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CamPus news

UPPER BURRELL, Pa. - Over 100 students, faculty, alumni 
and community members braved the cold and biting wind 
to pay tribute to beloved coach Joe Paterno at a candlelight 
vigil Jan. 24 at Penn State New Kensington.

The mood on the PSNK campus was somber as the 
community rallied around the Lion Shrine at 6 p.m. to 
remember the man who was so much more than a football 
coach.  

Organizers were pleased with the turnout despite the less 
than ideal conditions, which they said showed Paterno’s 
importance to the entire Penn State community.

“I think it’s amazing that the one event that we’ve done so 
far this year that wasn’t about fun, that wasn’t about giving 
away things, had more attendance than any other event so 
far this year,” SGA President Myquan “Que” Harris-Moore 
said.  “It speaks volumes to what JoePa has meant to this community, to this campus and to other Penn Staters and 
other communities across the country.”

Freshman Leigh Hasting, of Delmont, said it was nice to see everyone, from older alumni to current students, “being 
all together as one to support Joe Paterno.”

Some of those attending had the honor of meeting Paterno and came to share their stories, while most only wished 
they’d had that privilege.  All wanted to pay their respects to the man who’d devoted the last 61 years to Penn State 
and perfectly embodied everything the university stood for.

“We’re a family and not just a great university because of Joe Paterno,” PSNK’s Chancellor Dr. Kevin Snider said in 
his opening remarks. “I think more than anybody, over six decades, Joe has given this university a sense of identity, a 
sense of purpose, a sense of being that is unlike any other. And tonight we’re here to celebrate that, and we’re doing 
that much in the way he would have wanted us.  We’re doing that as family.”

Joe’s emphasis on family was illustrated by the stories shared by alumnus Ron “Bubba” Hileman, a former equipment 
manager for Penn State’s football team.  Hileman recounted how Paterno had been there for him during the rough 
patches of his life and had even come to visit him in the hospital while he was fighting cancer.  That was just the kind 
of man Paterno was.

Many of the stories shared brought laughter at Paterno’s quick wit and sense of humor, making the night a true 
celebration of his life.  The stories themselves seemed imbued with that essential Paterno spirit that somehow 
allowed everyone in attendance to feel connected, both to each other and to a man most had never met.  As Snider 
said, “He really was the bond the brought us together.”

Inevitably, there were also moments of sadness as the Penn State community was able to come together to mourn 
the loss of the man who’d been the soul of the university for so long.  (contd. pg 3)

PSNK Remembers Joe Paterno At Candlelight Vigil
By Kelly Haugh
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Students Andrew Sheffler and Emily McDaniel attempt to light 
their candles despite the wind at the start of the vigil. 

(Photo by Kelly Haugh)
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CamPus news
“Joe Paterno is really, what I would consider, the heart of 
Penn State University,” said Harris-Moore.  “He’s meant so 
much to the students, faculty, staff and alumni here at Penn 
State University, so it’s such a heartbreaking loss that he’s 
passed away.”  

Losing Paterno seemed to be even harder given the 
unfortunate circumstances of the Sandusky scandal.  
Though the focus was on all the good Paterno had done, 
many students couldn’t help but lament the end of his 
storied career, which made the loss hurt just a little bit more.

“It’s a sad, sad day,” junior Nikki Opielowski of Pittsburgh 
said.  “Not only the fact that he passed but just the way it 
all went down, the way his legacy and career was laid out at 
the end.” 

Perhaps it is because of that end that many of those in 
attendance stressed the need to preserve Paterno’s true 
legacy.

“I think that it’s really important that we continue to remember him for his legacy and for the work that he did, for the 
giving that he’s done for the students and for what he’s meant in our hearts,” Harris-Moore said.

The task of passing on Paterno’s unrivaled legacy and upholding the many values he taught now falls to the Penn State 
community, and those in attendance seemed more than ready to keep Joe’s spirit alive.

As John Spadaro, a 1982 alumnus and board member of the Alle-Kiski Alumni Society, said, “We should not be 
discouraged by his death but encouraged by his life.”

We should, as Hileman said, honor Paterno by following in his footsteps. “Joe’s true story was that he made an impact,” 
he said. “My advice to you as students and alumni is to continue to make an impact.”

By the end of the vigil, all but a few candles had been 
extinguished by the wind, but it was clear that nothing could 
diminish the fire and strong ideals Joe had instilled in the 
current and former Penn State students, all of whom will say 
that the world was made a much better place because of his 
presence.

Joe Paterno will be sorely missed, and Penn State will never 
be the same. 

PSNK students, alumni and community members gather to 
remember Paterno at the candlelight vigil January 24.

(Photo by Kelly Haugh)

PSNK students, alumni and community members at the 
candlelight vigil January 24. (Photo by Kelly Haugh)

for more Joe PaTerno Coverage, 
video of The vigil & a video 
TribuTe by PsnK sTudenTs on 

whaT Joe meanT To Them, 
CheCK ouT our websiTe: 

niTTanyPride.wordPress.Com 
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CommuniTy

TARENTUM, Pa. – The Allegheny–Kiski Valley Heritage 
Museum is trying to preserve local history for the people 
who live there.

“We want to keep local history alive for future genera-
tions,” said Dolly Mistrik, the president of the board of 
the Allegheny-Kiski Valley Historical Society. The mu-
seum, located on East Seventh Ave in Tarentum, concen-
trates on history that involves the local area, and there is 
more than enough to keep visitors interested. 

From Revolutionary War artifacts to local stores from the 
1950’s, the museum offers a wide perspective of the 
history of the entire AK–Valley. The main ballroom of the 
former American Legion post, which houses most of the 
military exhibits, is highlighted by the PPG-made cobalt 
blue glass panels and legion crests, featuring the “rup-
tured duck” crest which denoted honorably discharged 
veterans returning from active duty during World War II.

Built in 1931 as an American Legion Post, with much of 
the labor provided by local veterans, the building is itself 
an historical display.  

“The museum is actually inside an artifact,” said Mistrik. 
“We try to keep everything in building original…There is 
history in the antique doors and exit lamps.”

The museum has more to offer than just military history.

