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LOWER BURRELL, Pa. - Second-year head basketball 
coach Doug Schneider wants more than just a good 
looking win and loss column for the New Kensington 
Lions.

Schneider wants to build a tradition of competitive 
basketball at New Kensington for years to come.

“I want guys to say man I accomplished something just 
by playing here,” Schneider said. “I want to change the 
program’s culture to make them feel something special 
is happening here.”

The work for the coach’s long-term goals began with 
last season’s 6-14 team, and this season could be a 
breakout year for the Lions.  This year’s team won its first 
two games against Pitt Titusville, 76-60, and Penn State 
Lehigh Valley, 125-55. The Lions followed their quick 
start losses against two Division III schools, Mt. Aloysius, 
131-72, and St. Vincent College, 70-46.

“I want to eventually have the title of a Division III program 
here,” Schneider said. “I thought we were closer to that 
level than we are. It showed me we have work to do.”

The Lions played at a disadvantage in each of their losses. 
The team did not have recent tape of Mt. Aloysius’s team, 
and they were outsized against St. Vincent.

“I’ll take responsibility for those games,” Schneider said. 
“We couldn’t get current tape of Mt. Aloysius, and they 
came out wanting to score 100 points, and we played 
right into their style. That’s on me.”

Schneider still sees his team as being much improved 
from last season.

“We are leaps and bound ahead of where we were last 
season,” Schneider said. “I had a young squad last year 
and one freshman had to be a captain. Now we have 
some leadership.”

The Lions are looking to senior captain Justin Reed and 
sophomore captain Daryl Harrington to lead the Lions. 
Reed has scored over 1,000 points in his four years on 
the team, and Harrington was Schneider’s freshman 
captain last season.

“Those two guys have to lead us,” Schneider said. 
“Harrington is the voice of our team, and Reed shows 
leadership on floor. Those two need to be our floor 
generals.”

Harrington and Reed are followed by a solid supporting 
cast. Freshmen Dillen Statler and Shaquille Hagar, 6’8’’ 
and 6’5’’ respectively, add much needed size and post 
play ability the team. Freshman LaMont Wright was 
among Pittsburgh most scouted guards last year.

“The sky is the limit for LaMont,” Schneider said. 

Rounding out the roster is sophomore Anthony Brown, 
who is a versatile and energetic player. Junior Abraham 
Strapac and sophomore guard Mike Poydence are 
shooting threats from three-point range. Strapac’s 
freshman brother Dom is injured, but will eventually add 
another scoring threat for the Lions. Lastly, freshman 
Victor Chaneyfield is a good ball handler.

The Lions small roster size rounds out at 10 players, but 
Schneider prefers this team that way.

“I like our roster and what each individual talent brings 
to our team,” Schneider said. “We have some legitimate 
players that can be successful if they play together.”

Talent and teamwork can only get the Lions so far. The 
Achilles heel for the team last year could easily derail this 
season’s team.

“Our biggest obstacle is academic success,” Schneider 
said. “Last year we started with 13 guys and lost five to 
poor academics and another to injury. With a team of ten 
we can’t lose anyone and expect to meet our goals.”

The Lions’ goals include reaching the playoffs.

“I have no doubt in my mind we will have successful 
program,” Schneider said. “This team could be the first 
to reach the playoffs in a few years if they learn from 
mistakes, adjust and play together.”

Lions Basketball Team Looks To Improve On 2-2 Start
By Shawn Annarelli
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SARVER, Pa. - Freeport Area 
Senior High School honored local 
veterans with a day of classroom 
discussions Nov. 10.

In its third year, Freeport’s annual 
Veterans Day festivities brought 
over 20 local veterans into the 
high school’s social studies and 
English classes to share their 
military experiences with 
students and answer questions.  
Almost every branch of service 
and era of the military was 
represented, from World War II to 
servicemen who’d just returned 
from Iraq and Afghanistan.

For many students, the frank discussion gives them an unprecedented glimpse into military life that reminds them 
just how much these brave men and women sacrifice and how much we, as a nation, owe them.  Many students 
used their free periods and study halls to drop in on other classes for the chance to hear more speakers, resulting in 
almost every class being standing room only.

Students were especially excited to see one of last year’s veterans return. World War II veteran and Freeport gradu-
ate Harry Crytzer, of Sarver, deeply impacted everyone fortunate enough to hear him speak, and several students 
could be heard sharing his story with their friends in the hallways.  

Crytzer, along with six other Freeport football players, decided to enlist in the Navy Air Corps in 1944 after the last 
high school football game of the season.  He was only a 17-year-old junior who’d never been away from home before, 
and he recalled having to beg his mother to sign the form permitting him to enlist. He spent the war in the South 
Pacific, flying a 3-man fighter bomber off an aircraft carrier before being shipped to Guam where he travelled from 
island to island to do whatever needed done.

“It was a rewarding experience,” Crytzer said. “It was a knowledgeable, learning experience for a 17 and 18-year-old 
kid.”

“I’m proud to have served this country.  I’m proud that, in my opinion, this country saved the world,” Crytzer said, 
adding that “serving this country is a very honorable thing…It’s a great thing to do with your life.”

Crytzer’s pride in America and his fellow servicemen was evident in his voice as he spoke and referenced the 
different historical images throughout the social studies classroom, even getting choked up over a photo of his 
commander-in-chief, President Franklin D. Roosevelt.  

