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bUsiness

wanT more niTTany Pride ConTenT?

Visit us at our website - nittanypride.wordpress.com

And join our Friends circle on Facebook!

By Josh Freeman

TARENTUM, Pa. – Since opening in 2005, Ben’s Home-
brew has provided a spark of interest to area shoppers, 
Tarentum businesses, and hopeful business owners.

While opening a personal business in a small town proves 
to be risky these days, Ben’s Homebrew has proven to be 
successful and has helped other businesses in the town 
with its unique environment.  The store provides a diverse 
setting when compared to restaurants, bars, and busi-
nesses surrounding it. 

The store contains ingredients for beer making such as 
hops, wheat, and barley.  Ben’s Homebrew also provides 
equipment for wine making and bottles and caps for stor-
ing purposes.  Many people are drawn to the store to pur-
sue their own hobbies or experiment with a new hobby 
they want to try out.

Tarentum, a small 
town that has faced 
economic stress 
over the years, has seen many small businesses go un-
der.  However, small businesses like Ben’s Homebrew are 
needed to make a town operate to its fullest potential and 
draw other businesses.

“In order to have a successful business, you have to take 
some risks along the way,” said the owner, Ben Knoerdel.  
“The more businesses small towns like Tarentum inherit 
helps the overall well being of a community.”

Many people who shop in Tarentum are intrigued by the 
small business and become curious to what it has to offer. 

“A lot of the people who come in here have never expe-
rienced home brewing but want to find out what it’s all 
about,” Knoerdel said.

Edward McCoy, a retiree from Allegheny Ludlum, has been 

a resident of Tarentum all of his life.  He has enjoyed the 
hobby of home brewing for most of his later years.

“I think the idea of Ben’s store is a great idea for our 
town,” McCoy said.  “I’ve been around this town all of my 
life and have seen small businesses go in and out con-
stantly, Ben’s Homebrew is a different story.” 

McCoy also said that Ben’s Homebrew provided stability 
for Tarentum’s East 6th Avenue business district.

Many other small family operated businesses in Tarentum 
have also been successful. 

Brian Maskas, an employee of his family operated busi-
ness, Maskas and Sons Candy and Wholesale Distribut-

ing, knows what it 
takes to run a small 
business.  His fam-
ily’s business is one 
of the oldest whole-

sale businesses Tarentum has to offer.

“I think what Ben has done is a great idea for our com-
munity,” Maskas said. “He had a real unique idea and fol-
lowed through with it.” 

Maskas also said that operating a small business proves 
to be difficult when there are so many bigger competitors 
out there.

Although Knoerdel started his business because of his 
passion for home brewing, he also did it for another im-
portant reason.

“I want to see other small businesses come into Tarentum 
and be successful so that we can all help each other out 
and promote the town,” he said. §

Small Business Booming Despite Recession

“in order To have a sUCCessUl bUsiness, 
yoU have To Take some risks along The way,” 

said knoerdel.
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NEW KENSINGTON, Pa.—The Penn State IFC/Pan-Hellenic 
Dance Marathon, or better known as THON, is entering 
its 37th year in the fight against pediatric cancer by raising 
money and awareness through fundraising with the help of 
Penn State Students from every campus. 
 
THON began in 1973 when a small group of Penn State 
students held the very first dance marathon and raised 
$2,000. The year before in 1972, a fourteen year old boy 
by the name of Christopher Millard passed away after 
battling cancer. During his fight, Chris wrote a story about 
a brave knight known as Sir Millard, who had to find the 
four diamonds of courage, honesty, strength, and wisdom 
in order to escape from an evil sorceress. Soon after his 
death, Chris’ family began the Four Diamonds Fund to help 
children just like him and their families conquer this “evil 
sorceress” known as cancer. 
 
Beginning in 1973 and still going strong today is the annual 
46 hour dance marathon that’s held during one weekend 
in the spring semester where thousands of volunteers, 
hundreds of dancers, and many families come together as a 
force against pediatric cancer. THON is the largest student-
run philanthropy in the world which means every person 
involved in helping these kids is a kid themselves. 
 
Caitlin Zankowski, THON 2010 Overall Chairperson, believes 
that THON brings out the good in people.

“I think everyone in involved who takes time out of their 
busy schedule,” said Zankowski, “does it because they’re 
rallying around a good cause. They’re changing lives, and 
they can see the difference they’re making in those lives of 
the children, families, and even themselves.” 
 
Zankowski holds the titles of CEO, President, and protector 
of THON 2010. She is also in her fifth year at University Park 
studying Industrial Engineering and plans on graduating in 
May 2010. 
 
Not only does Zankowski see that THON brings out the best 
in people, so does Sara Firestone. She’s been Director of the 
Four Diamonds Fund for eight years now. She serves as the 
liaison between donors and Hershey Medical Center and is 

one of the non-students involved in THON. 

“I think being a part of THON is being a part of something 
greater than one person can imagine,” said Firestone. 

Firestone partners with those involved in THON to help raise 
funds, but she also coordinates other means of fundraising. 
The second largest kind of event that takes place in raising 
funds is the mini-THONs. They’re the shorter versions of the 
dance marathon that take place at the Bryce Jordan Center 
in University Park. Mini-THONs are held in middle schools 
and high schools and have the ability to raise a significant 
amount of money. Last season, the mini-THONs raised 
about $800,000. 
 
The main Penn State campus, University Park, enrolls the 
most students which gives them the capability to raise the 
most money for THON. However, the branch campuses, 
such as Penn State New Kensington, are just as involved in 
THON as those in University Park. New Kensington had low 
involvement last year but this year, it’s almost doubled. 
 
Deanna Mazur, THON Chair at New Kensington, has high 
hopes for this year. The campus raised over $8,600 in 
2008 and after two canning weekends in 2009, they have 
surpassed that amount greatly. 

“The involvement this year is amazing,” said Mazur. “Last 
year, I only had about seven dedicated members with ten 

THON Enters Its 37th Year Helping Kids With Cancer

By Megan Karl

Sarah Calligan, Whitney DeShong, and Megan Karl can-
ning at the Pittsburgh Mills the weekend of Jan. 22-24. 
(Photo: Megan Karl)
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total and this year I have about twenty dedicated members 
with forty total.” This is Mazur’s second year as THON chair 
at New Kensington and she has plans to give up her position 
for next year in an attempt to become one of the dancers 
for THON 2011. 
 
THON weekend is partially composed of about 700 “dancers.” 
Being a dancer does not mean they dance for 46 hours. It 
means they interact with the children and their families for 
46 hours. Dancers pledge to give up sleep and sitting down 
for that amount of time. Being a dancer requires dedication, 
love, passion, determination, and strong feet. Every campus 
is designated dance couples to be their representatives. 
This year, Penn State New Kensington has been awarded 
two dancer spots.