The museum’s Alcoa Room highlights the importance 
the aluminum industry has played in the development of 
the AK Valley. Aluminum is on display in all of its forms, 
from how it comes out of the ground to the myriad of 
aluminum products that Alcoa has manufactured. 

The museum also has displays dedicated to local his-
torical figures, such as famed environmentalist Rachel 
Carson and Pulitzer Prize-winning photographer Eddie 
Adams, who was a native of New Kensington.

The Adams display shows a large recreation of his 
famous “Saigon Execution” photograph, among others 
from his coverage of the Vietnam War and the 12 other 
wars which he covered.

Downstairs, local 
storefronts and 
businesses have 
been recreated 
with amazing 
accuracy. Some 
of the business 
owners donated 
the tools of their 
trades, right 
down to the 
signs and pric-
ing sheets. 

“Dr. Bruno’s Dentistry” has an authentic chair and foot 
powered tooth drill. Other houses in the village are 
“Grandma’s Kitchen,” “Grandpa’s Farm,” and “Bain’s 
Barber Shop.” 

And the history keeps on coming.

“Every time I open a storage room, I find new things to 
put on display,” said Chris Ryan, who was recently hired 
as the new display coordinator. Ryan, a longtime history 
buff, is revamping some of the displays so that visitors 
can appreciate everything that the museum has to offer. 
 
The museum is also actively involved in providing educa-
tional opportunities for children. The “Adopt-an-Artifact” 
program allows participants to examine the artifact 
and research its history. A printed copy of the research 
becomes part of the permanent display, along with a 
picture of the child and artifact.

“The kids all have something favorite in history, they re-
ally get involved,” said Mistrik.

The Heritage Museum is open Wednesday’s and Sat-
urday’s 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. but will gladly open its doors 
for special visits by schools, scout groups and many 
other groups by appointment. The Allegheny-Kiski Valley 
Historical Society also holds a monthly “Flea-tique” every 
third Sunday from May through October to raise funds to 
keep the museum and all of its history alive.

AK Valley Heritage Museum Keeps History Close To Home
By Joshua Pilat

“Grandpa’s Farm” is part of the museum’s 
historic village. (Photo by Joshua Pilat)
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“Snake bite.”

“Snake bite?”

“Snake bite!”

This was the rather candid response when reduced to 
talking about something of the most basic: survival.  The 
conversation was between a motley crew of Philippine 
government officials, Philippine village elders and visiting 
American nationals affiliated with the international ser-
vice organization Rotary International.

The question being answered was that of the principal 
problem facing the average Pinoy (native Philippine per-
son).  The blunt response being “snake bite.”  No, they 
were not asking for St. Patrick to shoo the prevalent pleth-
ora of poisonous snakes out from their island nation, as 
the problem was not really the snakes.  The problem was 
the crippling diseases of polio.  Polio is an illness that at-
tacks the nerve system and has the capacity to turn the 
healthiest of athlete into a crawling, malformed shadow 
of their former self.

It was “snake bite” that was affecting an incredible amount 
of the population in the rural provinces of the Philippines 

because such a high number of people were affected with 
the debilitating disease of polio.  Reduced to a state of 
immobility, people were unable to run from danger.  Crawl-
ing from danger proved an inefficient means of escape so 
“snake bite,” became the greatest threat to human life.  
Where polio wreaked the physical into a shameful state of 
atrophy, “snake bite” finished the person off.

And there lies the problem.  In the developed world of the 
OECD (Organization of Economic Cooperation and De-
velopment), a rich country’s club inclusive of the United 
States, Western Europe and select others, polio was no 
longer a problem.  A cure was discovered, vaccines dis-
tributed and the wrenched diseases was eradicated well 
over 50 years ago.  Why was this aliment still affecting so 
many humans?

This is essentially a tale of the “haves” and the “have 
nots.”  To some this may be a dry, abstract, far removed 
question until the point when it becomes all too real and 
one observes from the first person point of view the com-
plications associated with “snake bite.”  This became the 
perfect opportunity for Rotary International to step in and 
become the catalyst of change.  It was there in the Philip-
pines that an international campaign to stamp out polio 
was started.

If being busy is the test, then Rotary International 
is in excellent health.  25 years ago, from the mani-
festation in the Philippines, the true outcome of this 
massive endeavor has begun to emerge.  Polio, once 
as widespread as the common cold, has been con-
tained within only a few pockets of the world, mainly 
in conflict zones, where chaos is endemic.  Where 
many thousands of cases were once reported annu-
ally, only a handful are officially counted today.  The 
coming years will be an especially trying time of true 
grit, much like the “cockroach conclusion.”  No mat-
ter how hard you try to eradicate the final 1% of the 
problem, it emerges somewhere else.

Through both success and adversity, Rotary will con-
tinue its quiet upward walk to a better tomorrow for 
some of the world’s most disenfranchised groups, 
however it needs fresh faces with different perspec-
tives to implement the callings.  The outcome of 

CamPus life
Rotary & Rotaract Dedicated To Service On A Global Scale
By Gabriel Gardiner

Rotary member Sudhir Gupta gives four year-old Sivi Sen the 
oral polio vaccine at the Moradabad Railway Station in Uttar Pradesh, 

India – a strategic location to reach transient populations that 
frequently travel between the states of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. 

(Photo by Allison Kwessel)



CamPus life
these ventures will define not just the character of Rotary 
International, but also its role in the world and sense of 
itself as an institution.

Rotary and its college equivalent Rotaract serve many 
purposes, many which are more tangible to the college 
coed.  Rotary/Rotaract is the largest provider of merit-
based scholarships.  This is an organization that sends 
more people to school than any other establishment on 
the face of this planet.  Rotary/Rotaract is the oldest 
service organization in existence, for it invented the con-
cept.  With an international following of over 1.2 million 
members and 34,000 clubs found in over 200 different 
countries, Rotary/Rotaract is the most international orga-
nization on earth.  McDonalds, Coca-Cola, or Exxon Mobil 
cannot even claim to be such a globally integrated outfit.  
Whether you find yourself in a foreign land, on the beach-
es of Brazil, the trading floor in Hong Kong or maybe clos-
er to home in a studio in Los Angeles, you will always have 
friends, a support group or a point of reference.  Rotary/
Rotaract combines local insight with an outsider’s per-
spective—though you may at some time in your life be an 
outsider, through affiliation, you will always be an insider.

