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business

By Gretchen Toy

NEW KENSINGTON, Pa. —Three local business profession-
als have pointed to a lack of adequate knowledge, which 
they believe has led to the current problematic state of 
the economy.
 
Glen Meakem, radio talk show host and venture capi-
talist, delivered a speech, titled “Insights on the Global 
Economy,” at Penn State New Kensington on Oct. 20. 
Meakem began his speech by discussing stories from his 
personal life experiences as a successful entrepreneur. 
He also talked about the opportunities that America pro-
vides people with in order to be successful.
 
Meakem ended his speech with his concerns for the fu-
ture. Much of his discussion was focused towards the 
students who attended the speech. He provided advice 
to help them be suc-
cessful.
 
“If you really have 
the guts and skills 
to be an entrepreneur, you have to be willing to do what-
ever it takes, within ethical boundaries,” Meakem said. 
“Successful people are not successful because the road 
is paved with gold. People who are successful are people 
who get up swinging when they get knocked down.”
 
Meakem also discussed the importance of honesty.

“Truth is the number one thing,” he said. “It would be 
amazing what would happen if we had a president who 
would always tell the truth and openly admit their mis-
takes.”
 
Meakem emphasized the importance of studying and 
learning the history of America. He expressed his belief 
that the economy isn’t doing great because many people 
have not studied American history. 
 
Cory Stivason, a senior at Penn State New Kensington, 
thinks that Meakem provided the audience with good ad-
vice. 

“I obviously agree that in order to be successful you have 
to take big risks,” Stivason said. 

 Stivason believes that laziness has made a big contribu-
tion to the current state of the economy. 

“I think people were just too ignorant about what was hap-
pening,” Stivason said. “People have to pay attention to 
what’s going on around them.”
 
George Morda, owner and founder of Cadet Enterprises 
Inc., agrees with Stivason. 

“People just haven’t been making informed decisions,” 
Morda said. “They have to make sure that they have back 
up.”

Morda currently owns and runs The Cadet Restaurant in 
Kittanning, which has been in business since 1952. Mor-

da has also owned 
six other businesses 
over the past 57 
years. 

Stivason is studying business at Penn State New Kensing-
ton, and currently owns Stivason Photos.

“He encouraged audience members to reach their goals 
of creating their own business by providing the fact that 
roughly 20 percent of the economy is made up of the en-
trepreneurial sector,” Stivason said.
 
Stivason has enjoyed owning his own business, and he 
encourages aspiring entrepreneurs to try their hardest to 
reach their goals. 

“Just get out there and do what you want to,” Stivason 
said. “When you own your own business, the work that 
you do gets noticed, and it reflects back on you.”
 
Morda also feels that planning ahead is very important.

“Don’t depend on owning and running a business all of 
your life,” Morda said. “Work hard during your early years, 
and remember to plan ahead for the future.” §

Business Professionals Promote Entrepreneurship

“successful people are not successful because 
the road is paved with gold. people who are 

successful are people who get up swinging when 
they get knocked down,” said meakem.
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campus life

By Melissa Gemballa

NEW KENSINGTON, Pa. – A bookcase slid aside to reveal 
a stone archway through which could be glimpsed a gi-
gantic baby mobile hanging over an equally proportioned 
shoe, checkered flags streaming above a motor speed-
way, and royal banners suspended over the turrets of a 
gleaming, white castle. Thus began the official tour of In-
ventionland. 

The Business Club at Penn State New Kensington spon-
sored the trip to Inventionland for students and faculty 
members on Nov. 10.

Located in RIDC Park, Inventionland is a unique design 
facility dedicated to helping individuals and businesses 
transform an innovative idea into a marketable product. 
Inventionland’s founder, George Davison, started the 
business twenty years ago after his own attempt to bring 
an invention to life was frustrated when someone beat 
him to the marketplace. 

Among its most recent developments are the Cool Cot 
House, an indoor/outdoor off-the-ground tent for dogs, 
and the Meatball Baker, a tray that keeps meatballs from 
sticking to the bottom or sitting in their own grease while 
baking.

Seventeen students and faculty members learned about 
Inventionland’s ten-step invention process and toured its 
60,000 square foot design space. Birdsong permeated 
the air, and grassy knolls, towering trees and babbling 
brooks were evident throughout, much to the delight of 
Patrick Bracco, secretary of the Business Club. 

“Everything is so real,” he said, running his hand over the 
bark of a nearby tree. Indeed, it was hard not to gape in 
astonishment when confronted, after rounding one cor-
ner, with a lofty waterfall tumbling down the sides of mas-
sive boulders. 