Those who are dancers are dancing for the children. They 
are the heart and soul of THON. Unfortunately, the Four 
Diamonds Fund and Hershey Medical Center can’t save 
all of the children who are fighting pediatric cancer, but 
THON is an opportunity to help them forget about reality 
for a weekend and put a smile on their faces for three days 
straight. 
 
The Four Diamond Fund takes 
care of the families by paying 
for any and all medical bills 
and any expenses that many 
interfere with the welfare of 
the child. Each family in the 
Fund has an opportunity to 
become a part of THON and 
even be “adopted” by a Penn 
State campus. When a campus 
has been given the gift of a Four 
Diamonds family, it means they 
are the support system for that 
child and family before and 
after THON weekend. They also make sure THON is one of 
the best experiences of their lives. 

Last year, the Fayette campus was gifted with Jeremy Faust 
and Dylan Stuter and their families. Vanessa Myers, Student 
Life Coordinator at New Kensington, held the very same 
position at Fayette. She was also involved in THON then as 
she is now as an aid to the THON Chair. 
 
“The thing that had the most impact on me,” said Myers, 
“wasn’t communicating with the two kids with cancer; it 

was communicating with their siblings and parents who are 
so moved by the experience and the way we can support 
them. It’s amazing.” 

Unfortunately over the summer, the Faust family lost Jeremy 
to his battle with cancer. He was eighteen years old. 
 
There aren’t many requirements to become Four Diamond 
families like the Fausts’ and Stuters’. According to Annie 
Fiscus, Overall Family Relations Chair of THON, the only 
requirement is that the child must be diagnosed and treated 
at the Hershey Medical Center. This year, Fiscus is expecting 
225 families to be involved in THON. There are currently 
200 registered now. 
 
Fiscus is the “voice of the families.” She helps to pair families 
with organizations and helps put together the events that 
take place during THON weekend. She works one on one 
with Four Diamond families which allows her to build 
relationships with them. 

“The most rewarding part of my job are the relationships I 
form, “says Fiscus. “I talk to the families every day.”  She is a 

Psychology major at University 
Park and plans to graduate May 
2010. 
 
Some of the events Fiscus has 
helped put together for THON 
2010 is the variety show, family 
hour, kid and dancer mail call, 
Penn State Wish Program, 
Captains in Training, a fashion 
show, a scavenger hunt, and 
etc. THON 2010 will take place 
on Feb. 19 and Feb. 20 at the 
Bryce Jordan Center. 
 

Since 1973, THON has raised millions of dollars for the Four 
Diamonds Fund and has expanded into tens of thousands of 
volunteers. The effort to support the kids is still very much 
alive today and stronger than ever.  

As Joe Paterno said at THON 2009, “When they say, ‘We Are 
Penn State,’ this is what they are talking about.” §

Leah Kubiczki, Nick Walters, Amanda Doerfler, and Sam 
Miller canning at the Shop n’ Save in Plum the weekend of 
Jan. 22-24.  (Photo: Megan Karl)
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NEW KENSINGTON, Pa. – Dr. K. R. Bridges, a psychologist at Penn State New Kensington, created a scale of irrational belief 
tests in 2009.

According to Bridges, an irrational belief is a belief that is not based on reason and envisions the worst case scenario. An 
example that Bridges used of irrational beliefs would be someone wanting to lose weight, but not trying to, because they 
believe that that they can’t lose any weight.
 
“I started research on irrational beliefs about ten years ago, with 
each study taking about a year, and then decided to compile the 
irrational belief tests that are available to psychologist,” said Bridges. 

Dr. Richard Harnish, another psychologist at Penn State New 
Kensington said that irrational beliefs can also be caused by 
catastrophizing, or making mountains out of mole hills. 

“Imagine that I say I am mad at you, and then you start thinking 
that you must have done something wrong to me and because of 
whatever that action was, we can no longer be friends,” illustrated 
Harnish.  This is how irrational beliefs affect people, Harnish 
explained, they start thinking of worst case scenarios, which have 
no bases on reality. 

“I was working with a college of mine, and we discovered, while trying to do earlier research on irrational beliefs, that 
it was hard to find other scales and tests that are available to measure irrational beliefs,” said Bridges. When Bridges 
first started on his research of irrational behaviors, he focused on how they could cause procrastination, anxiety, and 
depression.  While searching for other scales to compare results and see if there were any better scales or tests, they had 
had a hard time locating them.

Harnish said that the difficulty in locating other scales was due to the fact that several of the scales were unpublished and 
others were in books.  Harnish also mentioned that there are several steps that need to be taken in order to create a valid 
scale or test to measure irrational beliefs. All of the hassle and hard work can be avoided, if another valid scale exists, that 
measures what you are trying to measure.

Bridges realized, while searching for the elusive scales that other researchers and psychologist probably often ran into the 
same road blocks that he was. He decided to create a repository of irrational belief scales and tests so they all could be 
located in one place. The repository he created has a listing of several tests available, how valid they are, who created the 
test, and what the test actually measures. This repository will help researchers locate the irrational belief scale easier and 
allow them see if a test exists for what they want to measure.

PSNK Professor Creates Scale of Irrational Belief Tests

By Rodger Holsinger

Dr. Bridges’ progessive work. (Photo: Rodger Holsinger)

“PeoPle base Their irraTional beliefs on Their abiliTies, and iT Can 
be self-handiCaPPing,” said bridges.
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“I think it is a good idea to create a repository of what tests are available to researchers,” said Dr. Kevin Snider, the New 
Kensington campus chancellor.  

Heidi Shirley, a counselor at Penn State New Kensington, thinks that 
irrational beliefs may be more common in freshman, since they still 
don’t know what to expect of classes and college life. 

“Students think that their actions outside of class will not affect 
their actions inside of class, which is false,” Shirley suggested as the 
most common irrational belief amongst students. Shirley went on 
to say that under classman have a lack of experience, and that is to 
be expected.  Heidi said that students who may be having problems 
or issues should talk to someone older with experience; if the 
thoughts or issues persist, with obvious evidence of an attempt to 
control them, seek advice from a counselor. 

“I think two of the most common irrational beliefs amongst college 
level students are: one, they get a bad grade in a class and think 
that they will fail or everything else will go wrong in that class, or two, that a college relationship won’t work out between 
school, work, and other obligations,” said Ricky Hafscher, a sophomore at Penn State New Kensington.  Hafscher went on 
to say that he believes most students have some irrational beliefs they are effected by in one way or another. Hafscher 
admitted he has a fear of being recalled to duty and combat in Iraq, however this fear hasn’t affected his school work yet.

Bridges emphasized the fact that irrational beliefs and fears could become a handicap and keep people from doing things. 

“People base their irrational beliefs on their abilities, and it can be self-handicapping,” he said.  People and students will 
sometimes give up on their work and convince themselves that they are incapable of doing certain things. These irrational 
beliefs are connected to a lot of behavior disorders and phobias such as depression, anxiety, compulsive disorders, and 
many more.