Freeport Students Honor Veterans
By Kelly Haugh

Veterans and their student escorts pose for a picture at the end of Freeport 
High School’s Veterans Day event. (Photo courtesy Freeport High School)
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“I can’t say enough about the goodness of this country,” Crytzer said.  “That war was a war different than the types 
of wars we have today.  This country was attacked.  This country was on its knees.  That man [President Roosevelt] 
saved not only this country, he saved the world.”

The history lesson Crytzer was teaching kept every student enthralled in a way no textbook or documentary could.  
He brought history to life and was able to relate it to the students’ own lives.  Crytzer told students of the utter des-
peration of the Great Depression, saying it was 20 times worse than the recession we’ve been struggling through.  
“You’re very fortunate to have the good things in life,” he told them. 

One student in the audience asked what Crytzer feels, as a veteran, when he sees the American flag or hears the 
national anthem.  “I feel total comfort within my body when the national anthem is played,” Crytzer responded. “I feel 
so proud, not only that I served but just what a great country it is. I go to the [Freeport] basketball games.  One of the 
things that almost brings tears to my eyes is when Jamie Phillips sings the national anthem.”

One of the reasons Crytzer’s story connected so easily with students was that he returned to Freeport to finish his 
education and receive his high school diploma, something he’s extremely proud of. During last year’s classroom dis-
cussion, he boasted that “when I bleed, I bleed blue and gold [Freeport’s colors],” a sentiment which resonated with 
many of the students.  But it was his response to a question this year seemed to strike a chord with the students 
unlike any other.  When one student asked what it was like to come home after serving overseas for so long, Crytzer 
managed to choke several members of the audience up with his unexpected response.

Crytzer described what he called, “The greatest sight I ever saw in my life,” with his voice still full of wonderment all 
these years later. It took 23 hours on several planes for him to get from California to Pittsburgh. Afterwards, he ex-
plained, “I got a taxi from Pittsburgh to Freeport.  It was on Friday night.  Coming down the hill into Freeport, they had 
newly installed lights.  There was a football game, and that’s the greatest sight I saw, that I could ever see. [It was] a 
great homecoming.”

He left students with one final message, “Keep studying.  Keep working.”  It was a lesson that seemed to carry more 
weight coming from him, just as his history lessons left more of an impression on students than anything they’d 
studied in school.

According to former principal Robert Schleiden, an Air Force veteran who’d joined with a group of students to start 
Freeport’s Veterans Day tradition and who attended this year’s event as a veteran speaker after his retirement last 
spring, putting a face and a voice on our nation’s history and our veterans’ sacrifices were the whole point of bring-
ing veterans into the classrooms. “We thought that personal interaction between the veteran and the student, where 
the student could freely ask questions and get to actually see the expression and feel the emotion of the veteran 
was real important,” he explained.

Sgt. Meyers, an Army veteran of 8 years who has served in Iraq and Afghanistan, said that the classroom discus-
sions also provide a welcomed chance for soldiers and veterans to educate the public on what the military is really 
like. “The Army isn’t what people think it is,” he explained, adding that he enjoyed the chance to talk to students and 
answer any questions or misconceptions they might have.

All those involved consider Freeport’s Veterans Day event a huge success, and both the students and veterans are 
already looking forward to next year.
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There are many students at the Penn State New Kensington campus that have served the country in one way or 
another.  I had the pleasure of meeting Richard Hofscher, an Army veteran, in Dr. Wood’s speech class.  

Hofscher served in the U.S. Army from August 2005 to November 2008 as a Cavalry Scout in the 82nd Airborne Division 
and by the time he was honorably discharged he had obtained the rank of Sergeant.  While enlisted he received the 
Afghanistan Campaign Medal, Army Commendation Medal, Parachutist Wings and a Combat Action Badge.  He was 
stationed all over the world including Ft. Bragg, North Carolina and Eastern Afghanistan during deployment.  

When asked what made him decide to join the military, Hofscher said, “I did not want to go to college immediately 
after high school.  I was tired of seeing fathers with families go over and get hurt or killed. I was a healthy 18 year old 
and felt I should do my part.  My father and grandfather were also in the army.”  His father served in Vietnam and his 
Grandfather in World War II.    

Hofscher said his most memorable experiences while serving “revolve around all of my friends and the times we had 
together.  We helped each other out in hard times overseas and here in the States.”

On behalf of the Penn State community and all of my fellow Americans living in freedom throughout the country, we 
thank you for all of your heroic actions.  If you see Richard in the hallway at school be sure to tell him he’s a hero.  

oP-ed: CaMPUs life
Profiles In Courage: Richard Hofscher
By Craig McNair

PSNK May Get Housing
By Craig McNair

There has been talk about the possibility that Penn State 
New Kensington may receive more housing options in the 
future.  There was a focus group organized in order to gain 
insight into both the opinions of those students living on 
campus and those who commute.  The biggest question is 
will housing bring more students to the university?

I had the pleasure of being invited to take part in the focus 
group designated for those who commute.  The majority of 
the group felt that if Penn State New Kensington were able 
to offer more housing options that we would see an increase 
in enrollment.  I personally feel that if those looking into 
Penn State University saw that New Kensington provided 
more than one housing option they would be more willing 
to attend the branch campus.  

When asked about housing, Andrea Conlon, a 
communications student at PSNK said, “I would like some 
more housing on campus.  I like the campus small but I think 
some could bring in possible students that wouldn’t have 
had a chance to go here.  I think overall it would be a good 
idea as long as we don’t overdo it and we still have our small 
community on campus.”  

When asked about the possible disadvantages, Conlon 
stated, “classes become cluttered because of too many 
people in a classroom.  A perk of Penn State New Kensington 
is that we are able to go to classes with smaller amounts of 
students.” 