Prominent among the numerous structures dotting the 
landscape were: a pirate ship, with a patiently-waiting 
shark in the water nearby; a robot, with its mechanical 
arm and hand serving as a ceiling support; and an adult-
sized tree house with a functioning fireplace. 

This Storybook Forest for grown-ups was a direct result of 
Davison’s vision to build a workspace that would foster 
creativity among his approximately 250 employees, the 
majority of which are engineers. The structures, outfitted 
with computers and other equipment to make them fully-
operational, are utilized for brainstorming and designing.  

“Everybody has got to see this,” said Ashley Aites, vice 
president of the Business Club. “It’s insane!”

Insane, maybe…but, according to its Web site, Invention-
land pumps out over 200 ideas a month, sells products 
in over 400 stores worldwide, and has garnered three dif-
ferent Industrial Design Excellence awards within the past 
fifteen years. § 

Inventionland Tour a Hit

Students and faculty of PSNK at Inventionland in RIDC 
Park.  (Photo: Melissa Gemballa)

this storybook forest for grown-ups was a direct result 
of davison’s vision to build a workspace that would foster 

creativity among his approximately 250 employees, the majority 
of which are engineers.
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campus life

NEW KENSINGTON, Pa. – Artist Eileen Kopelman attend-
ed a reception for her Wyoming Massacre artwork at Penn 
State New Kensington on Nov. 6.

Kopelman attended the recep-
tion at Penn State New Kens-
ington, where her paintings 
depicting the Wyoming Massa-
cre are on display for the rest 
of the month.  She interacted 
with the guests, thanking them 
for their compliments and con-
gratulations.  She also shared 
the story of the massacre and 
answered any questions the 
guests had for her. 

The guests were able to see some of the paintings as 
sketches and at other stages that Kopelman went through 
to accomplish the finished project, which took five years 
to research and paint.  She has painted other various art-
works but took an interest in the Wyoming Massacre.
 
“I almost felt compelled to paint the Wyoming Massacre 
because I felt that the story was being lost in history, and 

I grew up close to the area where the event happened 
and never was taught the Wyoming Massacre,” Kopelman 
said.

Kopelman was reviewing some papers of a friend who 
was trying to join Daughters of the Revolution, when she 
noticed that her friend’s ancestor and someone from her 
own ancestry were a part of the massacre. She discov-
ered a book with stories from survivors of the massacre; 
after reading a few stories she began to create pictures of 
the stories in her mind’s eye. 

Kopelman’s paintings show a depiction of several of the 

events that happened during the massacre. Right next to 
each of the paintings is a story describing what was hap-
pening at that point in the massacre.

“Eileen is a dedicated artist 
and a dedicated researcher.  
She brings an academic ex-
perience to her artwork, so 
her research reinforces her 
artwork and her artwork illus-
trates her extensive research,” 
said Bud Gibbons.  He said 
that he thought that her depic-
tion of the Wyoming Massacre 
was interesting, adding schol-
arship to the gallery.

The exhibit helps to communicate some of Pennsylvania’s 
history in the Revolutionary War, something that very few 
people know about. According to Gibbons, you can walk 
through the gallery viewing the Wyoming Massacre either 
visually or verbally. 

Carrie Plumbo said that she only vaguely remembered 
hearing about the Wyoming Massacre before.  She also 

said that she thought the depiction of the event was 
fantastic and loved that there was a description to each 
painting. Plumbo couldn’t decide which painting she liked 
best, because they were all so good. Kopelman said her 
favorite painting was The Bloody Rock.  

Kopelman began taking art lessons twenty years ago, 
evolving into the artist that she is today. 

“I had always liked art, but never had any free time to ex-
plore it, that is until I married my husband and was able 
to find an art teacher,” she said. §

Artist Eileen Kopelman Visits Campus

By Rodger Holsinger

Eileen Kopelman standing next to some of her paintings.  
(Photo:  Rodger Holsinger)

“i had always liked art, but never had any free time
 to explore it, that is until i married my husband and was 

able to find an art teacher,” she said.
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campus life

NEW KENSINGTON, Pa. – Various martial arts were explained and demonstrated to PSNK students in a crowded Café 
780 on November 18.

Through a joint effort of the Internationalization E-Committee and the Martial Arts & Self Defense Club at Penn State 
New Kensington, three speakers were enlisted to present students with a closer look at several martial arts, including 
Brazilian Jiu Jitsu and Muay Thai, both essential components of Ultimate Fighting Championship  matches.   