The improvement of human lives is the passion of Rotary 
and Rotaract.  This initial step towards the eradication of 
polio is in many ways a case study on how to conduct a 
global campaign against an evil adversary.  Like anything 

in life, incremental progress levels the largest of moun-
tains.  Speak to any Rotarian who has personally worked 
in the hinterlands of Nicaragua, the tin roofed slums of 
Manila, Philippines, or on the contrary, within the board-
rooms of Manhattan or London and the first thing that 
strikes you is that of a remarkable capacity for being up-
beat.  Their absolute assurance that positive change is 
eminent comes from a total lack of self-doubt.

Conversely, they are not disillusioned, for Rotarians 
are well aware against having unrealistic expectations.  
Speaking to one Rotarian about her international service, 
she responds about a particular discipline gained through 
the coal faced fieldwork.  If you live and work and volun-
teer only domestically, you inherently measure yourself 
against local standards.  Once you have lived abroad, you 
are measured alongside the entire world— the horizon-ex-
panding powers of being abroad are powerful!  Let Rota-
ry/Rotaract be your vehicle for change, self-improvement, 
and worldwide advancement.  That, after all, is what the 
far-sighted Rotarians are doing.

This article is the first in a series about Rotary 
International and the college affiliate Rotaract, the latest 
club on Penn State New Kensington’s campus. The next 
discussion in the series will touch upon what Rotary and 
Rotaract is doing domestically, here in our back yard and 
on the campus of Penn State New Kensington.
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UPPER BURRELL, Pa. – A newly established Green 
Team at Penn State New Kensington is working to help 
the campus operate in a more efficient, innovative and 
healthy manner.

Green Teams are forming rapidly throughout the entire 
Penn State community in order to help the university 
become more environmentally friendly. There are 
currently 51 Green Teams at University Park and 11 at 
various commonwealth campuses such as Harrisburg, 
Beaver and, of course, New Kensington, according to 
Penn State’s Campus Sustainability Office.

Green Teams originated from Penn State’s Campus 
Sustainability Office who sponsors the Green Team’s 
efforts and provides the members with information and 
training, says Penn State’s Green Team website. The 
members are trained to work with co-workers to make a 
positive change at their campus.

The leader of the newly established Green Team at Penn 
State New Kensington is Ruth Herstek. Herstek began 
the creation of this Green Team by simply sending out an 
email to her co-workers asking if any of them would like to 
participate, she says. So far this team has 16 members. 

“Although I started the Green Team here at New Ken, I still 
rely on the expertise of other faculty members on campus,” 
Herstek explained, adding that there were in fact some 
efforts to recycle on campus which were implemented by 
Jason Bush before the creation of the Green Team.

Herstek recycles at home so she wanted to help with the 
campus’s sustainability and she, as well as other faculty 
members, wanted to join to be a little more “green.” They 
also hope to raise awareness on campus and to work on 
a few projects the team has in mind for the future of the 
campus, she says. 

The Green Team keeps in contact with each other through 
internet groups which every member belongs to where 
they share ideas and keep each other updated about new 
programs. The newest “green” program the team was 
introduced to involves Barnes & Noble, which collects 
old textbooks to send to third world countries as a way of 

recycling them. Herstek says, “This is a great way to save 
the environment for future students and for their future 
children.”

Philosophy Professor Donald Bruckner, who is also a 
member of the Green Team, said the program is “pretty 
new and in an organizational phase.” Right now, Bruckner 
says the team is “focused on identifying priorities.” 

The Green Team’s website provides two lists the team 
has come up with so far, one for short-term goals and 
one for long-term goals. The short term goals consist of 
ideas such as a carpooling board, notifying all employees 
of which bins are for recycling and which are not and 
reducing unnecessary printing. Other short term goals are 
simple adjustments such as turning out lights, shutting 
windows and turning off overhead projectors when leaving 
the classroom for the day.

The Green Team’s long-term goals are more complicated 
than the short term goals, says Herstek. These goals 
include establishing an official recycling area with larger, 
eye-catching bins, composting, creating a network of bike 
routes in New Kensington, Arnold and Lower Burrell and 
an organic community garden, as well as many other 
ideas.

“I think composting on campus would be pretty neat,” 
says Bruckner, who also has a compost pile at his own 
house. “Plenty of other colleges and universities do this 
with their food services. [They] have collection bins for 
things that can be composted and recycled into garden 
mulch and fertilizer.” 

He also thinks that instead of buying everything we serve 
in the cafeteria from some centralized supplier, such as 
food from California, that we are able to get comparable 
stuff right here for many months out of the year. Bruckner 
explained that buying locally wouldn’t use and waste 
petroleum materials to get the food across the country. 

The Green Team has been focusing on ideas for the 
campus but they plan to include the surrounding 
townships in their future plans. 

CamPus news
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By Jenna Herstek

PSNK’s Green Team Plans Environmentally Friendly Campus



CamPus life

By Jenna Swank

Do you love planning and organizing events? If so, the Campus Activities Board (CAB) is the perfect organization to 
be involved in! CAB is a student-run organization that plans and delivers some of the fun activities that take place 
here on campus. Being a member of CAB gives students the opportunity to put their organizational and planning 
skills to the test while meeting new people at the same time. Within the organization, committees are formed to take 
on specific events and members can be involved with as many activities as they like. The goal of CAB is to ensure 
that students have events to attend to fill their free time while they are on campus.

A few of the activities that CAB has held during this academic year include drive-in movies, comedians Lucas Bohn 
and Samuel Comroe, airbrush t-shirts and the Blue and White Ball.  For the drive-in movies, a screen is set up in the 
back parking lot and students sit and enjoy the movie and popcorn. When the campus plays host to comedians, Café 
780 is transformed into a comedy club complete with dim lights and candles.  When it comes to airbrush t-shirts, 
pretty much any design a student wants, they can get. CAB brought in very talented airbrush artists to make sure 
students got impressive t-shirts. The annual Blue and White Ball was the perfect time for students to get dressed up 
for a night of dinner and dancing with friends to round out the fall semester.