Sara Colaianne, a communications student at PSNK said, 
“I think it would be to our advantage because it would let 
students get the away from home campus feeling instead of 
just commuting.  It would also give more students a chance 
to come to our campus that might not live near here.”  

Colaianne stated the disadvantage of more housing would 
be, “too many students and overcrowding in classrooms.  
The benefit of Penn State New Ken is it’s small classrooms, 
small amount of students and more one on one time with 
teachers and students.”  

Only time will tell what the plans are regarding the housing 
situation at Penn State New Kensington.  
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NEW KENSINGTON, Pa. - The reason the weather has 
been getting progressively worse over the years could be 
ourselves says a Climate Educator in a presentation at 
Penn State New Kensington on Nov. 16.

Rajesh Vadlamudi, a sophomore business student of 
Penn State New Kensington, with the help of Dr. “A” 
Mandhachitara, a professor of business also from Penn 
State New Kensington, invited George Hoguet, a climate 
educator, to talk about the “climate crisis” that has been 
affecting our planet for years.  

Hoguet stood in front of a classroom full of biology and 
marketing students ready to delve into the conjecture-
ridden topic of climate change, hoping to enlighten them 
about the believed causes and consequences of the 
Earth’s changing climate. He began his presentation 
speaking of the apocalyptic emergencies many have 
witnessed all over the world. 

“All over the earth, people are seeing floods, droughts, 
and massive wildfires…the ice is melting in the artic, des-
erts are growing, and species are becoming extinct, yet 
we continue to consume our resources,” said Hoguet. 

The “climate crisis,” as Hoguet calls it, is a relatively 
recent phenomenon that continues to affect our planet 
despite the numerous programs, such as the green 
movement, designed specifically to reverse the damage 
that has been, and continues to be, dealt. 

However, it appears that these programs are either not 
working as well as expected or not working at all.  Hoguet 
points out that ever since the marketplace began to 
decline in 2007, green initiatives have taken a back seat 
to economical concerns, meanwhile our ecosystem is 
spinning off its axis.  

In fact, the economy itself might even be threatened by 
the climate, as Hoguet more-or-less illustrates with a 
picture of a manufacturing plant whose hundreds of ve-
hicles are three-fourths under water and racking up very 
large sums of money in damages.  

“Oh my,” exclaimed a young woman in the front row as a 
picture of at least 6 consecutive mudslides overcoming 
a community appeared on the board.  Similar responses 
emanated from the crowd as another picture appeared 
showing cars and even houses being swept down a 
street by what appeared to be rapids.  The fact of the 
matter is that many hear about global warming and the 
changing climate, but few realize that it isn’t just a little 
melted ice.  

Matt Fuller, a student sitting in the back, muttered, “Well 
aren’t all these hybrids supposed to be helping?”  

Hoguet soon brought up the fact that technologies such 
as hybrid vehicles help matters.  However, they usually 
cost more to produce and, as a result, many are not buy-
ing into them.  For hybrids to really make a difference, 
a lot more would have to replace the fossil fuel burning 
alternatives.
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Climate Still In Peril
By Michael Bordick



GREENSBURG, Pa. - The Southwest Pennsylvania TEA 
Party hosted political figure Herman Cain as a speaker 
during a TEA Party in April 2011, now Cain is facing serious 
allegations for sexual harassment. 

The first local TEA Party event was held on July 4, 2009, 
and by 2011, TEA Party organizers said that it had grown 
so much that they were able to secure up and coming 
political figure Herman Cain to speak at an April event in 
Greensburg, PA. 

Michele Slatt, one of Southwest Pennsylvania TEA Party’s 
organizers, said that she doesn’t believe the sexual 
harassment allegations against Cain are true. 

“I believe that it is a smear campaign against Mr. Cain,” 
Slatt said. “The media didn’t really care about Mr. Cain 
until he became a front runner in the polls and I feel as if 
the Democrats cannot have a conservative black man run 
against Obama so they spread lies.”

When asked if she would want Cain to speak at another 
TEA Party, fellow organizer Melinda Donnelly replied, 
“Absolutely!” 

Liberal Shadra Bruce, who helped to create the blog 
ethicalrevolutionist.com, has a different opinion on Cain’s 
recent allegations and the TEA Party movement itself.

“I believe there is merit to the allegations against Cain and 
I do not believe these women would go out of their way 
to make such allegations if there were not some hint of 
truth to them,” Bruce said in an e-mail response. “I do not 
believe a candidate’s private sexual life is necessarily an 
indication of his ability to lead, but I do believe a general 
disrespect for women is a dangerous quality in a leader 
who would be expected to protect and serve a population 
of whom the majority are female.”

“I believe the TEA Party movement is an insidious and 
dangerous shift in the conservative dialogue that gives 
voice to the least civilized thoughts and beliefs of the 
extreme right,” Bruce explained. “The TEA Party is at best, 
misguided; at worst, a cult-like operation hell-bent on 
destroying America.”

TEA Party organizers, of course, have a different opinion.

“The TEA Party is every day, hard working individuals 
that believe in smaller government, less spending, an 
individual responsibility and adhering to the constitution.” 
Donnelly said. “The more people learn that the TEA Party 
supports those principles, the more it gains momentum.”

But hosting a TEA Party isn’t as easy as it looks, according 
to Slatt. 

“We have to find a venue, book speakers, advertise, get 
insurance, have a plan for traffic flow, advertise, plan 
public safety, and solicit donations,” said Slatt.