Dr. Robert Mathers, advisor to the Martial Arts & Self Defense Club, 
opened his portion of the program with some insight into Escrima, 
a Filipino-based form. As Mathers spoke about the historical influ-
ence of the Spanish conquistadors and pirates on the evolution of 
the fighting styles of the Filipino tribes, Torin Stover and Brendan 
Gaffney, the club’s president and vice president respectively, per-
formed various stick-fighting drills on stage. 

Don Kaecher, a professional Mixed Martial Arts fighter with a 9-1 
record and owner of Personal Training Tactics in Baldwin, spoke 
next. He talked about Bruce Lee, a movie icon of the 70s, as the 
founder of today’s mixed martial arts.

“Lee wanted to become the world’s most complete fighter,” said 
Kaecher.  Lee saw the advantage in being able to transition from 
one style to another in combat but was frowned upon heavily by 
the traditional martial arts masters of the time for his efforts in 
developing a single, all-encompassing discipline. 

Kaecher also stated as proof that the use of jiu jitsu armbars and 
judo throws in addition to Lee’s kung fu origins could be seen in 
many of his films. A brief discourse on the history of MMA fighting 
followed. 

“You could do anything but bite,” Kaecher said, speaking of the 
very first “no holds barred” UFC events of the 90s. 

Due to its perception as a blood sport, the UFC was banned in 
many states. It wasn’t until 2001, once it had evolved into a “gen-
tler” sport with rules and time limits, that the UFC became officially 
sanctioned. It took even longer, until just this past February, for it 

to become legal in Pennsylvania.

Kaecher, with assistance from amateur MMA fighter Mark Cherico, demonstrated how Escrima’s stick-fighting tech-
nique lent itself readily to the empty hand technique of MMA. The two began to spar, increasing their intensity as Matt 
Fierle, a state-commissioned MMA fight inspector, supplied the play-by-play.

Professional MMA fighter, Don Kaecher (left), speaks 
about the world’s most complete fighter, Bruce Lee, 
before sparring with amateur MMA fighter, Mark Cherico 
(right).(Photo:  Ethan Pitts)

Martial Arts Makes an Impact at PSNK

By Melissa Gemballa
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campus life

NEW KENSINGTON, Pa. – PSNK’s Martial Arts & Self Defense Club is one 
of twenty-five clubs on campus vying for students’ interest.
 
Kali, also known as Arnis or Escrima, describes a fighting system that 
originated centuries ago among the tribes of the Philippines. Long used 
to battle amongst themselves, these tribes’ fighting styles were influ-
enced heavily by contact with pirates and colonization by the Spanish 
conquistadors in the 16th century. The art developed to incorporate not 
only fighting with empty hands but also with a single stick, double sticks, 
or a stick and dagger.

Dr. Robert Mathers has served as the club’s advisor for the past five 
years. He instructs and drills students regularly in Kali, but also endeav-
ors to learn and introduce other martial arts. In one instance, students 
were exposed to several techniques brought back from a seminar on 
Sambo, a modern Russian form of martial arts. Mathers, who has prac-
ticed martial arts in one form or another since childhood, became well-acquainted with the Filipino system while at-
tending college. 

Although there are health and exercise benefits in learning any martial art, the club aspires to instill something more in 
its members: self-confidence. Torin Stover, club president, said that there are long-term psychological benefits to being 
involved with the Martial Arts Club.

“If you have confidence that you can survive a fight, you have confidence that you can do anything,” Stover said.
 
Mathers also includes practical self-defense tips and techniques at meetings. One tip was as simple as positioning 
yourself when ascending a stairwell in such a way that you are able to see someone descending. This gives you more 
time to escape should that someone turn out to be an assailant.

Stover said that he wants students to know that the Martial Arts Club exists on campus.

“We’re here,” he said.  “Some people think that we just sit around watching Bruce Lee movies. We don’t.”

 At the core, this club is about sharing information. Anyone with knowledge of a particular martial art is invited to share 
that knowledge with other members. Stover, for instance has a background in, among other disciplines, Greco-Roman 
wrestling. Brendan Gaffney, club vice president, has a background in Tang Soo Do, a Korean martial art. 

“You don’t really need to have any special training,” Stover said. “We’ll welcome anybody willing to learn.” §

At the end of the program, Fierle, having invested many years in MMA 
training himself, commented on the necessity of an open mind and peak 
conditioning to engage in this sport. 

“Being bigger doesn’t mean you’re better,” Fierle said. §

Dr. Robert Mathers (left) talks about the art of 
Escrima as Brendan Gaffney prepares to start a 
drill. (Photo:  Ethan Pitts)

Martial Arts:  Alive and “Sticking”

By Melissa Gemballa
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community

NEW KENSINGTON, Pa. – The “New Kensington Is…” vid-
eo premiere on Nov. 4 at Westmoreland County Commu-
nity College drew in a large and supportive crowd.