Upcoming Events:

Jabali Afrika: an African musical quartet
Wednesday, February 29

Theater, noon

Dr. Seuss Day: includes Dr. Seuss bingo
Friday, March 2
Café 780, noon

Fire and Rain: a poetry group
Wednesday, March 14

Café 780, noon

Open Mic Night: students get to show off their talents
Wednesday, March 14
Café 780, 7:00 p.m.

Speed Dancing Night: a dance instructor will teach three types of dances
Friday, March 23

Gymnasium, 6:00 p.m.

The Campus Activities Board is always open to new members, so if you are interested in joining, contact President 
Tansey Ochs at TLO5028@psu.edu or Student Life Coordinator Lauren Blum at LDB13@psu.edu.

Campus Activities Board: By Students For Students

wanT To see your arTiCle or CarToon in PrinT?

Know of a sTory we should Cover?

Email us at: nittanypridenews@gmail.com
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enTerTainmenT

Based on Jonathan Safran Foer’s bestselling novel and starring a 
blockbuster cast, “Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close” has been 
heavily hyped and nominated for two Academy Awards.  The film 
follows 11-year-old Oskar, played by newcomer Thomas Horn, on 
a quest through New York City to discover what the mysterious 
key his father left him unlocks.  His father, Thomas Schell (Tom 
Hanks), often created imaginative games and adventures to help 
his son learn to interact with the world, since Oskar most-likely 
suffers from some form of autism.

Moviegoers barely get to meet Thomas before he perishes in the 
World Trade Center on 9/11.  This is both the film’s crowning mo-
ment and one of its biggest hurdles.  The tie to 9/11 provides the 
audience with a deep, somewhat surreal connection.  Knowing 
Thomas’ destined fate while his son is innocently unaware makes 
for an extremely powerful scene that almost breaks your heart.  
The film’s brief use of the all-too-familiar news footage from that 
tragic day takes viewers right back to that moment and all the 
emotions that went along with it.  The accompanying audio of 
Thomas’ last calls are so realistic and visceral that it’s actually a 
hard scene to watch.

Though the movie has garnered some criticism, just as the book 
did, for its use of 9/11 as a way to garner money and hype, its 
real crime is not doing the use of that September day justice. The 
scenes set on 9/11 are tasteful enough while still packing that 
emotional wallop, but this pinnacle of the movie takes place only ten minutes in.  After that peak, the rest of the 
movie is a slow and winding letdown with the 9/11 angle feeling forced, as if it was merely tacked on for effect. 

The dialogue and characters themselves were too weak and heavily-laden for even the all-star cast of Hanks, Sandra 
Bullock and John Goodman to overcome, though it’s clear they did their best with subpar material.

Given Horn’s lack of any acting experience, he did a superb job of bringing young Oskar to life, but the character’s 
incessant voice-overs are so overused they seem to blend together to form one giant, two-hour long whine.

“Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close” seemed to be aiming for an artsy, independent feel, but it lacked the depth and 
emotion to pull it off.  It had its high points but, regrettably, never reached its full potential.

Bottom line: it’s certainly not the worst movie out right now, but by no means is it as good as the trailers made it out 
to be.  If you’re going to see it, lower your expectations now, or you can save yourself a couple hours and give “This 
Means War” or “The Vow” a chance instead.

Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close: Review
By Kelly Haugh
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enTerTainmenT

By Craig McNair

1972 was an amazing year for music which saw the 
release of many classic albums including The Allman 
Brothers’ “Eat A Peach,” Black Sabbath’s “Vol. 4,” David 
Bowie’s “The Rise And Fall Of Ziggy Stardust And The 
Spiders From Mars,” Deep Purple’s “Machine Head,” 
Elton John’s “Honky Chateau,” Yes’ “Fragile” and Neil 
Young’s “Harvest.”  

Arguably the highlight of that year was the collaboration of 
talent that was seen on The Rolling Stones 1972 American 
Tour also known as S.T.P. which stood for “Stones Touring 
Party.”  The Rolling Stones invited Stevie Wonder to open 
up for them on this legendary tour in support of their 
masterpiece album “Exile On Main Street.”  Stevie Wonder 
was hot off of the success from his two records released 
in 1972, “Music Of My Mind” and “Talking Book.” 

2012 marks not only the 40th anniversary of The Rolling 
Stones infamous 1972 American Tour and classic “Exile 
On Main Street” album but also the 50th anniversary of 
The Rolling Stones as a rock and roll band.  According to 
Rolling Stone magazine, The Rolling Stones are in talks of 
embarking on a 50th anniversary world tour.  

You can purchase the remastered “Exile On Main Street” 
super deluxe edition box set on The Rolling Stones website 
at www.rollingstones.com.  The box set includes the re-
released album on CD with a bonus disc of 10 previously 
unreleased tracks, a 64 page clothbound collector’s 
hardback book with photographs from the “Exile On 
Main Street” era, the original double vinyl album, a set 
of postcards and a DVD containing films from The Rolling 
Stones 1972 tour.  

Ladies & Gentlemen: The Rolling Stones

ediTorial CarToon
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Every four years America faces a new choice, and every 
four years the candidates seem to get worse.  It’s no 
longer about choosing the best man to lead our country.  
This election, it’s not even about picking the lesser of the 
evils.  We’ve been reduced to picking our poison, knowing 
every choice will make America sick in some way. 

Sadly, the best anyone can say about the four remaining 
presidential candidates is at least they’re not Obama.  If 
there’s only one bit of solace to be found in this sad sack 
of candidates it’s that it would be pretty hard for anyone 
except Joe Biden to do worse than our current president. 

So who will the people choose to go up against the epic 
fail that is Obama?  Let’s take a look at the so-called 
“best” the Republican Party has to offer.

First there’s the flip-flopping Mormon 
Mitt Romney, who graduated from 
the John Kerry school of taking 
both sides.  There’s not a damning 
Youtube clip of him saying he voted 
for the $87 billion before he voted 
against it but his lack of decisive 
beliefs and backbone have been 
well documented.  Then there’s 
his religion, which can be another 
huge stumbling block – just look at 

the heat John F. Kennedy got for being a Catholic.  Most 
Americans may not know much about Mormonism but 
they do know the big deviations that separate them from 
mainstream Christians.  Is America, and more specifically 
conservative Christians, really ready for “Sister Wives” in 
the White House?