Donnelly said that the TEA Party raises money by 
collecting donations on the day of the event as well as 
selling merchandise and accepting private donations 
from individuals and small businesses. 

“We sell merchandise during the event to help offset 
the many costs,” Donnelly explained. “We sell items like 
t-shirts, hats, books, and bumper stickers and all funds 
raised go towards covering the cost of the TEA Party.”

To choose speakers for a TEA Party, Slatt and Donnelly 
said they collaborate with the goal of finding someone 
with values that match the TEA Party’s goal. 

“The goal of the Southwest Pennsylvania TEA Party is 
education,” Slatt said. “We try to get speakers that are 
relevant to the events happening at the time of the event 
and ones who will attract a nice size crowd.” 

“Our speakers are individuals that we have either heard or 
heard of,” Donnelly explained. “Many of our speakers are 
leaders of conservative groups, for example, Eagle Forum, 
Pennsylvania Gun Owners, American Family Association, 
and people that have talk radio shows like Jeff Kuhner 
and Rose Tennet.” 

Donnelly said that the Southwest Pennsylvania TEA Party 
continues to see growth, and she believes the momentum 
is so strong that if things don’t change in 2012, there may 
actually be a third party started.

CoMMUniTy
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PA TEA Party Stands Behind Cain
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The House of Representatives voted 396-9 to reaffirm “In God We Trust” as our national motto on November 1 and 
encouraged that it be publicly displayed on all public buildings, schools and other government agencies. 

President Obama, most likely bitter over the Republican stymieing of his Jobs Bill in the Senate not once but twice 
in October, called out Speaker of the House John Boehner for the vote by saying, “In the House of Representatives, 
what have you guys been doing, John?...You’ve had legislation reaffirming that ‘In God We Trust’ is our motto. That’s 
not putting people back to work.” 

Obama may think this gesture was a waste of time but many believe it’s a welcomed and necessary gesture in an 
age when the basic principles this country was founded on are often forgotten or fall under attack.

Too often in America, political correctness run amok forces us to compromise our values to kowtow to a vocal minor-
ity who think their feelings and beliefs should matter more than those of the majority.  Sadly, the courts seem to feel 
the same way and the majority of Americans are forced to suffer so a small group won’t have to. It’s beyond ridicu-
lous that our rights and beliefs aren’t given the same consideration just because there are more of us.

Over the past several decades, atheists have tried and often succeeded in stamping out public mentions of God and 
prayer.  A cross put up by World War I veterans in 1934 to honor their fallen brothers was the subject of a conten-
tious legal battle last year because it resided on federally-owned land in the Mojave National Preserve. When the 
courts ruled it could remain there for the time being, the cross was stolen in the middle of the night and supporters 
were banned from erecting a replica, allowing the criminals to beat the veterans.  

Historic monuments of things like the Ten Commandments have been ordered removed from courthouses and other 
government buildings.  In Dover, Pennsylvania, the mere mention of the Intelligent Design Theory as an alternative 
theory to evolution in a public high school science class was ruled unconstitutional. Even today, a Rhode Island high 
school student is fighting to remove a mural in the auditorium that was created by Cranston High School West’s 
first graduating class, the Class of 1963, because the mural includes a student-created prayer that begins with the 
words, “Our Heavenly Father,” which she claims offends her atheist “beliefs.”

One history textbook used in a Texas high school even eliminated the words “by their Creator” from the part of the 
Constitution that says all men “are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights,” replacing this “offend-
ing” phrase with ellipses. When the very words this country was founded on are reduced to “…,” reaffirming our na-
tions’ belief in God, or in a “Creator,” is a welcomed reassurance for the often silent majority and shows the common 
sense that is so often lacking from politics.

“In God We Trust” Still National Motto, Thank God
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There are many films that are considered to be the greatest Christmas movie of all time.  The old school would say 
“It’s A Wonderful Life” or “Miracle On 34th Street”, while the new school could possibly argue “A Christmas Story” or 
“Christmas Vacation”.  I on the other hand believe that no holiday film represents our generation better than “Home 
Alone”.

The story of Kevin McCallister and the family that deserted him stole our hearts over 20 years ago when it was first 
released in 1990.  The timeless lesson to be careful what you wish for that’s found in “Home Alone” is as relevant 
today as it ever was.  

The film stars Macaulay Culkin as Kevin McCallister, Joe Pesci as Harry and Daniel Stern as Marv.  “Home Alone” was 
a blockbuster due to its warm writing and superb soundtrack.  The slapstick screenplay was written by John Hughes 
who is famous for 80’s brat pack films like “The Breakfast Club”, “Weird Science” and “Ferris Bueller’s Day Off”.  The 
film’s sweeping score was composed by John Williams who is also known for “Jaws”, “Star Wars”, and “Raiders of the 
Lost Ark”.  

“Home Alone” is in the Guinness Book of World Records for highest grossing comedy film of all time with a grand total 
of $285,761,243.  The successful film spawned three sequels that include 1992’s “Home Alone 2: Lost in New York”, 
1997’s “Home Alone 3” and 2002‘s direct to video “Home Alone 4: Taking Back the House”.  

You can rattle off “this is my house I have to defend it,” “keep the change, ya filthy animal,” or “Buzz! Your girlfriend! 
Woof!” and anybody over the age of 20 will know exactly what you are talking about.  Relive your childhood this 
Christmas break and watch “Home Alone” for old time’s sake.  

Home For The Holidays
By Craig McNair
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By Shawn Annarelli

Only the return of one hockey player could spark a frenzied standing ovation in Pittsburgh over simply stepping on the 
ice.