The video premiere was part of an oral history project that 
was sponsored by the Northern Westmoreland Foundation. 
The video features commu-
nity members of New Kens-
ington who relived the ‘40s, 
‘50s, and ‘60s, reminiscing 
about life in New Kensington 
and the importance of ALCOA 
to the thriving, bustling town. 
The Northern Westmoreland 
Foundation joined forces 
with members from the Penn 
State New Kensington cam-
pus in producing the video. 

According to Jocelyn Sanders, 
one of the board members of 
the Northern Westmoreland 
Foundation, the foundation received 72 RSVPs prior to 
the event.  She said that not all of those RSVPs showed 
up, but because of many walk-ins, the premiere drew in 
about 80 people, leaving not one seat empty when the 
video began.

“I am thrilled about the turnout here tonight,” said Sand-
ers. “I was hoping we’d generate enthusiasm about this 
but I didn’t expect it to turn into a standing-room only 
event.”

A number of people from the Penn State New Kensington 
campus attended the event.  Among those were many of 
the faculty and students involved in making the video, in-
cluding Dr. Allen Larson, Professor Abhinav Aima, former 
students Jessalynn Oliver and Elena Ziccarelli, and cur-
rent student Erika Watson.

Oliver, one of the producers of the video, said the experi-
ence of working on the video was a positive one.

“Seeing the response of people, even interview subjects, 

crying as I interviewed them,” said Oliver, “or seeing the 
response of the people from the Northern Westmoreland 
Foundation: that was what really made it a rewarding ex-
perience.” 

The only people missing from the crowd were those resi-
dents who could have the 
biggest impact: the younger 
generation. Hearing the sto-
ries that were captured in the 
video about the active night-
life and many attractions New 
Kensington once had could 
inspire the younger genera-
tion to want to see the change 
that would bring in those very 
same attractions today.

Sanders hopes that those 
who attended the event will 
spread the message about 
this project.  She said that 

she wished she had asked her mother and grandmother 
more questions about the town years ago.

“Maybe this could spark some dialogue,” said Sanders. 
“I’d like to have us be able to show it in the schools. We 
haven’t thought about it yet, but it could be a way for the 
younger generation to see this.”

Sanders said that the plan for continuing this project for 
the rest of the year is to share the video and promote it in 
different venues in hopes of generating more sales of the 
DVD in order to move the project further along.

Betty Beestrice, one of the subjects featured in the video, 
enjoyed seeing herself on “the big screen” and said it 
would be nice to see current residents get more involved 
with this project. Both of the Beestrices’ grew up in the 
area and have known each other since they were kids.
 
“He didn’t notice me until I was 18,” said Beestrice. 
They’ve been married since 1966, and Bill Beestrice just 
celebrated his 78th birthday. §

“New Kensington Is” Event a Success at WCCC

By Megan Karl

Bill and Betty Beestrice (Screen grab from “New Kensington 
Is” video project)
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opinion

NEW KENSINGTON, Pa. - Snow swallows your car. After 20 
minutes with the defroster on full-blast and shoveling the 
ice and snow off of your car, you’re ready to try to get to 
school. Then all of a sudden you find that the windshield 
wipers leave heavy streaks and the washer fluid doesn’t 
do anything to help your cause. Your “maintenance re-
quired” light is blinking and the heater is reluctant to blow 
out warm air of any sort. It’s not a good day for the ne-
glected vehicle in winter.

All of these things can happen at the most inconvenient 
times, but you can avoid most of it if you take one after-
noon to perform preventive maintenance on your vehicle.

Clean the battery of your car with warm water. According 
to autorepair.about.com, the terminals can be removed 
and wire brushed, and both the terminals and the battery 
posts can be cleaned with water and baking soda. The 
top and sides of the battery can be easily cleaned with 
any household cleaner. It’s good to clean the excess dirt 
and junk from the battery because dirt holds moisture. 
The moisture can act as a conductor that conducts the 
electricity and it can drain your battery.

Check all light bulbs in your car, and if some aren’t work-
ing replace them now. In the depth of winter you may de-
pend on those light bulbs.

Make sure you’re up-to-date and on schedule with chang-
ing your oil and oil filter. Most vehicle guides suggest 
changing the oil every 3,000 miles or so.

Check the date of the coolant that’s currently in your ve-
hicle. If it needs to be replaced, replace it with a 50-50 
mixture of fresh coolant and water.