Bridges didn’t recommend going out to a therapist and being tested for irrational beliefs.  

“If it’s not a noticeable problem, why worry and look for one?” Bridges said.  If someone notices that they suffer from a 
lot of irrational beliefs, Bridges recommended that they dispute each irrational thought to see how they have no basis in 
reality; however, if someone has a severe problem he recommends seeking out a good cognitive therapist.

Snider said that he is very satisfied with the New Kensington faculty, saying this campus is more active than most in regards 
to faculty research. 

“I think it’s good for faculty to do research; it keeps them current, and helps them become reacquainted with the knowledge, 
and be a well rounded scholar,” Snider said.

Snider will often review the faculty research, if they want to send him a copy or by going to the faculty research fair, which 
is a good way to catch up on what faculty has been researching.  He appreciates that the expertise that the faculty brings 
gives students good experience and also helps the campus and community needs. His only bone to pick is that he wishes 
the faculty would be a little more proactive about sharing their research and having it known.  §

Dr. Bridges returns to his office near the Art Gallery.  
(Photo: Rodger Holsinger)
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NEW KENSINGTON, Pa. – Seventeen students and 
eight adults from Valley High School traveled to Bei-
jing and Jilin City, China for the second time as a 
part of an educational exchange program on Nov. 4, 
2009.

The eight day visit to China was part of a partnership 
between the New Kensington-Arnold School District 
and the Jilin Number One High School, one of that 
region’s largest and most competitive educational 
systems. Valley High School returned from the trip 
late on Friday, Nov. 13.

Along with visits of students and educators between 
the two school districts, the partnership also involves 
expanding educational ideas through technology. 
With the recent advancements in technology, New 
Kensington-Arnold hopes to continue to promote 
global exchanges so students can have the opportu-
nity to compete in a technology driven society.  

“There was a very lengthy application process. We 
had to fill out an application and write an essay about 
what we would be able to take out of the experience,” 
said Valley senior, David Seymour. “The last step was 
an interview with teachers and administrators.”
 
David Seymour made this trip for the first time. Last 
spring, his family hosted a student from China who 
was visiting Valley High School.

“The experience of traveling to China was extraordi-
nary. I learned so much about another country and 
so much about myself,” said Seymour.

These exchanges with China have been going on for 
about two and a half years. The major players in this 
collaboration involve the teachers and students in 
the New Kensington-Arnold School District, as well 
as Jilin Number One High School. 

“This trip has been a great success,” said Dr. George 
Batterson, the superintendent of Valley High School. 
“We were hoping to set forth an agreement with the 
Chinese school district, and everything is falling into 
place the way we wanted.”

 What the two schools plan to do is offer online cours-
es to each other. In order to make this agreement 
possible, many of Valley’s teachers are being trained 
to teach online courses.

With Valley High School as one of the leading dis-
tricts of technology in Pennsylvania, there would be 
no better way to expand their horizons. 

This trip wouldn’t have been possible if it weren’t for 
a competitive grant provided by the Grabel Founda-
tions. In all, the cost of the trip was $2,000 per per-
son. This year Valley High School was able to receive 
$21,000 from the foundation, according to Batter-
son. 

“After the grant went through, the students and 
teachers had to come up with $1,000 to pay for the 
trip,” said Eileen Matyas, a foreign language teacher 
who went on the trip.

Students and teachers held numerous fundraisers to 
help in the trip’s expenses. A lot of the students sold 
candy, candles, hoagies, and donuts at the school 
in the morning. They also did fundraising outside of 
school such as tagging at local shopping centers and 
held car washes.

During the eight day stay in China, students were 
able to attend and participate in various classes.  
Some of the classes involved a physics class, a math-
ematics class, and two English classes.  According to 
Seymour, they were able to participate in labs and 
help read with the Chinese students. 

Valley High School Participants Reflect on China Visit

By Jillian Snoznik
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“We also learned how to do Chinese art, paper cut, 
and calligraphy,” said Seymour.

The trip to China didn’t just involve Valley students 
interacting and exchanging educational ideas with 
Chinese students. Valley students and teachers were 
able to travel around Beijing and Jilin City to see what 
the area had to offer.

According to a lot of the teachers and students, this 
trip to China went more smoothly. The majority of the 
teachers and students were going on the trip for the 
second time.

The students who had traveled in 2008 were better 
able to help prepare the students going for the first 
time because they knew what to expect. This was 
true with the air and train travel, the school visitation 
experiences, and the Chinese culture and cuisine.
For those who traveled in 2008, there were only a 
few changes made to the itinerary. Overall the sight-
seeing was similar to the previous trip to China.

“Still, you cannot put into words what it feels like to be 
on the Great Wall of China…regardless of how many 
times you are there,” said Matyas.  “It truly takes your 
breath away.”

The students and teachers visited the same places 
except on one day, when the people who went twice 
were able to visit a Tibetan Temple and Beihei Park. 
The other students visited the Temple of Heaven and 
the Forbidden City. This year the trip was cut shorter 
than last year. It went from ten days to eight.

Valley senior Megan Jordan traveled on the trip as 
well for the second time this past November. Last 
spring, her family hosted a Chinese student named 
Fiona when they came to visit Valley High School.

“Although this year’s trip was cut two days shorter, 
there was so much running around,” said Jordan.  
“We went from extremely early in the morning until 
very late at night.”

During her visit to China, she was able to meet up 
with Fiona as well as other students she met on her 
first trip.

Students and teachers paired up and lived with Chi-
nese families during their 8-day stay in China.

“Everyone was extremely welcoming and hospitable,” 
said Seymour. “They were very nice to us and wanted 
us to feel as welcome as possible.” 

The typical school day for a high school student 
(grades 10-12) is from 7:30 a.m. until 9:30 p.m.  Stu-
dents are extremely focused, with very little distrac-
tions. All extra curriculars are done of the students’ 
own time and do not interfere with their daily time in 
school.

According to Batterson, Jilin City has a population 4.5 
million.  Their culture and school days are much dif-
ferent from the New Kensington-Arnold School Dis-
trict’s. Jilin Number One High School has more than 
5,000 students with the class size averaging about 
60 students with one teacher. The 12-hour school 
day includes two meals and a nap break.

High school in China is not mandatory; they have to 
keep grades to get in, and they are very competitive 
with each other. The kids don’t have much of a social 
life either because they are too busy studying. 

In addition to the trip, Batterson and Shannon Wag-
ner, the superintendent of Burrell School District, 
have met briefly with Kevin Snider, chancellor of the 
Penn State New Kensington campus, about signing 
an agreement to offer college credit courses to Chi-
nese students.