Option two is Newt Gingrich, who 
lacks any basic morals.  The man not 
only cheated on his first two wives, he 
served his first wife, Jackie Battley, 
with divorce papers while she was 
battling uterine cancer in 1980.  He 
even admits to arguing about the 
terms of the divorce, which she was 
contesting, while she was in the 
hospital recovering from surgery.  If 

that doesn’t show a total lack of character, nothing does.  

Gingrich is the John Edwards of the Republican Party 
without the youth and charisma.  His long history of being 
slime should make his campaign promises and political 
resume irrelevant.  He’s a man without values who simply 
can’t – and shouldn’t – be trusted with the future and 
face of our nation.  Do you really want him representing 
your America?

The third surprising candidate 
is ex-Pennsylvania Senator Rick 
Santorum, who seemed to appear 
out of total obscurity.  He has 
experience in both the House and 
Senate but he’s been out of the 
political spotlight since he lost his 
Senate seat to Bob Casey in the 
2006 election.  Despite being a 
relatively unknown latecomer with 
far less money in his war chest, 
Santorum has had his share of 
explosions in popularity and has 
pulled out several unexpected wins, including a sweep of 
all three states that held caucuses and primaries Feb. 6. 

Santorum is a family man who left the campaign trail 
before the Florida primary to be with his ailing young 
daughter, so he easily beats Gingrich in the family values 
department.  He’s also a confirmed Christian courting – 
and officially receiving – the religious conservative vote.  
Compared to his rivals, Santorum is more of an unknown 
and his campaign hurdles are more economic than 
personal.  One of the biggest questions surrounding him 
is whether he has the right experience to lead America 
through these tough economic times, but his steady 
gains in the polls show there are many willing to take a 
chance on him.  In polling conducted Feb. 8-12 by the Pew 
Research Center, Santorum ranks in a virtual dead heat 
with Romney, gaining 30% of Republican and Republican-
leaning registered voters compared to Romney’s 28%, 
with the poll’s margin of error being plus or minus five 
percentage points. 

By Kelly Haugh

Dilemma 2012: Choosing The Best Of The Worst

Mitt Romney 
(wikimedia)

Newt Gingrich 
(Photo by Gage 

Skidmore)

Rick Santorum
(Photo by Gage 

Skidmore)
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Any other time, Santorum probably wouldn’t stand a 
chance, but in this election he’s the most mainstream 
of the candidates.  For those uncomfortable with Newt’s 
adultery and non-existant morals and Romney’s liberal 
leanings and “non-Christian” beliefs, Santorum may be 
the only viable choice.

Finally, there’s Ron Paul who no one 
takes seriously, thank God.  Does 
anyone really know or care what he 
stands for?  I think not.

It’s hard to believe these are the 
“best” the Grand Old Party has to 
offer.  It seems like anyone who would 
have made a good candidate was 
smart enough not to run.  Who would want the headache 
of the presidency when there are so many problems 
facing America and so much of the population has voiced 
their displeasure with the government?  Who wants the 
unenviable task of cleaning up Obama’s mess?

When the field of candidates is this depressing, it’s easy 
for people to get discouraged and tune all the politics out.  
The lack of a “good” candidate to support may make you 
want to opt for no choice at all by choosing not to exercise 
your right to vote, which is the absolute worst thing that 
could happen.

The minute Americans give up and just take whatever 
our politicians push on us, we lose our constitutionally 
guaranteed power to change things and surrender our 
ability to hold the government accountable.

We all will have to live with the choices we make, or don’t 
make, in April and November for the next four years, 
which is even more important given the current state of 
the country and the unrest around the world.  America 
can’t afford to be apathetic or roped in by some glittery 
gimmick.  As the last election and the ensuing downhill 
slide of Obama’s leadership failure have shown us, we 
can’t vote with the wool pulled over our eyes just because 
somebody puts on a good show.  

Every American needs to vote, but that vote also needs 
to be an informed one, even if the choices aren’t ideal.  
Otherwise we’re right back where we started, stuck in a 
muddy mess the government made.  Just ask yourself one 
question: Can America really survive another four years of 
incompetence?

Can you survive it?  

College students are some of the worst offenders when 
it comes to not bothering to vote and not being engaged 
in politics, but these choices and issues greatly affect us 
too.  Will you be able to find a job after graduation?  Will 
you be able to make enough money to live comfortably, 
or will you be forced to kill yourself working long hours 
for little pay?  What about health insurance, or student 
loans?

Will a president and government in Hollywood’s pocket 
push through draconian bills, like the recently tabled 
SOPA and PIPA, that will drastically censor the internet?  
Will he drag us or our tax dollars into someone else’s 
war, like Libya?  Will he bow to foreign pressure or protect 
American interests?  Maybe most importantly, will the 
next president restore America to greatness?

No matter which side you’re on these are all things that 
will in some way effect you, whether you vote or not.  With 
so much at stake, don’t you want to have a say in your 
future?

The choices may not be great, but any choice is better 
than no choice.  So pay attention, get informed and, most 
importantly, vote in the April 24 primary and November 6 
election.

Stay tuned to the Nittany Pride for more political coverage 
as the primary election nears.  We’ll be wading through 
the politics and breaking down the candidates and issues 
to help you make a more informed decision.

Ron Paul (Photo by 
Gage Skidmore)
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Following someone’s death is a legacy they built. Some 
legacies are easier to explain than others, but in some 
instances it is damn near impossible to put a finger on 
where to begin.

Joe Paterno’s legacy is one of those instances.

Paterno was revered in the world of sports as a grandfatherly 
figure whose success with honor motto wasn’t just talk. It 
was also the standard at Penn State for 46 years. Paterno 
walked 1.5 miles to work from his modest, middle class 
home and dressed in an unassuming, nerdy way that only 
a legendary football coach could pull off. From his thick, 
black-rimmed glasses to his tightly rolled pant legs that 
exposed lengthy white socks, he didn’t set fashion trends 
unless it was a Saturday in Happy Valley or Halloween. His 
old school style of football was old school relied on great 
defense, a good running game and game managers at 
quarterback. The nameless jerseys his players wore were 
as uninteresting as the team’s style of football and the 
way he dressed.