Transmission fluid, brake fluid and differential lubricant 
may need to be replaced if the car is more than three 
years old. Brake fluids can attract moisture and deterio-
rate, and lubricants break down. The power steering res-
ervoir should also be checked.

Fill the windshield washer tank with fluid, and check the 
pumps and nozzles to make sure that they’re functioning 
correctly. Nozzles can be re-aimed by placing a pin inside 

of them and moving them.

Play it safe and replace the windshield wipers since they’re 
probably in sorry condition from enduring the summer 
months. The rubber squeegees need to be in excellent 
condition to provide you with the best visual conditions 
possible. Also, make sure you check the wiper arms and 
springs to make sure they’re in good shape. Rubber-clad 
wipers can be used during the winter to fight ice build-up.

Always make sure to carry an ice-scraper.

Possibly consider replacing the fuel filter and the air fil-
ter if they’re bad. The fuel filters in vehicles tend to trap 
water, and if that happens it will fail and dump dirt into 
the fuel injection system. Fuel de-icers can also be put 
into the tank to keep moisture from freezing the fuel line. 
Filled gas tanks also keep moisture from forming.

Tires are an essential part of the tune-up. Ehow.com pro-
vides seven easy steps for checking tire air pressure. Worn 
tires will only put you and your passengers at risk during 
the winter months. If you need new tires, purchase them 
now.  Also make sure to check the air pressure in your 
tires once a month. The tires should be cool before the air 
pressure is checked. Rotate your tires as recommended.

All in all, a little self-maintenance will keep you and your 
passengers safer and possibly keep your car out of the 
shop all winter. §

Time For a Vehicle Check-Up

By Kristen Wagner

A student’s car at the shop for maintenance.  
(Photo: Kristen Wagner)
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public safety

NEW KENSINGTON, Pa. — A local fire chief’s department will remain open with the help of the town council, continued 
donations, and the service of dedicated volunteers. 

Chief Michael J. Dortenzo, 22-year member of the Guyasuta Fire Department, can breathe a little easier now knowing 
the department located in O’Hara Township will keep its doors open.  However, donations have dropped from $70,000 
annually to roughly $35,000-$40,000 today. 

Dortenzo, a Penn State University Alumni, has a long list of duties as the fire chief which 
range from writing federal & state grants to supervising & directing operations at emer-
gency scenes. However, his main concern this year has been bringing in the funds es-
sential to keep the Guyasuta Fire Department open.

“Donations have steadily decreased over the past 10 years,” said Dortenzo. “Only 35% 
of residents donate to the department and even less corporate donations are received 
annually.” 

The largest corporate donor still supporting them is the Mine Safety Appliance. The MSA 
serves fire and rescue teams by selling fire equipment. 

“We are believers in the fire service,” said Rick Hush of MSA. “We’re committed to vol-
unteer fire department support.” 
 
After recent council meetings, O’Hara Council has decided to provide out the door ex-
penses for department. So, aside from annual donations, Guyasuta will be receiving 
help from the township as well by being included in their budget. 

Besides worrying about donations, the department also has concerns about bringing in 
new volunteers. The department currently has 22 volunteers. 

“We do well and rarely miss a call,” said Michael Bowman, an 18-year veteran of the department.  “However, having 
about 30 members would allow us to run the station more efficiently.” 

Bowman is the 1st Captain and Vice President of the department and also teaches Protective Services at the Steel 
Center Area Vocational Technical School and is a part of the CCAC and WCCC Public Safety Division. 

To bring in volunteers, members of the department will do presentations at local schools and hold boot drives. 

“Being a firefighter is often a thankless job,” said Bowman. “You form a brotherhood, it allows you to serve your com-
munity, gives you a sense of pride, and of course, one of the perks is that you get to drive a really big truck.”

Guyasuta also has a “Live-In Program” which allows a limited number of members to live in the station without having 
to pay rent. However, they have to meet the conditions of their contract by answering calls and help clean the station. 

“Having a live-in program is very helpful late at night and early in the morning,” said Dortenzo. “They’re already at the 
station and it enables us to provide better and faster service.” §

Community Members Back Local Fire Department

By Megan Karl

Chief Michael J. Dortenzo 
of the Guyasuta Fire Dept. 
(Photo: Megan Karl)
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public safety

KITTANNING, Pa. – Kittanning Police Chief Ed Cassesse 
said Friday that the Police Department has been putting 
serious effort into the reduction of pedestrian injuries and 
fatalities.  

According to a June 9 report in 
the Leader Times, the Kittan-
ning Police Department has 
joined in a PennDOT Safety 
Awareness and Enforcement 
campaign. As part of the cam-
paign, highly reflective pedes-
trian crossing signs have been 
placed near the crosswalks 
around town. 