This year, China plans to bring a large delegation to 
visit the New Kensington-Arnold School District. This 
large delegation will involve 40 students and teach-
ers from Jilin Number One High School. During this 
visit, the two school districts will discuss the agree-
ment Batterson hopes to put into action.
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SHARPSBURG, Pa. – Youths come together four days a 
week for after school activities in a safe, supervised envi-
ronment to do homework, research and gaming.

Volunteers of America of Pennsylvania’s mission is to en-
vision caring communities where Pennsylvanians support 
each other’s mental, physical, spiritual and social well-
being.  The community serves the Fox Chapel Area School 
District, Shaler Area School District and the surrounding 
communities of the Lower Allegheny Valley Area.

In 1993, Fox Chapel Area High School District leaders 
met with concerned 
citizens and parents 
about the record levels 
of youth violence and 
substance abuse. A 
project called S.T.O.P. 
was then formed to suggest ways to deal with these is-
sues as one district rather than struggling to tackle this 
problem within each community.

A community group was then formed to provide efforts 
in the school district. This group later became “All of Us 
Care.”  The goal of All of Us Care is to prevent youth crime 
and substance abuse by providing positive activities for 
at-risk children and teens.  In January of 2008, All of Us 
Care became a program of Volunteers of America of Penn-
sylvania through a merger.

The current director of All of Us Care is Janice Barbus. 
Barbus started with All of Us Care as an Administrative 
Assistant in 1999; in 2004, she made her way to Program 
Director and then Director in 2005.

“During the merger, I took full responsibility for the pro-
gram once it became a service under Volunteers of Amer-
ica of Pennsylvania Inc. until May of 2008 when a super-
visor was assigned to the Southwestern Pennsylvania 
area,” Barbus said.

One thing that required Barbus’s attention was securing 
funding through grant writing; another thing was intro-
ducing Volunteers of America of Pennsylvania, Inc. to the 

surrounding areas of Southwestern Pennsylvania. Barbus 
has introduced and collaborated on many different grants 
to get the facilities needed to pursue the goals of obtain-
ing and operating the activities that serve 1,000 plus chil-
dren and youths in the Lower Allegheny Valley Area.

In 2005, All of Us Care hired Charles Ondrizek. At the 
time, All of Us Care just needed a contractor for computer 
and network services. A year later, Ondrizek was hired for 
a full time position as a Technology Coordinator for All of 
Us Care, which later became Volunteers of America, All of 
Us Care.

The computer lab that 
was installed at the 
All of Us Care facil-
ity in Sharpsburg was 
administrated by On-

drizek. He was the sole installer of all the PC systems, 
infrastructure, and multimedia systems including projec-
tion screens, sound systems, and configurations of multi-
player games over LAN and internet.

“All my friends come here after school,” said Kennedy 
Morris, a 12 year old that frequently goes to the after 
school program at All of Us Care, “and I don’t have a com-
puter at home so I come to hang out with my friends and 
go on the computers.”

Most of the kids that do come to the after school program 
are around Morris’s age group.

All of Us Care offers computer access for low-income 
families that cannot afford to buy computers of their own. 
Donated computers no older than five years old are refur-
bished and given to families.  

Since 2001, 150 families have received computers.

All of Us Care offers many other programs such as youth 
drug and alcohol services, mentoring and safety educa-
tion as well as the after school activities and computer 
access. §

‘All of Us Care’ Program Helps Families

By Samantha Carricato

 The goal of all of Us Care is To PrevenT 
yoUTh Crime and sUbsTanCe abUse by 

Providing PosiTive aCTiviTies for aT-risk 
Children and Teens.
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TARENTUM, Pa. – Two wizards from different lands meet 
to do battle.  The older of the two battlers casts a sphinx 
to the battlefield, but it is met with a flurry of Lightning 
Bolts from the younger, and the battle is complete. 

Lightning Bolt in this sense is actually a card in the Magic: 
the Gathering (Magic) trading card game (TCG), and the 
two wizards look an awful lot like normal people sitting 
around a table. 

An estimated 2 million people worldwide play Magic, ac-
cording to Wizards of the Coast, the developer of the game 
and a subsidiary of Hasbro.  Countless more people play 
other trading card games such as Yu-Gi-Oh, Pokemon, 
and the World of Warcraft trading card game. 

“[Magic] keeps me planning ahead,” said Joey Marchi, 
who has been playing the game for about 2 years.  “It re-
ally makes me have to think things through.” 

The strategy element of Magic and many other TCGs is 
what brings out countless people, young and old alike, to 
do battle for big prizes or just to have fun and pass some 
time. 

Boxes of cards and supplies are sold for these games at 
many retailers, such as Wal-Mart and Giant Eagle.  How-
ever most major cities have at least one shop dedicated 
largely to these games. 

One of the largest of these shops in the region is Superior 
Sports Cards in Tarentum, PA. 

“I would say about 40% of my yearly sales are trading card 
games,” stated Andrew Jonczak, the owner of Superior 
Sports Cards, “it is a percentage that seems to be grow-
ing.” 

Superior Sports Cards also sells comics, sports cards, 
and sporting memorabilia. 

Individual cards for these games are usually anywhere 
from 10 cents to $50.  Some ultra rare and misprinted 
cards have gone for over $10,000.

While a local place like Superior Sports Cards to buy and 
play these games is great for many people, the Internet 
has quickly become one of the largest sources of busi-
ness for this industry.  

Individuals and small businesses often sell their wares 
online through their own websites or through sites such 
as E-Bay. But many large businesses such as Star City 
Games (starcitygames.com) have taken advantage of the 
mostly regional aspect of the industry to sell an ever-in-
creasing amount of goods online and even hold several 
major tournaments annually with $5000 in prizes offered 
at each one. 

“We have been expanding everything here,” said Ben Ble-
iweiss, retail manager at Star City Games, “The tourna-
ments are always getting bigger.” 

And the game seems to be expanding again.  While Jon-
czak said sales had been declining a year ago, recently 
sales have been picking up. 

There is a certain familiarity with playing with friends that 
keeps bringing back players who long ago stopped playing 
for different reasons.

“Playing Magic is a good way to keep seeing old friends 
and see the world,” said Paul Sekaras, who has been 
playing for almost 15 years. §

Trading Card Game Playing Its Way Through the Recession

By Scot Carnahan

Do you have questions or comments
 about the Nittany Pride?

Do you have ideas that could help us
 improve our paper?

E-mail us at:  nittanypridenews@gmail.com
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Fear not, hockey-loving Wii gamers…NHL 2K10 is here! The 2K Sports game has been out since September, but is still 
hard to find in any gaming store. But if you love hockey enough and you’re looking for something fun you can play alone 
or with friends, I highly suggest buying NHL 2K10 online if you can’t find it in the store. 

At first, I wasn’t too impressed with NHL 2K10 for the Wii, simply because the Capitals’ Alex Ovechkin is on the front of 
the game, but I had to overlook that. I understand that since he was the MVP of the NHL last year, he deserved to be on 

the front, but that doesn’t mean I have to like it. I got over this quickly 
when I turned on the game and it automatically defaults to you play-
ing as the Pittsburgh Penguins. What else could I possibly need?

