Beaver’s Kori Freyermuth pitched a one-hit shutout 
against New Kensington’s potent offense.

By Shawn Annarelli

PSUAC Standings Conference Overall  
   Record GB Record  Last 10
New Kensington 9-1 - 11-8 7-3
Mont Alto  7-1 1 15-1 9-1
Beaver   7-1 1 14-16 9-1
Hazelton  8-4 2 13-15 5-5
Fayette   6-4 3 10-12 6-4
Schuykill  4-6 5 12-6 5-5
Penn College  3-11 8 4-24 2-8
Worthington Scranton 1-9 8 1-9 1-9
Greater Allegheny 1-9 8 1-13 0-10

Glossary
PSUAC: Penn State University Athletic Conference
Last 10: Team’s record in last 10 games
GB: Games Behind Conference Leader

New Kensington’s Hitting Statistics
Name  AB    H   HR   RBI   R      K    BB   SB  AVE
K. Krull  65   18   0       6   11    12    2   2   .277
T. Oravec 63   24   4     17   21    14    4    4   .381
B. Churma 59   15   0       7   12    17    8    5   .254
B. Fisher          54   15   0       6     8     9    9    3   .278    
S. Kutchko 54   19   0       9     6     3    6    1   .351 
J. George 52   13   0       9     8    10    1    1   .250
J. Swank 51   14   0       6   12   12    8    0   .275
K. Colbert 48   14   0       5   11  15    5    2   .292
K. Barnes 40   16   3     15   10    1    3   0   .400
B. Cass  20     3    0       1     3     9    2     0   .143
J. Miller  6       1   0       1     3   2    0   2   .167

Glossary
AB: At Bats H: Hits  HR: Home Runs
R: Runs  SB: Steals RBI: Runs Batted In 
K: Strike Outs BB: Walks AVE: Average
*Bold indicates team leader

New Kensington’s Remaining Schedule 
Date Opponent Location    Time
4/19 Fayette  Wolf Pack Park  1 p.m. 
4/21 @ Schuylkill Schuylkill Campus 2 p.m.
4/22 @ Mont Alto Mont Alto Campus 2 p.m.

*Wolf Pack Park is New Kensington’s homefield and is 
located in Lower Burrell.



Penguins forward Matt Cooke used to have a reputation.  Though his 
infamous blindside hit that knocked out Boston’s Marc Savard in 2010 
was perfectly legal at the time, it was still often cited as proof that Cooke 
was a dirty player.  The hammer always seemed to come down on him a 
little harder, sometimes resulting in undeserved penalties and extended 
suspensions.  Those outside of Pittsburgh thought those controversial hits 
were all he was good for, but this season Cooke proved them all wrong.

After being forced to sit out the last 10 games of the season and the first 
round of the playoffs last year for an extremely costly elbow, Cooke vowed 
to reexamine his game during the off season.  The NHL was changing and 
Cooke was determined to change with it.

The start of the new season brought with it the new and improved “Cookie 
2.0.”  He was the picture of discipline with his penalty minutes dropping 
from 129 last season to an impressive 44 minutes.  He went all season 
without receiving a major penalty, game misconduct or a disciplinary 
hearing with the league. 

Cooke also scored a career-high 19 goals as well as 19 assists, helping 
the Penguins to another playoff berth.  

His 180 degree turnaround is commendable, which is one of the 
reasons why the local media chose to nominate him for the NHL’s annual 
Masterton award.  According to NHL.com, the Masterton trophy goes 
to the NHL player who “best exemplifies the qualities of perseverance, 
sportsmanship, and dedication to hockey,” as chosen by the Professional 
Hockey Writers’ Association.

Cooke’s willingness to completely revamp his playing style and the work he had to put in to learn that new way of 
playing certainly show his dedication to the game.  He’s played a clean game all year and shown nothing but class.  
Maybe most importantly, he’s persevered over all the naysayers and what the league, referees, commentators, sports 
writers and other players think and say about him.  He’s been held to a different standard than other players because 
of how people, especially within the NHL, perceived him.

Cooke has more than earned the Masterton and he deserves that recognition.  His success should be acknowledged 
as proof that players are capable of change and that the league’s previous style of aggressive play can be adapted to 
fit a safer NHL.
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By Kelly Haugh

Matt Cooke Deserves NHL’s Masterton Trophy

Matt Cooke warms up before a game 
April 3, 2010. (Photo by Michael Miller)
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CommuniTy

By Gabriel Gardiner

An officer from the Lower Burrell Police Department spoke about the DARE program at the Lower Burrell Rotary Club 
March 20, along with a sixth-grade student who shared her perspective on the program.

Officer John Marhefka began by explaining the DARE, or Drug Awareness Resistance Education, program.  DARE 
started in 1983 on our nation’s west coast and has since expanded into an international enterprise with the mission 
to prevent the use of controlled substances, participation in gangs and violent activities.

The communities of WEDIG, which includes Upper Burrell, Lower Burrell,New Kensington,ArnoldandAlleghenyTown
ship, are fortunate enough to not have the presence of violent gangs, however the ills of drug use can be found in 
almost every corner of any society.  According to Officer Marhefka, the underlining reason for the vast majority of ar-
rests is because of illicit drug use.

As Shannon Wagner, superintendent ofBurrellHigh School, stated during the question and answer portion, “We have 
a zero tolerance for drugs.  In the past we would only expel the students who dealt [drugs].  Now we expel anyone 
with possession of any type of narcotic.”

Officer Marhefka went on to speak of the benefits of the DARE educational program, but then he stopped, almost 
mid-sentence, and requested sixth-grader Nina Santucci perform a rather unique act.  Santucci can legibly sing her 
A, B, C’s with her mouth entirely closed.  The point of this exercise was not to showcase a distinctive talent but to il-
lustrate the point that the DARE program’s strongest element is the relationships that are built between the students 
and civil servantsth-grader , Lower Burrell, New Kensington, Arnold and Allegheny Township, .

The DARE program is part of a larger campaign, the U.S. War on Drugs, and Officer Marhefka makes it clear that 
what is going on is exactly that, a war.  From the moment a child steps out of their home, they are bombarded by 
outside pressures, both good and bad.  This is why civic programs such as DARE are integral to our communities.

Officer Highlights Importance Of DARE Program
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