Well, two players can do that now. 

Mario Lemieux did it first on Dec. 27, 2000 after coming out of retirement to become hockey’s only ever owner-player, 
and Sidney Crosby did it nearly 11 years later on Nov. 21, 2011. Crosby’s return stemmed from a nearly 11-month 
hiatus between games as the face of the Penguins and the NHL came back from a severe, lingering concussion.

Upon returning Crosby matched Lemieux’s magical comeback in remarkably similar fashion. Lemieux’s first point back 
came 33 seconds into a game against the Toronto Maple Leafs on an assist to Jaromir Jagr. Crosby nearly fed a score 
to Kunitz whose shot rang off of the crossbar 28 seconds into the game. Crosby would have to wait for his first point 
for 15 more minutes when he split the Islanders’ defense for a backhanded goal.

 At the end of each night the two players tallied multiple point nights. Lemieux finished his game with one goal and 
a pair of assists, and Crosby topped his predecessor with two of each for a four-point effort in only 16 minutes in 21 
shifts. Lemieux similarly had 20 minutes of ice time in 23 shifts. Most astonishing of all is that the Penguins won each 
game 5-0.

The two players also answered a number of questions in their returns. Can he still skate? Can he still shoot? Can he 
still take a hit? Yes. Yes. And yes.

Lemieux played in 43 games in the 2000-2001 regular season and had a scoring percentage of 20.5 percent and 
recorded 1.77 points per game. In just four games back Crosby looks to be at the top of his game. Crosby’s shooting 
percentage is 13.3 percent, and he is scoring 2.25 points per game.

The parallels between their returns end there. Lemieux returned to a team hovering just over .500, while Crosby 
returned to a team leading the league in points. Essentially, Lemieux returned to a slice of mediocrity, Crosby came 
back to a team that looked good without him.

Luckily, they look great with him and have won three of four games with Crosby back. He has had a hand in 60 percent 
of the 15 goals the Penguins have scored in the last four games.

Now, Crosby will have to live up to Lemieux’s encore. The Penguins retired owner led the 2000-2001 Penguins to the 
Eastern Conference Finals where the team lost a best of seven series in five games to the New Jersey Devils. Crosby 
has not led the Penguins beyond the Eastern Conference Semifinals since 2009 when the Penguins won the Stanley 
Cup. Of course, he gets a pass for last season as he was out indefinitely.

Unlike Lemieux’s comeback campaign 11 years ago, anything less than a Stanley Cup appearance for Crosby’s 
Penguins will be a disappointment.

Crosby’s Comeback Mirrors Lemieux’s Magical Return 
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Paterno’s Legacy Solidified By Battling Temperament
By Shawn Annarelli

Joe Paterno fought until the end.

That’s just who he is, an 84-year old fighter. Watch anyone of Joe Paterno’s press conferences over the last 46 years, 
and there is one constant. He brought his boxing gloves wherever he went and was ready to denounce any challenger 
or naysayer in his path.

Paterno has had plenty of naysayers confront him. Some doubted his team could win each next game, and others said 
he should be fired or retire from coaching the Nittany Lions football team. Those naysayers were concerned with wins 
and losses. 

They had a point between 2000 and 2004. The football program went a combined 26-33 and lost its only bowl game, 
the Capital One Bowl, 13-9 to Auburn. Age, they said, had caught up to the longtime coach. 

Then, in 2005, the dormant Nittany Lions rose to glory as quickly as they had fallen. Penn State went 11-1 and 
defeated Florida State 26-23 in the Orange Bowl. The team’s only loss that season came at the hands of Michigan on 
the final play of a regular season game in Ann Arbor.

Paterno was an inch from top of the college football mountain as his team finished the season ranked third nationally. 
They haven’t had a losing season since.

Still, the teams most recent successes under Paterno pale in comparison to their past triumphs. Between 1993 and 
1999 Paterno built seven consecutive teams that won at least nine games, and the program went 6-1 in bowl games. 
The 1994 team went undefeated and finished the season ranked second nationally. Somehow Penn State didn’t get 
to play for the National Championship despite being ranked number one or two for the last six weeks of the season.

Think Paterno was upset that his team got gypped? 

You have no idea.

He is same man who was upset that he couldn’t defend the 1986 National Championship after Penn State defeated 
Miami 14-10 to cap off an undefeated 12-0 season. Paterno was so competitive that, in his perfect world, his Nittany 
Lions would have played at least one more game against one more challenger to further legitimize his team’s title. 
Paterno led the Nittany Lions to another National Championship in 1982 and coached the team to five undefeated 
seasons in 46 years.

Paterno fought for those 46 long years as Penn State’s head coach, and his teams won 409 games. 37 of those teams 
played in bowl games, and 24 won, each a record. 

All the while Paterno donned his trademark black, thick sunglasses, and one pair sold for $9,000 at an auction in 
2010. Instead of rolling up his sleeves for every long day of work he neatly folded up his khaki leg pants high enough to 
see the tops of his sparkling white socks each day. Paterno coached 78 All-Americans and 47 Academic All-Americans, 
15 of which played in the last five years. The graduation rate of his players was consistently among the best in the 
nation for every year he headed the football program. 

That was no coincidence.
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Paterno demanded academic excellence from his players. Athletic and academic excellence became synonymous with 
Penn State football under Paterno’s watch for an entire half century. 