Because of the Wii remotes, while playing NHL 2K10, you feel more 
like you are actually playing hockey. You have to move them just right 
to be able to shoot and score, and you control where the puck is 
being passed by the flick of your wrist. Instead of pressing a million 
buttons and having to remember all sorts of plays, you can do exactly 
what you want in a quick and easy way. Also, the game is compat-
ible with all sorts of Wii controllers and has the controls included for 
each.

I will admit that when I first opened the enclosed booklet to read 
about the controls, I was a little overwhelmed. However, when I actu-
ally started playing, I realized that all the controls just seemed nor-
mal and were very easy to remember. It’s possible to teach some-
one how to play the basic controls and start a game in about five 
minutes. Once those basic controls become easy, a more advanced 
player can begin learning the other controls and can do more things. 

Though some web reviews, such as IGN.com, say that the graphics aren’t perfect, I think they still make the game 
seem pretty real. I’ve seen some terrible graphics before, and I’d have to say that NHL 2K10 is pretty good for the first 
Wii hockey game. Everything seems to keep up, and the menus are pretty amazing. I had a hard time at first trying to 
figure out how they worked, but once I got a hang of the controller, it was a piece of cake.

Some of the fun things about NHL 2K10 are the different things that you can do with the game. It is possible to play 
just a quick game against a computer, or you can play with up to three friends. You can also start playing a season and 
take your team the whole way to the Stanley Cup Finals. And as far as the teams and players go, it is possible to make 
your own. When you start a season, you have the option to go through a draft and pick your entire team.

Another great thing that I personally adore is the fact that you can drive the zamboni between periods! The zambonis 
are the best part of the intermissions and instead of just watching them drive around, you can actually race the other 
player to clear 45% of the ice first. You can also play mini games in all sorts of arenas, including small outside arenas, 
just like the Winter Classic!

All in all, I really enjoyed playing NHL 2K10 on my Wii and I highly recommend any hockey or Wii enthusiast to purchase 
it immediately. It is difficult to find in stores, but can easily be found on GameStop.com or Amazon.com. §

Game Review:  NHL 2K10 (Wii) A Winner

By Kayla Smail

NHL 2K10, Wii gaming console, and Wiimote. 
(Photo: Kayla Smail)
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Admit it, at one point or another, you’ve likely been in a 
store that sells pets, and you’ve probably found yourself 
wishing that you could take home that adorable pup with 
the wagging tail or the cute, little kitten that purrs as it 
rubs its head against the glass of its enclosure.  

But before you start begging your parents, boyfriend or 
girlfriend (or start convincing yourself) to purchase a pet 
from a pet store, take some time to consider this impor-
tant decision—and consider adoption.  

According to “How Animal Shelters Work” at animals.
howstuffworks.com, approximately 6 to 8 million dogs 
and cats are taken to animal shelters each year.  Some of 
these creatures are found on the streets and brought to 
local shelters, while others are brought in by their owners 
who no longer want them or can no longer keep them.  
Statistics from adoptapet.com show that approximately 4 
million adoptable dogs and cats are put to sleep every 
year because of overpopulation.

However, animal shelters and pet rescues are great plac-
es to find animal companions.  According to adoptapet.
com, breed rescues exist that can help you find a specific 
breed of your choosing, and 25 percent of dogs put to 
sleep in animal shelters are purebred, proving that you 
don’t have to go to a breeder or pet store to get a pure-
bred pet.   Animal shelters also house mixed-breed dogs 
that, according to hgtv.com, offer some advantages over 
purebred dogs.  Mixed breeds have the combined traits of 
two or more breeds of dogs and are typically not affected 
by genetic defects that are found in purebreds.

Adoptapet.com reports that “adopting a dog or cat from 
a humane society, an animal shelter, an SPCA, or a dog 
rescue or cat rescue group saves a life!”  But while it is 
true that opening up your heart and home to a pet could 
save the animal’s life, bringing a pet into your home is a 
serious and long-term commitment. 

According to americanhumane.org, the website of the 
American Humane Association, an organization dedicat-
ed to protecting children and animals, “Far too many ani-
mals in this country are initially loved and then neglected 
or abandoned over time because owners decide – too 

Adopt a Pet, But Prepare

By Erika Watson

Mama, an adult adoptable cat at the Kiski Valley Cat and 
Kitten Rescue in Apollo.  (Photo: Erika Watson)

late – that caring for pets is more responsibility than they 
actually want.” 

According to aspca.org, the website for the American So-
ciety for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, in a section 
of the website titled “Questions to Ask Yourself Before 
Adopting,” dogs can live for 10 to 15 years, while cats 
may live to be 20-years-old.  A lot can change in that span 
of time.  You may start a family, move from one place to 
another, get a new job or lose a job, so ask yourself this: 
as circumstances change, will I be able to care for a pet?

Furthermore, pet adoption tips from hgtv.com recom-
mend that you “do your homework” before adopting a pet 
by figuring out what kind of animal will fit your lifestyle.   
For example, according to aspca.org, dogs require several 
hours of companionship and exercise on a daily basis.  If 
you are unable to devote that much time to a dog, you 
may want to consider a different animal, such as a cat or 
fish.  The aspca.org also recommends that if you travel or 
are out of your house a lot, you may want to wait until your 
life settles before adopting a pet.

Another important thing to keep in mind when adopting 
a pet is your finances.   As both the aspca.org and hgtv.
com note, pets cost money.  The adoption fee, food, toys, 
vet bills and other pet-related expenses will consume a 
portion of your income; if you want to adopt an animal, 
you should make sure you can afford to keep it happy 
and healthy. Finally, keep in mind that pets need to be 
trained in order to avoid behavior problems.  According 
to aspca.org, “lack of training is one of the most common 
reasons that adopters return pets to shelters.”  Puppies, 
for example, may need to be housetrained and taught not 
to jump or chew. 
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Social networking seems to be reaching epidemic propor-
tions. Sometimes we read “tweets” and facebook “status 
updates” more than we do our own homework. Why would 
we care more about our friend’s friend’s friend who is 
brushing her teeth at exactly 8:07a.m., rather than updat-
ing ourselves on the latest current events or going outside 
to squeeze in a 30 minute jog? All of this seems kind of 
mind-numbing at times.

An article was posted on newsbusters.org by Noel Shep-
pard who believes that social networking sites will destroy 
society. He argues that typing still leaves something out, 
and it “lacks the nuances that can be expressed by body 
language and voice inflection.” Sheppard says, “Amidst all 
this heightened chatter, we’re not saying much that’s in-
teresting, folks. Rather, we’re breaking a cardinal rule of 
companionship: Thou Shalt Not Bore Thy Friends.”