But Paterno’s underwhelming appearance was eclipsed 
by an overwhelming presence. When Paterno spoke 
everyone in the room listened. Not because his voice 
had practically become a whisper, but because he meant 
what he said. While other college coaches were being 
questioned about their commitment to their football team, 
Paterno was asked if he ever intended to leave.

Every time he answered that he’d take it year to year, 
though everyone within earshot knew he meant he’d be 
back. For 45 years Penn State renewed Paterno’s contract 
for one more year until a sex abuse scandal caught the 
Penn State community off guard. Before the dust could 
settle, Paterno was fired.

Now, the Jerry Sandusky scandal has thrown a wrench 
into what should have been an easy legacy to write about.

With or without the Sandusky scandal, Paterno was 
an architect in every sense of the word. Paterno began 
creating his lengthy legacy with what he called the Grand 
Experiment, a belief that a successful Division I football 
program didn’t have to sacrifice in-class performance for 

on-field performance. Such a standard was ridiculed then.  
Paterno responded by winning 409 games and guiding 
80 percent of his football players to graduation in six or 
less years. He believed in the student in student-athlete. 
Through his consistent principles, he prepared his players 
for life more than he prepared them for Saturdays. 

Paterno’s architecture began with building men, but he 
didn’t stop there. 

Paterno also built a university. When he took over as  the 
head coach, Penn State was a respectable, middle-sized 
school, but Paterno put the university on the map – first 
for the football team’s success in the late 60sand early 
70s, and then for its academics. When Paterno took over 
Beaver Stadium’s capacity was 46,284. That number grew 
to 107,282 along with the team’s success, truly making 
it the house that Paterno built. Paterno also headed 
funding for an extension to the now 72-year old Pattee 
Library, and in 2000 the Paterno Library was completed 
and connected to the Pattee Library.

When Paterno first campaigned for a new library in 1983 
he told the Board of Trustees, “You can’t have a great 
university without a greatlibrary.”

Paterno also helped build the Hershey Medical Center, 
the Penn State All-Sports Museum and the Pasquerilla 
Spiritual Center. He even donated $100,000 back to the 
school less than one month after he was fired. Now, when 
a student steps into Penn State, they are standing inside 
the university that Paterno built.

The last bit of building Paterno did was with the students 
of Penn State. Paterno recruited more than just high 
school football players. He recruited each of us.  Paterno 
saw potential in the average student as much as he saw 
potential in his football players. And while we weren’t all 
one of his football players, we were all his students. 

But like any great architect, what Paterno built was prone 
to a disaster. Everything Paterno built took a blow when 
the Sandusky scandal hit the Penn State community.  
When dust finally settled, the architect had fallen. But 
what Paterno built is still standing and with it his legacy.

Joe Paterno’s Legacy Preserved In What He Built
By Shawn Annarelli
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The Penn State New Kensington softball team is great on the 
field, but the campus behind them seems to lack interest in 
what they are accomplishing.

For the past couple of seasons, the girls have been doing 
remarkable things on the field against their rivals, but the 
campus and faculty do not show much support behind the girls 
that they might need to make that final win count. The girls 
work hard in practice and show off during the games, but when 
there is no one to show off to, it becomes disappointing to the 
coaches and the players. The attendance at games is slim, if 
there is any at all. They also want to make sure that this season 
will be different, because they are expecting tremendous 
results.  The Nittany Lions are definitely willing to try harder 
this season to get some more fans out to the games, but they 
also want to make sure that their hard work is going to be able 
to be proven to the fans and their selves.

Coach Mike Marsili loves to show off how hard his girls work during the games, and seeing the bleachers empty is very 
disappointing to him and the softball team. He said that they only get parents and a few friends, but never enough 
to notice that anyone is cheering for them during the toughest games when they need that support. Marsili said that 
since the field is not on campus that it is difficult for students and friends to make it out to the games, which limits 
the amount of fans they get rather than the basketball and soccer playing areas being right on campus. Marsili also 
said believes that if the fans go to the games they will see what he sees in them, determination and motivation to win.

Athletic Director, Dave Murray, is also behind the campus being supportive of the softball team and wants everyone to 
get the opportunity to see the girls play. 

“I believe if the student body wanted a softball field on campus they should take ownership of getting it on campus 
and begin lobbying for facility money in order to build one,” Murray said. “I am very supportive of woman’s softball and 
I would love for us to have the field on campus so that we can build a softball friendly culture here.”  

Murray also said that there is five to ten times more fans at the soccer and basketball games, and he believes that is 
because the playing areas are right on campus and easily accessed. He controls most of the activities between all of 
the sports and balances all of the major concepts in them. One thing is for sure, he wants the bleachers filled during 
the 2012 Penn State New Kensington softball season.
            
Assistant coach Brian Eshbaugh is all about the girls’ softball team. He has coached for Penn State New Kensington 
since 2003 and said that the one thing he is concerned about is making sure that the team is appreciated like they 
deserve to be. Eshbaugh said when they made it to playoffs they had a couple followers, but never enough that they 
deserve to have. 

He agrees with Marsili that the field that they were told they are going to have needs to be on campus in order to have 
more fans and have the girls followed. Brian is excited for this season coming up, and he hopes that fans will come 
along with the new season approaching. (contd. pg 15)

Softball Team Aims For Winning Season & More Fans
By Sarah Kutchko

The 2011 PSNK Softball team.
Top (left to right):  Assistant Coach Brian Eshbaugh, 

Lauren Peace, Bridget Fisher, Amanda Dell, Amy 
Wengrzyn, Trisha Faith, Coach Mike Marsili. Bottom (left 
to right): Jenna Swank, Sarah Kutchko, Candis Downy, 

Sam Motchar, Katie Colbert. (Photo courtesy PSNK)



            
Starting pitcher and shortstop Bridget Fisher said it is a huge 
disappointment to work so hard to win, but feel as if there is 
no appreciation from fans. Having fans really, “pumps her up,” 
and she said that whenever there are fans she feels that the 
team does better. Fisher feels that the school and students 
really do not pay attention to them, and the team does not 
feel appreciated whenever they step onto the field. Fisher said 
without fans there seems no one to play for. 

“I would feel 100 percent better if we had more fans,” Fisher 
said. “They get me pumped up. We really need noticed. Why 
would all the other sports teams get attention, and we’re left 
with no support?” 