“The law states that people 
must yield to pedestrians at 
marked crosswalks, but it re-
ally is one of the biggest public 
safety issues here in Kittanning,” Cassesse said. “Some 
motorists don’t stop, and we have even had one local fa-
tality due to the problem.”

Tom Wylie, a local business owner, has been dealing with 
the problem every day. 

“The crosswalk outside of my store is so dangerous, be-
cause it is right in the center of town,” Wylie said. “You 
just can’t trust that drivers are going to stop for you.”

Every morning, Wylie has to use the crosswalk on Market 
Street to cross the street to open his business. 

“This morning they stopped for me, but that usually 
doesn’t happen,” Wylie said. “Seventy-five percent of driv-
ers do not stop for pedestrians who are trying to use that 
crosswalk.”  

Wylie has observed many incidents where vehicles have 
not stopped for pedestrians. 

“One day when I was using the crosswalk on Market 
Street, along with a few other people, a lady just flew right 

in front of us in her vehicle,” Wylie said. “She almost hit 
us, but all she chose to say to us were a few choice words 
out her car window.”

The Kittanning Police Department has been trying to en-
force the law very strictly in 
order to increase pedestrian 
safety in the town. 

“At least 100 people a day 
use the crosswalk on Market 
Street,” Cassesse said. “I can 
monitor all of the crosswalks 
on television screens in my of-
fice. If I see a violator, I radio to 
my men on the streets.”

Many efforts have been made 
to improve the safety of pedes-
trians in Kittanning. 

“Every year, a safety monitor comes from PennDOT to 
make sure our officers are correctly enforcing the law,” 
Cassesse said. “PennDOT has also provided us with the 
reflective signs for the crosswalks, but it is our job to en-
force the law.”

PennDOT District 10 safety press officer Shawn Houck 
has also been involved in improving pedestrian safety.   
Houck said that he is very thankful for the teamwork that 
has been involved. 

“The devices are only one component of many,” Houck 
said. “The police departments have not only enforced the 
law, but they’ve also educated the public about pedes-
trian safety.”  

Houck thinks that the Safety Awareness and Enforcement 
campaign has proven to be very successful. “We have had 
such great success because everyone has been working 
together,” Houck said. “There are 19 different communi-
ties that have joined the campaign.” §

Pedestrian Traffic Problem Being Solved in Kittanning

By Gretchen Toy

A reflective sign located on Market Street in downtown Kit-
tanning reminds motorists that it is illegal to fail to yield for 
pedestrians who are using the crosswalks.
(Photo:  Gretchen Toy)
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VALENCIA, Pa. – The passing of a new zoning ordinance on Nov. 10 in Clinton Township restricts property owners of 
multiple acres as to the plot sizes they will be permitted to sell or transfer.

Many questioning residents of the township have been participating in the Board of Supervisors meetings that are 
held at the Clinton Township Municipal Building to discuss their concerns with the board.

According to the zoning ordinance, the new regulations are being mandated to encourage beneficial growth and protec-
tion of private property in the township while keeping the density of 
development consistent with existing township facilities. The Clinton 
Township Zoning Ordinance and the Clinton Township Subdivision 
and Land Development Ordinance were both passed by the Board of 
Supervisors unanimously.

The new zoning ordinance also defines the intentions of the new 
regulations. They are intended to regulate the density of the popula-
tion as well as the location and use of buildings, structures and land 
for residential, agricultural, commercial, industrial and other purpos-
es. They also regulate the height, bulk, number of stories, size and 
placement of buildings and structures, and divide the district into 
townships of such size, shape and area.

“I don’t like to lose my rights,” said John Shaw, a Clinton Township resident. “I’ve assumed that by living here I would 
be able to subdivide my lot into different one acre divisions. I wonder if I would be better off under the old zoning law,” 
he said.

Shaw explained his hardships with the new zoning ordinance as intimidation. 

“I’m tired of people speaking on my behalf without people asking me what I want or don’t want,” he said. “None of us 
fully understand the ramifications of this. They are devaluing our property.”  

Shaw explained that he looked over the new ordinance very carefully and found many subtle mistakes within it. 
Shaw said he found 76 definitions that weren’t referred to in the subdivision ordinance that were in the zoning ordi-
nance.

“I’ve looked over the ordinances several times myself,” said Mary Zacherl, Chairman, “and I haven’t noticed what he 
was saying about the difference in definitions. It may be that the two different ordinances require different wording, 
but nonetheless we can make changes after 30 days.”