Maybe we’re boring our 
friends, but according 
to ProCon.org, “Social 
networking and blogging 
sites accounted for 17% 
(about one in every six minutes) of all time spent on the 
internet in August 2009, nearly three times as much as 
in 2008.” 

Is this good for society, or is it rather a destruction of all 
of our creative attributes and our personal private lives? 
There seems to be debate on both sides of the spectrum.

ProCon.org states that phishing, the fraudulent act of at-
tempting to attain personal information for identity theft, 
has increased by 240% on social networking sites be-
tween 2008 and 2009. 

Businesses are in fear of the endangerment of corporate 
security. Children can be more easily exposed to preda-
tors because of the extensive use of social networking 
tools. Computers are more susceptible to viruses. Worker 
productivity has been steadily decreasing. Short atten-
tion spans are cumulating. Socialization face-to-face is 
decreasing, and people are spending less time together.

In addition to these striking cons of social networking, the 
social networking sites can’t verify that people are who 
they say they are. Many people hide their true identities 
and pretend to be someone that they aren’t. 

According to ProCon.org, in February of 2009, MySpace 
identified 90,000 registered sex offenders with profiles 
on their site. Although social networking sites can remove 
the sex offenders, there is no way to completely eliminate 
or identify all of them, and even the ones that are deleted 
can make new accounts.

Can the benefits of social networking possibly outweigh 
these dangers?  

There are scores of positive features related to social net-
working. Social networking endorses more communica-

tion between friends and 
family that are far apart. 
New relationships can 
bloom, and all of the in-
creased communication 
reinforces relationships. 

According to an article on socialnetworking.lovetoknow.
com, social networking helps society collaborate in the 
sense that researchers and scientists can communicate 
very easily around the world, and teachers can use social 
networks to augment courses and class work. People are 
also able to find others with common interests to their 
own. 

Many people who have difficulty communicating in person 
are much more comfortable communicating through the 
internet. New and different cultures, ideas, and values 
can be exchanged and the world can join hands and share 
their experiences with those who would have never imag-
ined such things could ever happen around the world.

The growth of social networking has also familiarized 
many people with important computer skills, and it’s con-
nected millions of people to new jobs, new places to live, 
new cars, and so on. Internet users tend to have larger 
social networks than non-users. Businesses and compa-

Is Social Networking Productive or Destructive?

By Kristen Wagner

in febrUary of 2009, mysPaCe 
idenTified 90,000 regisTered sex 

offenders wiTh Profiles on Their siTe.
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nies are starting to rely on social networking sites as part 
of their “interviewing” process. Younger people who have 
all of these computer skills are being relied on to keep 
companies up-to-date and prospering.

It seems as if in society today social networking is com-
pletely obligatory. Not only do most workplaces require 
social networking and computer skills, but they also rely 
on social networking sites to help themselves grow. By 
working to connect people to friends, family, jobs, and so 
on, social networking seems to make life easier and more 
enjoyable for people worldwide. Maybe the downfalls of 
social networking can be overcome in the long run, and 
hopefully the dangers can be depleted. But even with 
those threats, social media will continue to grow at a mag-
nificent rate. § Screengrab of the Nittany Pride’s Facebook account.  

Cell phone use while driving is now universal. But exactly 
what else is happening behind the wheel that may make 
you cringe and shy away from the driver’s seat for a while? 
Texting, eating, shaving, dancing,  singing, applying make-
up, consuming alcoholic beverages, lifting weights—oh, 
and that’s not all of it. There’s much, much more.

An article by Claire Martin on editorial.autos.msn.com 
helps us understand that we need to be aware of our sur-
roundings at all times. State troopers in Maine “observed 
a woman watching an episode of Gilmore Girls on her lap-
top while speeding down the Main Turnpike.” Passing mo-
torists are reporting men lifting weights while driving, and 
women applying polish to their toenails that are hanging 
out of their windows sitting in traffic. 

Although it may sound amusing and ridiculous, it’s ab-
solutely dangerous and hazardous not only for the driver 
committing the actions, but also for everyone else on the 
roads.

According to a journal entitled Brain Research, when the 
brain is multi-tasking it gives priority to the skill that is 
more deeply ingrained. This means that since we’ve 
learned to talk before we’ve learned how to drive, our 
brain is powering the conversation instead of the road. 
Sound dodgy? It is. Not only are cell phone users at risk 

of accidents caused by impaired peripheral vision, but so 
are those of us that participate in the several different 
distracting activities that we do while driving.

According to www.safeteens.com, “texting took a driver’s 
focus away from the road for an average of 4.6 seconds- 
enough time to travel the length of a football field at 55 
mph.” 

Technology is very appealing in this day and age, but we 
need to find our boundaries. Text messaging, iPod use, 
and other distractions have been proven to cause drivers 
to leave their lanes “10 percent more often” than undis-
tracted drivers. I know we always hear it, but honestly, is 
it really worth it?

If you’d like to be entertained, and possibly frightened for 
your life, visit MSN autos’ thread titled “What crazy things 
have you seen drivers do in traffic? And what have YOU 
done while driving?” It’s sure to put a puzzled look on your 
face and a squeamish feeling in your stomach. Just to give 
you a taste, a message was posted on February 13, 2009 
that reads, “I once observed a guy doing 75 (in a 65) or 
so in rush hour traffic on I-684 playing a flute with both 
hands.” Now if you’re able to do this, you may be a tal-
ented multi-tasker-- we’ll give you that much. But do us all 
a favor and focus on driving while you’re cruising. §

Cruising on the Wild Side with Untamed Drivers

By Kristen Wagner
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“Dear Valentine’s Day, I hate your stinkin’ guts. You make me vomit. You are the scum between my toes. Love, Kristen.” 
Okay, so that isn’t completely my line, it’s sort of a twist to Alfalfa’s. It captures my thoughts pretty well though.

I’ve never understood the so-called “Singles Awareness Day.” Chubby angels, lacey pink and red hearts, flowers, teddy 
bears, boxes of chocolates—all the things that supposedly make a day of romance complete seem sort of nauseating 
to me. Why? I’m not sure. Although I don’t have a nice little “In a Relationship” addition to my Facebook page, I used 
to. And in the past, I’ve loved spending the day with my sweetie and enjoying the romantic day. On the other hand, I’ve 
also been torn and felt bad when friends haven’t had someone to spend the day with, or when I hear about everyone 
else who is sad because they don’t have someone to spend the day with.

It can be considered the day that’s accompanied by pressure, anxiety and stress. Men panic at the pressure of this 
day. Catherine Donaldson-Evans wrote a story for foxnews.com about the hatred of Valentine’s Day. One man that was 
interviewed objected to Valentine’s Day saying, “There’s no reciprocated holiday for the guy. Like how about a steak 
and porn night? Would that be so awful?” I guess some men hate it for their own reasons.