He didn’t just preach excellence on the field and in the classroom. He also actively afforded others opportunities, too. 
Paterno and his wife Sue donated so much money back to Penn State that the University named its library Pattee 
– Paterno Library. The funding for the Paterno Library, an extension of the Pattee Library, began in 1983 in light of 
Paterno’s first National Championship. The then-Board of Trustees honored Paterno for his team’s success, and he 
took the opportunity to challenge the school to build another library in a planned speech. 17 years later in 2000 
Paterno’s vision for a bigger and better haven for students became a reality.

For the better part of Paterno’s 46 years as head coach, Happy Valley could not have been happier.

But now controversy surrounds Paterno’s legacy. The most recent chapter in Paterno’s life is engulfed in debate over 
what he knew about Jerry Sandusky and allegations against Sandusky for sexual abuse against boys between 1994 
and 2009. Right or not, Paterno was fired by Penn State’s Board of Trustees 11 hours after Paterno announced he 
would resign and retire after the season’s conclusion. It was the last desperate swing Paterno would take to attempt 
to secure his duties as head coach for three more regular season games and one last bowl game.

Included in that impending resignation statement was Paterno’s admission that he wished he had done more.

But Paterno has done a lot, surely more than enough for the University, students and alumni. He’s done so much 
for Penn State University that it’s surprising no one ever seriously considered renaming the school Paterno State 
University.

Yet the fact remains that Paterno himself felt he should have done more, but not for the university. He wishes he’d 
done more for potential sexual abuse victims.

Like it or not, that is Paterno’s last chapter in his storied legacy.

He still has one more chapter in his life that won’t effect his legacy. He has to fight a treatable form of lung cancer, so 
he’ll wear his black rimmed glasses and rolled up pant legs one more time. This time the gloves are off. 

And like the stubborn, immovable man Paterno has always been, he will trudge on in retirement and battle his last 
challenge.
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A Rock Hopping Place to Be

APOLLO, Pa. – Local resident Brad Klingensmith, 28, plans to reopen what used to be the diminishing Mosey Inn in 
Apollo and call it Rockhopper’s.

If you are looking for a place where you can have a few drinks after work or simply take the family for an evening 
dinner, Rockhopper’s is the place to be. “Rockhopper’s will not be like home, it will be better than home,” Klingensmith 
said. He plans to create a people-friendly environment to keep customers coming back for more. He will proceed to 
accompany his customers with mouthwatering food, excellent service, daily specials, and drinks for all ages.

Klingensmith realizes that two questions arise on a daily basis: Where do you want to eat today, and what do you 
want to eat today? He would like the only answer to be Rockhopper’s, in Apollo. To accomplish this he plans to set an 
unforgettable atmosphere inside and out of his restaurant.

According to Klingensmith, “Walking by my restaurant will prohibit you from taking another step further. Even if you are 
not hungry, you will be.”

He believes that it can be as simple as the smell that will lure you in desiring a sit down dinner. Klingensmith realizes 
that once the customers are in he plans to give them exactly what they expect, to get their money’s worth.

He is well aware of the fact that eye-catching advertising, proper location and offering more than what the locals do will 
leave his business “booming.” Not only does he plan to take things one day at a time, he plans to take it one customer 
at a time. He acknowledged the fact that it only takes treating one customer graciously and that could lead to them 
bringing five or more people back next visit.

When asked about the awareness of our tough economic times and opening a business, Klingensmith said, “Opening 
a business is risky at all times. I mean you put all you got into making sure you get up and running. I’m not just talking 
about just money either, but time and energy.” He plans to start by expanding off his own experience and letting his 
talents take him down a righteous, successful path.

Just like our economy and life in general, Klingensmith is well aware that business will be up and down. After being 
informed of the market for his business in the downtown area, he is approaching the outcome with no fear. He said, 
“The only thing that can keep me from reaching my dream is me.”

No matter the inconveniences and setbacks, he is prepared to take things one day at a time. “The sky is not the limit,” 
Klingensmith explained. “I plan to push my business way past that.”

Usually when someone has a plan like his, they like to visualize the “big picture.” Klingensmith seems to have already 
painted his “big picture” and nailed it to the wall. When I asked him how he portrays the future of his business, he 
claimed, “I see the future of my business as a hardworking, long adventure to success. I truly wouldn’t want it any other 
way as well.”

By Jake Baird
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NEW KENSINGTON, Pa. – Radio talk show host speaks about the constitution and his insights on how to be successful 
at Penn State New Kensington.
 
Glen Meakem earned a bachelor’s degree at Harvard University, as well as a master’s degree at Harvard Business 
School in business administration. In addition, Meakem  earned an honorary Ph.D. in business administration from 
Robert Morris University. Meakem is a radio talk show host, entrepreneur, and venture capitalist.  He cofounded 
Freemarkets Inc. as well as Meakem Becker Venture Capital. In 2008, Meakem started the “Glen Meakem Program,” 
broadcasted on 104.7 FM as a way to discuss how to make Pittsburgh and Pennsylvania strong, growing foundations.  
 
Meakem made his first appearance at the New Kensington campus in 2009. He came back to speak to local Plum 
High school students, Penn State New Kensington students, and to members of the community at an open forum. 
Meakem presented his views on the constitution, economy, and ways to lead a successful life. 
 
“I am very confident in the United States of America. I think we will turn this around. I am confident that we will turn 
the economy around. I am confident that the majority of Americans will see the light and give us a more conservative 
government including a better president” as stated by the opinionated conservative, Meakem shares this insight on 
how our economy will be improved in time and with the help of the people of the United States. 
 