The new ordinances take effect five days from enactment. According to the board, changes to the new ordinance can 
be made after 30 days of the adoption. Changes to the old ordinance were made as they became necessary, and that 
is what will happen with this one as well.

“There’s no way I would have been involved in this project for so long if I thought that it was going to send us to the 
dogs,” said Zacherl. “I feel very strongly that what goes on in this township is what’s for the best of the township; this 
is for all of us.”

New Zoning Ordinance Affects Clinton Township

By Kristen Wagner

New zoning map for Clinton Township 
(Photo: Kristen Wagner)
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“I believe that this is an acceptable compromise for conservation and development; the whole township makes each 
one of us rich. It’s not my goal to cause any detriment to the township,” said Zacherl.

The residents that attended the township meetings were also focused on correcting the confusion of the new ordi-
nance. 

“This is and has been very confusing to everybody,” said Gary McCall, township resident. “They should be here for the 
interests of the people and listen to what they have to say. They’re here to vote for our best interests, not just theirs,” 
he said.

Different planning commission meetings were held earlier in the year where the supervisors spoke with the public and 
discussed the proposed ordinances. They weren’t as willing to discuss all of the details and different circumstances 
after the ordinance was passed, even though residents still had many questions.

“I feel like I answer all of the same questions over and over again,” said James Halstead, Vice Chair of the township. 
“We check comments on the website very often, and the residents also write letters to us. It’s not that we’re not listen-
ing, because we are and we have been for four years. It’s just that now we had to take some sort of an action.”

Halstead said the final drafts of the ordinance were the result of four years of planning, more than 40 meetings and 
more than 100 hours of work. He also explained that the new ordinance addressed many deficiencies of the previous 
versions.

“I have great trust in the motives of the new ordinance,” said Halstead. “Everyone has been focused on the wellbeing 
of the township. Any ordinance proposed will never please everyone. I think this is a good compromise.”

People who were opposed to the new ordinance were not the only ones who were present at the meetings. There were 
also some people in attendance that supported the updates. 

“Even at the planning commission meetings there were conflicts, but compromises were agreed upon so that everyone 
could move forward,” said Judy Wagner, a Clinton Township resident.

“These people are focused on determining the best for the community,” said Wagner. “They’re trying to accommodate 
everyone, but as we all know, that isn’t possible. They’re doing what they can do.”

Zacherl said that the board has added another option into the ordinance because of all the negative comments. The 
new option is a cluster design that leaves 50 percent of the property open space while allowing a few 2-acre lots.

As shown on the new zoning map of Clinton Township, the zoning laws divide the township residents into different land 
area districts. The dark green areas on the map depict conservation areas. These areas allow for only one dwelling on 
each ten acre parcel of land. Light green district areas allow only one dwelling on each five acre parcel of land.

“We’re threatened because we’re growing, but there are no statistics for these ordinances,” said Ed Boyd, Clinton 
Township resident. “There’s no need for the new ordinance based on the density of the township. This is only going to 
lead to lawsuits.”

The three members of the board explained that what they do is governed by the state legislature. They insist that 
they’re not working against the good of the public and that they want the best for everyone as well. Each of them 
stated that they love Clinton Township and they’re not focusing on destroying it. What they are doing is looking out for 
the good of it. §
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LOWER BURRELL, Pa. – In September, the gaming world was introduced to one of the most innovative titles in years, 
Scribblenauts.  

Released only on the Nintendo DS hand held, Scribblenauts 
brought high anticipation to those who actually heard of it with its 
creative technique of puzzle-solving.

The game’s key feature is literally writing words, specifically 
nouns, and watching those objects appear in the game.  The idea 
is to use the objects to help solve the puzzles that are in each 
level.  For an example, one level has your character trying to cross 
a body of piranha-infested water to collect an item on the other 
side.  The player can think realistically and write in “helicopter,” 
and a helicopter will fall in front of you only to get in and fly across.   
Another more extreme but creative way to cross could be writing 
in “pterodactyl,” and a giant prehistoric bird will appear for you to 
ride on its back and fly over.

“I liked the fact it was different,” said Gamestop employee Jesse Vollmer.  “When I heard what you could do in the 
game, I wanted to see exactly how it worked.  I wanted to see just how many words you could actually use.”

Vollmer is a Game Advisor at the local Gamestop just right in Lower Burrell.  He is one of many that has been enticed 
by Scribblenauts’ originality.  

What’s so unique about Scribblenauts is the amount of freedom and creativity that can be attained.  The game offers 
the player over 15,000 different words to choose from that are objects in the game.  This creates hundreds of different 
ways to complete each level.  The game also only requires the player to fully utilize the Nintendo DS’s stylus pen with 
no use of any buttons or directional pad.    