Plenty of us think the idea of Valentine ’s Day is sappy. So what is there to do if you’re not in a relationship and you’d 
like to start enjoying the day? We may as well figure it out and enjoy what we can of it, because I’m tired of the lost and 
lonesome attitude.

According to www.stvalentinesday.org, “The festival is celebrated to express love to anyone we are closed to.” I guess 
that means we can celebrate it with friends, siblings, grandparents, etc. But what if they’re all busy because they’ve got 
sweethearts? Well, they’ve gone ahead and produced a list of “Valentine’s Day Ideas for Singles” that you can check 
out if you’d like. The list involves pampering yourself, freaking out with friends, acts of service, expressing gratitude for 
friends and dear ones, thinking positive, and focusing on a relationship plan. 

Chiff.com also offers several ways to “Have the Happiest Valentine’s Day Ever (Even When You’re Alone).” Personally, 
I think cheering someone else us is a great plan. Obviously there are a lot of people out there that get depressed over 
the thought of Valentine’s Day. Why not spend the day with them, have fun, and make the day enjoyable for both of 
you? Helping others can also make you very happy. Making someone else smile is, in my opinion, one of the best feel-
ings. Try it out and let me know if you think so too.

So is it possible to get over the abhorrence of Valentine’s Day? I suppose I’ll hope so, and give it a whirl this year. 

-Kristen Wagner, Managing Editor

Valentine’s Day: a holiday filled with hearts, chocolates, Hallmark cards and couples. Doesn’t seem to me that it’s 
really a holiday at all. What does Valentine’s Day really prove? It proves that people like to throw money away on some-
thing that means absolutely nothing. 

To be honest, I’ve never been one to like Valentine’s Day. And no, it isn’t because I had a bad experience or because 
I’ve been alone on February 14th before, but because I have just never fully understood it. All the day seems to do is 
separate people and make the single ones hate their life just a little more that day. 

To those singles out there, Valentine’s Day is just another day of the week, but one that when they walk out their door, 
they are suddenly surrounded by couples that are being over-extravagant and showing just a little too much PDA. Don’t 
get me wrong; I do support couples showing each other how much love and adoration they have, but not just once a 

V-Day Mayday!  Nittany Pride Editors Discuss Feb. 14
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year. If you love someone, shouldn’t you want to show them that every day of the year? 

Another thing about Valentine’s Day that seems just a little crazy is the insanity of the presents and cards that people 
buy. It’s an excuse for card makers to make a little bit more money. Yes, we all need to make a living, but Valentine’s 
Day? Shouldn’t cards about love be given out all the time just because?

I’m a huge believer in ‘just because’ presents. I want my significant other to be thinking about me for more than just 
one day out of the year. I think that people feel obligated to by their spouse something on February 14th. If it that is 
really the case, would you want that present anyway? It would mean so much more if it was just a random Tuesday that 
meant nothing and your hubby brought you home some flowers and a card. Wouldn’t it? 

The last thing that bothers me about Valentine’s Day is that there doesn’t seem to be any set history or story behind 
it. According to History.com, it is based upon Saint Valentine, but his story seems to be unclear. One legend says that 
Valentine continued marrying young couples even after Emperor Claudius II outlawed it. When Claudius found this out, 
he put Valentine to death. There are also other stories suggesting that Valentine actually sent out the first greeting 
card himself. But nothing is certain and the story remains unclear. 

So why do we celebrate a holiday that has no certain history and separates people in the world? February 14th is a 
day that makes single people feel bad, stay in their houses and eat chocolate all day so they don’t have to see all the 
couples in the world. It also makes couples feel obligated to show their affection, which isn’t right. I say if we are cele-
brating couples one day out of the year, we should be celebrating the single people in the world too. What do you think?

-Kayla Smail, Online Editor

Why do some people anxiously await Valentine’s Day while others dread it?

Valentine’s Day for me is a special day of the year. Those who have boyfriends or girlfriends understand why it’s spe-
cial. I personally can’t wait for the day to come to share the special day with my boyfriend. It’s not about giving gifts; 
it’s about showing each other how much love for one another we have.

Now don’t get me wrong, the gift giving part is also fun. I’m pretty excited to see what my boyfriend has planned for the 
day. My birthday just passed, and he made sure I had the best day ever.

This will be the first Valentine’s Day we will be spending together, so once again I’m excited. To spend any day with the 
one you love is special, but to spend the day with the one you love on a holiday is ever better.

Allison Bail, a senior agreed and said, “I love Valentine’s Day, but your boyfriend should show his appreciation and love 
everyday not just Feb.14.”

For those who don’t have boyfriends or girlfriends, they probably just think it’s a wasted day and it’s overrated.  Others 
may think it’s a waste of money as well. Why spend money on your boyfriend or girlfriend for Christmas when, about a 
month later, you have to spend more money on gifts.

Others, like me, don’t mind spending the extra money on their boyfriend or girlfriend on this special day of the year.
My favorite Valentine’s Day was when I was in high school. I dated a kid named Ray all throughout high school. The 
one year he got me two cards because he wasn’t sure which one he liked more, and he wrote in each one how much 
he cared about me. He also got a picture frame that said “I Love You” with our picture inside.

-Samantha Carricato, News Editor
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The current state of the Pittsburgh Penguins, though 
much better than this time last year, is still tenuous at 
best.  The Pens are currently sitting in fourth place in a 
tightly contested Eastern Conference.

But at this time last year, the situation looked much worse.  
The Pens were sitting in tenth place in the East and on the 
verge of firing Michel Therrien, who took them to the Stan-
ley Cup Finals only a year before.

After Therrien was fired, Dan Bylsma came in to replace 
him, and the rest is history.  Though the postseason 
wasn’t without drama, when I looked at Fleury, Crosby, 
and Malkin, I just knew deep down that they would come 
through in the clutch.  And they did.

This year, however, I’m not so certain.

Buffalo, currently in third place, certainly has established 
itself as a threat.  With elite goaltender Ryan Miller in the 
net, they will always have a chance to win.  But will Mill-
er’s workload prove to be too much?  He’s already started 
forty-eight games this season, plus he’s been tabbed as 
the starter for the U.S. Olympic team, guaranteeing him at 
least six, and probably closer to ten more starts.  

This leads me to believe that by the time the Sabres reach 
the postseason, Miller will be worn out, and so I am un-
afraid of Buffalo.

The two teams I am afraid of?  The Washington Capitals 
and the New Jersey Devils.

The Devils, second in the East and first in the NHL in goals 
against average, look like they may be able to put a long 
playoff run together.  And last night, they added Ilya Kov-
alchuk from the Atlanta Thrashers, one of the best pure 
goal scorers in the league.  