Dr. Kevin Snider is the chancellor at Penn State New Kensington, 
and he feels strongly about students and faculty showing 
support for every sports team. 

“Communicating with students has become an issue even on a 
small campus like ours, but we could do a much better job than 
we are of publicizing this sport,” Snider said. “Second, softball 
suffers because the field is not onor next to our campus.  I think 

this makes participation a little more challenging, and we are hoping to get enough funding to build one day, but that 
doesn’t help the now.” 

Snider also said that tailgating and having a cook-out before some of the games would also be a great way to try to 
get some more fans to follow the team. He also has ideas to have a shuttle bus that transfers fans to and from the 
games and prizes for the best school spirited dressed fan. Snider is really interested in trying to get more people to 
go to the games and to support Penn State athletics. 

“One of our biggest problems in athletics has been lack of personnel and venues to generate interest in teams by 
giving stats, creating interesting stories, and providing reporting on the games,” Snider said. “But, as we wait to get 
these resources, I think the best thing is the personal touch by the players.” 
            
The softball girls hope to generate new fans throughout their 2012 season and wish to prove their hard work is defi-
nitely worth watching. Fans are one of the key elements in having a winning season, because they give the team a 
boost whenever they need to believe they are worth making that final inning count. 

The girls pack their bags for spring training in March to start off their season and get their skills up to par. When they 
return they hope that they have a new generation of fans behind them at their home opener. 

The Penn State New Kensington website provides the softball team’s schedule and news about the team. They play 
at Wolf Pack Park in Lower Burrell during the spring season and would love to see some new faces in the bleachers.

wanT more niTTany Pride ConTenT?

Get the latest news on our website: nittanypride.wordpress.com
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The 2011 PSNK Softball team warms up before a game.
(Photo courtesy Bill Woodard)



By Shawn Annarelli

UPPER BURRELL, Pa. - Penn State New Kensington’s 
basketball season is winding down, and a losing record 
is imminent. 

The Lions, under first-year head coach Doug Schneider, 
took plenty of lumps en route to this point in the season, 
but a silver lining may be seen from a distance.

“With as many close games as we played, you could easily 
flip our record,” Schneider said. 

Still, the record isn’t solely how this season should be 
evaluated. New Kensington fielded a young team with only 
one senior, Justin Reed, and one junior, Abraham Stapac. 
Then, there was a litany of sophomores and freshmen 
filling out the team’s roster. 

“We’re a young team, and a lot of young guys got 
playing time that they might not have gotten elsewhere,” 
Schneider. “That’s good experience for us next season.”

Inexperience at the collegiate level of competition caused 
growing pains for the team.  

“Even more than inexperience, we needed to bond more 
as a team,” Schneider said. “We have enough talent to 
be competitive, but we have not learned to win as a team 
yet.”

The Lions’ talent began with Reed, who provided as much 
as, if not more, experience than the rest of the team 
combined. Reed will finish his career as the Lions’ all-
time leading scorer. He is the only player in the program’s 
history to play for four years and to score over 1,000 
points.

“Justin set the standard for others to follow,” Schneider 
said. “He showed a commitment to this program and has 
always played at a high level, and that’s what we want out 
of all of our players.”

Reed, with only a few games left to play, will leave 
the program to young core of players beginning with 
sophomore captain Daryl Harrington. Harrington was a 
captain last season as a freshman, so the Lions will have 
a leader going into the offseason.

“I’m looking for Daryl to take it a step further now,” 
Schneider said. “He’s really starting to understand what 
it means to be a leader. He’s a competitive player that 
wants to win now.”

Alongside Harrington are three freshmen with a lot of 
potential. They are LaMont Wright, Dillen Statler and 
Shaquille Hager. Wright was a highly touted point guard 
out of high school and is a candidate to be a team leader 
next season. He has also gone on a scoring spree late in 
the season with over 20 points in his last three games.

“When he scored earlier this season he was creating 
opportunities for himself,” Schneider said. “Now, he’s 
making good reads and decisions. He’s hitting about half 
of his shots now, and that’s because now he’s a threat to 
pass, too.”

Statler and Hager are the Lions’ two big men upfront. 
Statler, at 6’8”, could progress into one of the conference’s 
best big men.

“This offseason could be tremendous for Dillen,” 
Schneider said. “He could be the conference’s leading 
blocker for the next few years. He’s got a lot of upside, but 
we need to focus on his development.”

Hager also has a lot of potential due to his size and 
coachable attitude.

“Shaquille is an excellent rebounder when he’s agressive,” 
Schneider said. “He’s a super coachable kid that’s still 
prone to mistakes, but I know if I go to him with something 
to work on he’ll do his best to work on it.”

While the Lions are looking forward to having better 
fortunes next season, Schneider wants the young team 
to  focus on finishing strong and learning lessons from 
this season.

“Right now, we’re focusing on finishing the season right,” 
Schneider said. “Work ethic, team work and basketball IQ 
is what separates you at this level. This is a young team, 
and that’s what they’re learning. Hopefully, they take  
what they learn this year and apply it to next year.”

Lions Aim To Close Season With Strong Final Push
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PeT Corner
Pit Bull Terriers: Friend or Foe? 
By Allie Smith

Everyone has heard of Michael Vick, the football player who pleaded guilty in 
April 2007 for his involvement in an illegal dog fighting ring. Ever since news 
broke about Vick, pit bulls have been a hot topic in the news and everyone 
has something to say, sometimes good and sometimes bad. What is the truth 
about pit bulls? According to dogsbite.org, a website dedicated to reducing dog 
attacks, one of the most deadly breeds of dogs is pit bull terriers. Research 
from Animal People, an animal protection newspaper, shows that from 2005 
to 2011, pit bulls accounted for 215 of the total 466 recorded fatal attacks in 
America.

On the other hand, research must be backed up. The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention statistics come from counting newspaper reports of 
attacks claiming the attacking dogs were “pit bull-type” dogs. With claims 
come inaccuracies. If no DNA tests are performed, breed-specific legislation 
does not address the fact that a dog of any breed can become dangerous 
when bred or trained to be aggressive. According to pitbulls.org, a website on 
pit bull information, the CDC and American Veterinary Medical Association do 
not recommend discriminating based on breed. Pitbulls.org claims that, “the 
frenzy against Pit Bulls is nothing but blind fear fueled by the human need to 
find a scapegoat. There is not a single shred of proof that the American Pit Bull Terrier is a vicious, dangerous breed.”