“The average graduate takes six years and I think only half graduate. The half that graduate on average take six years,” 
as Meakem states as the biggest issues concerning college students.“If you want to survive in a competitive global 
economy, you gotta go to college and actually apply your self and work. You don’t need to be Albert Einstein. You just 
need to go to college and work hard. Have a great attitude and then guess what will happen, if you work hard and have 
a great attitude and achieve something and get some good grades, there are all types of employers that will want you 
because there is a shortage.”
 
“In order to manage successful, and lead successful, you have to have a vision of where you want to go and then you 
must say what the practical steps you need to take to actually get there,” as stated by Meakem as another view of his 
on how to be successful. 
 
Different opinions were formed from the presentation Meakem gave from different audience members. 

Craig McNair, a journalism student at Penn State New Kensington stated, “I felt that a lot of things he had to say were 
contradicting, hypocritical and illogical.  He wanted to stress the fact that students shouldn’t be bailed out financially 
by the government due to his generalization that most students take six years to graduate, smoke, drink and party 
all the way through college.  His views on politics benefit rich business owners like himself while leaving those less 
fortunate Americans to fend for themselves.  He also stated that America was able to win wars due to the teamwork 
and unity of the troops that served but doesn’t feel that those same ideas of unity amongst those fortunate and less 
fortunate American citizens is important.”
 
Although, some audience members claimed to enjoy the intimate setting where there questions could be answered 
throughout the presentation. “I loved the fact that he talked and we could respond at any time,” stated by David 
Grimm, an audience member who is a part of the local community in regards of how this speech was an enjoyable 
experience for him. 

Glen Meakem Speaks At PSNK
Andrea Jean Conlon
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By Alexandra Smith

HERMITAGE, Pa. – Leasing company Co-eXprise is 
assisting in negotiating Marcellus and Utica shale leases 
for hundreds of Mercer County landowners in the Penn-
Ohio group by helping to arrange leases with drilling 
companies. 

Property owners showed up at the Hermitage Veterans of 
Foreign Wars building on Thursday, Nov. 10 for a mass 
lease-signing. Some of the landowners decided to join the 
newly created Penn-Ohio group that was organized for the 
occasion.

Chris Cracraft and Bill Smith, sales directors of Co-eXprise 
Inc., spoke at the event and acted for the landowners to 
help negotiate leases with the Hilcorp drilling company, 
an operator that is a competitor to gas companies such as 
Shell Oil, Chesapeake Appalachia, and Chevron. 

“The deal will provide them with a $3,000 gross per 
acre bonus payment, plus the landowners will share 
a 17 percent gross royalty payment,” Smith said of the 
arrangement.

The drilling company pays the bonus for the rights to hold 
the property under lease for a specified period. 
For the Penn-Ohio group, the lease is five years with a five 
year option to renew.

If the company drills a well during the lease period, the 
landowners will share 17 percent of the value on whatever 
comes up in the way of gas, oil or constituents of the fuel, 
pro rated based on their acreage. It doesn’t matter where 
the production comes from in the unit; all the landowners 
are in a pool. 

In a typical lease, landowners have a right to audit the 
books and records of a drilling company if they don’t 
believe the figures provided by the energy company. This 
right of the landowners gives the company an incentive to 
be extremely accurate in their payouts. 

Co-eXprise’s fee is going to be anywhere from $150 to 
$240 of each $3,000 per acre received by the landowners, 
depending on their specific contract. If the landowners 
sign up, they acquire 95 percent of the bonus money Co-
eXprise earns.

More than 460 people showed up for the signup when word 
about the leasing terms spread among the landowners, 
according to Smith, also a Pennsylvania resident.

An anonymous landowner voiced his opinion during the 
meeting, “We don’t know you and this seems too good to 
be true, how do we know that you guys are legitimate?” 
Smith replied to the landowner by stating that Co-eXprise 
would be willing to give references of current customers 
so that the landowners could make their own judgments 
about the company. 

Co-eXprise processed the leases, which represent 400 
acres, and put all of the information into their GIS mapping 
system, a tool they developed to show where all the 
landowner’s parcels are located on a map. The company 
uses it in reference of recruiting and leasing acreage. 

The Mercer county area alone contains 5,000 acres that 
are already signed up to participate in the process, Smith 
said, but not all have signed leases. 

Co-eXprise is an oil and gas company that reaches out 
to about 180 different drilling companies to find the best 
leasing offer for landowners. 

“We are here to represent the landowners, not the oil and 
gas companies,” Cracraft explained. “We want them to 
get a better deal in monetary and leasing terms, so they 
don’t get taken advantage of.” 

The company is looking to help landowners who own one 
or more acres to lease.

Mercer County is made up of 430,080 acres and some of 
those acres have already been leased to Atlas, a drilling 
company who made deals with landowners in the 1990s. 
The landowners under contracts with Atlas are unable to 
sign with Co-eXprise.  

People whose properties qualify for leasing on those 
terms can still get a leasing deal by calling Co-eXprise.

So far, landowners from nine of the 48 municipalities 
of Mercer County are involved as well as five in Beaver 
County and 20 from Lawrence County. 

Leasing Company Helps Landowners with Marcellus Shale
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PITTSBURGH -- Local artist David D’Incau has shown signs of success through 
freelance work received throughout the local area.

David D’Incau, a graduate from Savannah College of Art and Design in 2009, 
earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Fine Arts specializing in Illustration. A short two 
years later, D’Incau’s artwork is already popping up throughout the Pittsburgh 
area. His artwork can be seen on posters for shows and events, magazines, and 
newspapers found throughout the local community.