But the same problem the Sabres had could also be the 
undoing of the Devils.  Martin Brodeur, their all-world goal-
ie (and arguably the best of all-time), is the undisputed 
starter for Team Canada in the upcoming Olympics.  Bro-
deur is thirty-seven years old and has already played in 

fifty-two games this year.  There’s no doubt that he’s in 
great shape, but he is also in danger of tiring himself out 
and faltering in the playoffs.

The verdict here is that if the playoffs began today, the 
Penguins could not beat the Devils in seven games.  With 
their expert neutral-zone trap and and improved offense, 
I can’t see it happening.  But luckily, I can’t predict the 
future; I can only speculate.

The final team, and the most frightening by far, is the 
mighty Washington Capitals.  They  are on pace to score 
the most goals in a single season since the Detroit Red 
Wings fourteen years ago.  Alexander Ovechkin is a one-
man wrecking crew; at six-foot-two and 233 pounds, he’s 
a Russian freight train who scores goals in bunches.  
Stopping Ovechkin is nearly impossible; the only hope 
is to contain him and pray the rest of the team doesn’t 
slaughter you.

The defense, however, is suspect.  Mike Green, lauded 
for his great puck-moving and offensive abilities, remains 
a liability at the back end.  The Caps are without a true 
shutdown defender.  

They are also without a true number one goaltender.  Jose 
Theodore got through only one game of the playoffs last 
year before getting yanked in favor of rookie Semyon Var-
lamov, who’s spent much of this year on the injured re-
serve list.  Who will the Caps use when they reach the 
playoffs?

The verdict here?  No matter what the Pens do, I don’t see 
them beating Washington.  Sure, they don’t have an elite 
netminder or defense, but neither do the Pens.  This year, 
I’d have to give the offensive edge to Ovechkin and the 
Capitals.  If they get good goaltending, they’re my pick to 
win the Stanley Cup.

As much as I would love to see the Pens repeat, it doesn’t 
seem like it will happen at the moment.  Hopefully I’ll be 
eating my words come June.

The Current State of the Pittsburgh Penguins

By Kevin Muska
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Peyton Manning vs. Drew Brees.  It might not be Manning 
vs. Favre, but it should make for a very interesting and 
high-scoring Super Bowl.

The Indianapolis Colts and the New Orleans Saints and 
their high-flying offenses will duke it out on Sun. Feb. 
7, with the kickoff at 6:25 p.m.  By the time this article 
comes out, the Super Bowl will be only a memory, but let’s 
see if I can predict this thing right. 

Let’s start with the Colts.  To me, it starts and ends with 
one player: Peyton Manning.  There is no stopping him, 
there is no containing him, and there is no shutting him 
down.  He’s a freak, a force of nature, and has had argu-
ably the best season a quarterback has ever had.

When the play looks dead, Manning finds someone.  
When it looks like he’ll be sacked, he launches the ball 
and completes it more often than not.  When the Colts 
are losing, Manning brings them back to life.  When the 
game looks all but over, Manning drives the length of the 
field and scores. 

After the departure of wide receiver and Manning’s ex-
favorite target, Marvin Harrison, many thought the Colts 
offense might slow down a bit this year (or at least down 
from where they usually are).  Instead, their offense looks 
strong as ever.  

Pierre Garcon and Austin Collie stepped out of the shad-
ows of obscurity and have made it look easy.  Reggie 
Wayne continues to prove why he’s one of the best in the 
league.  Tight-end Dallas Clark had the best year of his 
career.  And the offensive line has been beastly, allowing 
only ten sacks all year.

And as for the defense, they weren’t the best in the 
league, but they were most definitely one of the fastest.  
Combining all-pro defensive end Dwight Freeney with the 
ball-hawking secondary and hard-hitting linebackers be-
came a formula for success.  The defense may be a bit un-
dersized according to the usual NFL standards, but they 
more than make up for it with speed and heart.

As for the Saint’s defense, I consider it very similar to 
the Colts.  A quick and bull-rushing defensive line has 
been their hallmark in the playoffs; if you saw their game 
against Minnesota, you’ll most certainly concur.  It looked 
as if there was a reward for the first player to knock out 
forty-year-old Brett Favre (which they very nearly did).

Jabari Greer, the Saints shutdown corner, was injured 
most of the year but has returned.  Chances are he’ll be 
assigned to shutting down Reggie Wayne.

We should also expect to see a ton of blitzes from the 
Saints defense.  Gregg Williams, the defensive coordina-
tor, has been confusing offenses all year long with his 
schemes.

And then there’s the offense and Drew Brees.  Brees, 
at least to me, has been underrated for the past several 
years.  He’s not your prototypical NFL quarterback, stand-
ing only six-feet tall and without a rocket arm, but his guts 
and his intelligence outweigh just about every other QB in 
the league.

The Saints are also armed with many offensive weapons.  
Former star USC running back and Heisman winner Reg-
gie Bush can line up in the backfield, the slot, or as a wide 
receiver.  Marques Colston, their number-one receiver, is 
listed at six-foot-four and can go up for the ball and make 
plays when Brees gets in trouble.  And Jeremy Shockey, 
who has yet to live up to his potential coming out of col-
lege, is rounding into form just in time.

In the end, I think it will be a high-scoring game.  I think 
both teams will have their chances, but I can’t and won’t 
bet against Peyton Manning.  He’s a star (and one of my 
man crushes), and I think no matter what the Saints throw 
at him, he’ll be ready.

My prediction?  Indy 42, New Orleans 31.

(This prediction was made Friday, Feb. 5.)

Super Bowl XLIV Prediction: Indianapolis Wins

By Kevin Muska



What Are You Doing For Valentine’s Day?

Frank Santimauro: 
I enjoy Valentine’s Day 
because my wife enjoys 

going out for the 
occasion.

Nick Cardinale:
On Valentine’s Day, I 

enjoy spending time with 
my girlfriend and 

spoiling her.

Josh Wilson:
I enjoy Valentine’s Day 

because I like 
Hershey Kisses.

Nicole Burlbaugh:
I used to like Valentine’s 

Day because my dad used 
to always make me and my 
sisters feel special by get-
ting us flowers and candy.

Penn State New Ken Celebrates Black History Month

Art Exhibit: Penn State New Kensington is featuring Pittsburgh artist Dan Bolick’s “Resurrected,” which 
opened Feb. 1 and runs until Feb. 28 in the Art Gallery.  Bolick’s show of life-size paintings depicts 10 innocent 
prisoners (men) who were freed  after years of sitting on death row or facing life sentences. Brolick will be on 

campus  for an Artist’s Talk and Reception on Friday, Feb. 19 (Noon to 2 p.m., PSNK Art Gallery). 
Admission is free and open to the public.

Theatre Performance:  “Soul Steps” will perform on Thursday, Feb. 18, at Noon in the Forum Theatre. 
Soul Steps speaks the language of rhythm. The group brings power, energy and motion to the stage. 

Step is who they are, and urban beats tell their story.
Admission is free and open to the public.