The American Temperament Test Society, a non-profit breed testing organization, regularly performs an interesting 
test called a temperament test on popular breeds or dogs. The test simulates a casual walk through the park where 
everyday life situations are encountered. During the walk, the dog experiences auditory, visual, and tactile stimuli. 
Friendly, neutral, and threatening situations are encountered which test the dog’s ability to distinguish between non-
threatening situations and those that call for protective reactions. The dog fails the test if it shows strong avoidance, 
panic without recovery, and unprovoked aggression. In 2008, American pit bull terriers passed the test at a rate of 
85.3%. What is more interesting is that Collies and Golden Retrievers, dogs typically considered to be family friendly, 
tested at a rate of around 77%.

While it’s true that pit bull are not born vicious, they may be born dangerous. It’s in the genetics of a pit bull to bite, 
clamp, hold, and shake but there’s no question that environment can play a role in how a dog reacts to situations. 
According to the Pit Bull Rescue Central website, it is important to have pit bulls socialize with other dogs and animals 
to prevent attacks. When learning of pit bull attacks, one must consider how the dog was kept and treated. Often 
times, the owners of pit bulls are at fault for the way their dogs act due to poor treatment and even abuse.

Animal control officers across the country have told the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals that 
when they alert the media to a dog attack, news outlets respond that they have no interest in reporting on dog attacks 
unless they involve pit bulls. A trend of reporting dog attacks has recently emerged: most short-haired, stocky dogs are 
called pit bulls. When a dangerous dog’s breed is unknown, the media often assumes the dog involved is a pit bull. In 
the rush to publish news coverage, many dog attacks are reported to be by pit bulls but then are later corrected, but 
the damage is already done and forms an impression on the public.

Are pit bull terriers dangerous? Yes and no. The bottom line is that pit bulls are genetically able to fatally injure but they 
are not born vicious, they are often a product of their owner.

An American Pit Bull Terrier. (wikimedia)
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PeT Corner
Rats As Pets!
By Jennifer Phillips

While rats are commonly regarded as creepy or gross, 
they actually make wonderful pets. They are very docile, 
intelligent animals that are quiet and easy to care for. This 
makes them great pets for both adults and children.

The fancy, albino and hairless rats that are kept as pets 
today are domesticated from the Norway rat. During the 
18th and 19th century, rat catchers were responsible for 
capturing rats that would be used for food during famine, 
as well as live rats that would be kept for sport. The 
catchers began keeping certain captured rats that they 
thought were prettiest as their pets. Eventually, keeping 
rats became an organized hobby with the formation of the 
National Fancy Rat Society in 1976. Their popularity has 
continued to grow and today they can be found at nearly 
any pet store, as well as from shelters and breeders.

Many people are surprised by how much personality is 
packaged into such tiny creatures. They are very friendly, 
social animals that crave attention from humans. They 
are able to recognize individual people, and, much like 
a dog, a pet rat is excited to see you and will even come 
running to greet you! Many enjoy spending time snuggling 
with people and being petted. Sometimes, if a rat is 
particularly bonded with you, they will even groom you 
by licking and gently nibbling on you. This is their way of 
showing affection toward those that they consider part of 
their group.

Caring for pets rats is very easy, which is one reason why 
they make such excellent pets for children. They tend 
keep themselves very clean so, as long as their living 
space is kept clean also, they don’t tend to smell. Using a 
well ventilated wire cage will also avoid odors as well as 
prevent respiratory issues in the rats. There should also 
be enough room in the cage for separate food, sleeping 
and bathroom areas.  

Rats are, by nature, social animals that live in colonies, 
so they are much happier and healthier if they have at 
least one cage-mate of the same sex. Not only will they 
play together and keep each other company, they will help 
each other groom hard to reach areas and will often sleep 
close together or in a pile to share body heat when it’s 
cold. This companionship is a very important, yet often 
overlooked, requirement to maintain their well being.  

Rats will eat nearly anything offered, but maintaining a 
healthy diet plays an important role in their longevity. 
Like humans, rats are omnivores, requiring nutrients 
from both plant and animal sources. Although there 
are now foods formulated specifically for rats, the mix 
varieties are not recommended because they allow rats 
to eat only the pieces they like most rather than taking 
in a variety of nutrients. Lab Blocks are hard pellets of 
compressed grains and are the best way to ensure that 
your rat is eating a balanced diet. Not only do the Lab 
Blocks provide a healthy diet, they also promote healthy 
teeth. A rat’s teeth will continue to grow throughout its 
entire life, so they need to continuously wear their teeth 
down by chewing on wood, hard foods or grinding their 
teeth together, which is called bruxing. Without this tooth 
wear, the rat’s teeth will overgrow preventing them from 
eating, causing jaw problems and, ultimately, starvation.

There a variety of ways to provide entertainment and 
mental stimulation for rats. Wooden chew block are a 
great way to provide both entertainment and additional 
opportunities for maintaining teeth health. There are 
many small animal toys available that rats enjoy such as 
tubes, balls and running wheels. Rats also enjoy nesting 
so cardboard or wooden boxes can keep them busy for 
awhile and is yet another way to satisfy their chewing 
needs. Food-seeking games are another way to give rats 
something interesting to do. They are quite curious about 
new things, so it can be fun for the rat, as well as the 
owner, to try different things to see what the rat enjoys.

You can expect a pet rat to live to be around two to three 
years old. Like any animal, rats are prone to various 
ailments, especially as they get older. Some common 
problems are tumors, respiratory diseases, scabs and 
abscesses on the skin from scratches or bites and 
misaligned or broken teeth. The number of veterinarians 
that are experienced in rat care has been increasing due 
to their popularity as pets, so finding care is becoming 
easier.

People meeting pet rats for the first time may be somewhat 
apprehensive, but quickly discover how much fun they 
are! It’s hard to find many animals that are as easy to 
please and care for as rats that also bring so much joy 
and entertainment to your life.