“The game definitely created its own genre,” said Gamestop Manager Buck Lininger.

It’s not every day that the gaming industry provides gamers with a breath of fresh air.  Scribblenauts is clearly a one-
of-a-kind title that has been heralded by reviewers as a revolutionary step in gaming. §

Scribblenauts!  The Innovation Sensation

By Andrew S. Randas

Do you have questions or comments
 about the Nittany Pride?

Do you have ideas that could help us
 improve our paper?

E-mail us at:  nittanypridenews@gmail.com

Scribblenauts can be played exclusively on the Nintendo 
DS (pictured above).  (Photo: Kayla Smail)
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As I pulled into an almost full parking lot at 9:30 p.m. on Nov. 25, I was hit with a wave anticipation to see one of the 
only movies I’ve been excited to see this year; Boondock Saints II: All Saints Day. When I heard that Norman Reedus 
and Sean Patrick Flanery (Connor and Murphy MacManus) were back after ten years, it couldn’t be released fast 
enough. The sequel was directed by Troy Duffy and rated R, with the same cast as the first movie, simply entitled, 
Boondock Saints. 

The movie was originally released on Nov. 1, but only in select cites. Many diehard 
Saints fans, like me, had to wait almost an entire month to see our boys back in 
action. When I heard that it would be coming to a nearby theatre in Sarver, I made 
plans with five of my friends to see the last showing on the first day it was there.

As I walked into the theatre, I could feel the eagerness wash over me from every-
one already sitting and waiting to see the saints, just as I was. A hush fell over the 
audience as the screen turned black and we heard Rocco, a beloved character 
from the first movie, begin to speak.

All Saints Day followed the storyline where the first movie left off ten years ago, 
with action fireworks and plot points that held the audience on the edge of their 
seat. The comedy was a great addition that kept diehard fans laughing with little 
things, like “rope” and the loveable bartender with a bit of a problem.

Though the entire cast returned for the sequel, there still were many new charac-
ters, all of which the entire audience made their own opinions about as they were 
interviewed. Hushed thoughts were exchanged throughout the almost two hours 
the movie was on the screen.

The acting of Norman Reedus (Murphy MacManus) improved marginally from the 
first film. Also, the new sidekick, Clifton Collins Jr. (Romeo), was a great addition to the already amazing cast. His char-
acter (and mullet) added a lot to the movie and filled in the space left by David Della Rocco (Rocco).

However, Eunice Bloom, played by Julie Benz, wasn’t one of my favorite additions. Though her character was likeable 
enough, I have to admit that the accent was unnecessary and a little irritating. And though Troy Duffy tried to follow the 
odd overlays that he had in the first film, the ones by Benz didn’t seem to fit very well. There was one point in the movie 
when she was in costume and the entire theatre seemed to be looking around, as if to ask, “Why is she doing that?”

Everything was okay, however, the first time the Saints’ prayer rang throughout the theatre. It was like a breath of fresh 
air, which all fans needed after waiting so long for the sequel to be released. Though all fans had to wait an incredibly 
long time to see the Saints to, “do some gratuitous violence,” it was totally worth it. But the question is, will Troy Duffy 
jump through hoops once again and make yet another film in the series, just for the fans? Guess we’ll have to wait and 
see, but as he’s proved already once, it will make us all happy in the end, I’m sure. 

Review:  Boondock Saints II: All Saints Day

By Kayla Smail

Boondock Saints II: All Saints Day 
“Now Playing” poster at South Pike 
Cinemas in Sarver.  
(Photo:  Erika Watson)



What Are You Looking Forward to Most This Holiday Season?

Jillian Snoznik:
“I’m really looking forward 
to just being with my family. 

Going to dinners at their houses 
and spending time with them. I 

really enjoy that.” 

Abe Strapac:
“I’m looking forward to 

hanging out with all of my 
friends. We like to play a lot of 
basketball over the holidays.”

Trevor Beldham:
“I like getting together with 

friends and family. We have a 
bonfire in the snow and stay up 

all night. It is really fun!”

Chester Howell:
“I love eating over the holidays. 

We have chicken, ham, cran-
berry sauce…all the good stuff. 

It’s great.”

Susan Dale:
“My favorite part is 

Christmas Eve. 
We go to dinner at my 

parents’ house 
and then we go to the 

candlelight service at the 
church and sing all the carols. 

My favorite is 
‘Joy to the World.’”

Becky Ankeny:
“I don’t really know 

my favorite part. 
I guess it’s the 

decorations and 
lights. They are 
really bright and 

pretty.”