The Bicycle Times Magazine, based in Pittsburgh, showcased D’Incau’s art on its 
front cover for the April edition. In this edition of the magazine, D’Incau’s artwork 
also appeared within the magazine to accent articles.  D’Incau stated, “it’s the 
very first thing you see.  The cover always helps to sell a magazine.  Having that 
opportunity definitely was cool, to see it in a grocery store or bicycle shop.”

D’Incau has also done charity and non-profit freelance work. D’Incau said, “I’ve 
done other freelance jobs but most of them are either contributions or dona-
tions, just to get some publicity and for the cause. It’s cool to challenge yourself 
based on the theme. I did a poster for Haiti whenever they had the earthquake 
there a few years ago and non-profit organizations create these opportunities for 
artists and other designers to create a poster and donate that design or poster to the cause.  People then would buy 
these prints and the profits would go towards that foundation.  I also painted a bookcase for a non-profit organization 
called Beginning With Books.”
 
Through awards D’Incau has gained success and recognition to help further his career.  D’Incau stated, “at the 
Savannah College of Art and Design’s SCADDY Awards, I won a silver award for poster design. I did that poster for a 
poster design class that was an oxymoron about war and peace. It went over pretty well and I think the concept is 
pretty interesting. It was put in an exhibition for that awards show.” The Savannah College of Art and Design’s SCAD-
DY Awards honor student achievement in advertising and related creative disciplines.  
 
D’Incau’s achievements have enabled him to venture out of his studio and into the classroom. D’Incau taught an 
art class to students attending the Pittsburgh Center for the Arts in Shadyside. D’Incau stated, “I was the instructor 
at the summer camp and every week they would have different courses available like film, print making, and crafts 
classes for the younger students. The students were between seven and eleven and it was an illustration and anima-
tion class for a week in the summer.”  
 
In order to be an artist in today’s world, D’Incau suggests that, “It’s really really hard. You have to be focused on your 
work and promote yourself.” D’Incau has made his way to where he is with that technique. The Pittsburgh area has 
seen D’Incau’s art pop up and flourish quite prominently recently. At the rate he is going it is likely the area will con-
tinue to see his work featured locally.

You can visit David D’Incau’s website at http://ddincaujr.com to view his onlline gallery.  

Local Artist Finds Success
By Andrea Jean Conlon

Pittsburgh artist David D’Incau at 
work. (Photo by Andrea Jean Conlon)
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PeT Corner
Royal Points: Tail Of A Siamese Cat
By Jennifer Phillips

Siamese cats have held a special place in the hearts of many throughout 
history.  Their striking looks and unique personalities make them stand out 
among the variety of breeds of cats.  The fondness for Siamese cats can be 
seen by their many appearances in art, books, poems and movies.  They 
were considered guardians of Buddhist temples and it was believed that they 
developed special powers upon taking on this duty, intervening on behalf of 
the dead.  Siamese cats have not forgotten their royal history and still expect 
royal treatment.

In Siam, now Thailand, they were only kept and bred by the royal family and 
known as “Royal Points,”  When someone of high rank died, the royal family 
would select a Siamese cat to receive the soul of the deceased.  Then the cat 
would be moved to a temple to live out its life in luxury, eating the best food 
served on golden plates, with monks and priests acting as their servants 
and worshiped as guardians of temples.  The earliest recorded history of 
Siamese cats was in Russian engravings in the late 1700s, where they were recognized by their distinctive markings.

Siamese cats were introduced to Europe when the British Consul-General Gould brought a breeding pair home from 
Siam as a gift for his sister in the 1884.  Westerners found this breed of cat to be very intriguing and fanciers began 
importing them to create a breeding stock.  The first Siamese cat to come to the U.S., named Siam, was a gift to First 
Lady Lucy Hayes, wife of Rutherford B. Hayes, from the American Consul in Bangkok in 1879.

The unique beauty of the Siamese played a big part in their popularity today.  They have big blue eyes and a cream 
coat, with color points on their feet, tail and face.  The Cat Fanciers’ Association recognizes 4 different color points in 
Siamese cats.  Originally, most Siamese cats were Seal Points, but some were born with variations that become the 
other 3 colors.  The Seal Point Siamese has a cream colored body with very dark brown to black points.  There is a 
dilute version of the Seal Point called a Chocolate Point which has an ivory colored body and milk chocolate colored 
points.  Another is the Blue Point, which has a bluish tinted body with deep blue points.  The dilute of the Blue Point is 
the Lilac Point which has a white body with light grey points.

The formation of the color points is somewhat unusual.  Their unique pattern and blue eyes are caused by a type of 
albinism, resulting from a mutation in an enzyme involved in melanin production causing it to be heat-sensitive. The 
enzyme only becomes active in cooler areas of the skin, causing dark coloration in the coolest parts of their body, 
including the legs, tail, and face, which is cooled by the air passing through the sinuses.

Siamese cats can win you over with their loving personalities.  They are very intelligent, social cats that like to be a part 
of whatever you are doing.  Some cats can be taught tricks, like how to fetch a toy when thrown, which many say makes 
them dog-like in behavior.  They can be very vocal, mimicking their owner’s pattern of speech, even making sounds 
that resemble the cry of a baby. They have a very playful, active nature about them that usually stays with them into 
adulthood. 

Siamese cats are a fun and interesting addition to any household that enjoys cats.  They are such fun loving animals 
that want enjoy as much time with you as they can, whether it’s playing or curling up with you to take a nap.  They are 
loyal companions that will keep you entertained and laughing throughout their lifetime.

Kaley, a Seal Point Siamese cat. 
(Photo by Jennifer Phillips)
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