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believe the politically 
correct term here 
is “dachshund”). 
She is an avid 
sports fan, following 
the Penguins, the 
Steelers, and, 
of course, the 
Nittany Lions. In 
fact, “Stanley” is a 
forerunner on the list 
of possible names 
she has made for her 
future wiener dog. 

Already familiar with 
the AKS through 
her association 
with THON, Spina 
began attending 
meetings shortly 
after graduation and 
officially became a board member in 2004. Always one 
to get her hands dirty, she began organizing events such 
as a Just Ducky Tour for alumni and students and most 
recently, along with fellow board member Ashley Traini, 
the Alumni Central Tent at last year’s Fall Festival. She 
enjoys the camaraderie of the AKS, noting “the love of the 
blue and white” as a common bond that cannot be found 
in the workplace.

Spina feels strongly that alumni should be “cheerleaders 
for the students.” She understands well the challenges 
that students face but encourages them to “thrive in every 
minute of it.” Recalling her own glory days at Penn State 
New Kensington, she fervently declares that she would 
exchange “18 credits, three clubs, and a broken ankle” 
(sustained during a campus Powder Puff football game) 
for the hassles of the real world any day. 

Find Vera Spina and other local alumni by searching 
“Alle-Kiski Society, Penn State Alumni Association” on 
Facebook. For more information about meetings or 
events, contact Melissa Gemballa, SGA Alumni Affairs 
Rep, by e-mail at mag5320@psu.edu.

Alumnus Vera Spina Recalls “Glory Days at PSNK”
By Melissa Gemballa

“I’m here to ‘wow’ you,” Kelly Sieja declared at the January 
meeting of the Alle-Kiski Society (AKS), the local chapter 
of the Penn State Alumni Association. 

Sieja, an applied psychology major and THON Chair at 
Penn State New Kensington, revealed that THON’s current 
fundraising efforts totaled $32,000, with two canning 
weekends still to go. This total was already in excess 
of that reached in the previous year, which incidentally 
had set a campus record. Sieja, however, was still not 
satisfied. She confided to the AKS board that she would 
like to reach $50,000. 

“Oohing” and “aahing” louder perhaps than anybody else 
was Vera Spina, one of the youngest members of the AKS 
board. Having served as THON Chair during her time at 
Penn State New Kensington, she recalls the work needed 
to raise just $10,000. In fact, Spina created the first ever 
Mr. PSU pageant to aid fundraising efforts during her time 
in office. Male contestants solicited sponsors, modeled 
casual, evening, and even swim wear, and finally subjected 
themselves to a Q & A session as part of the competition. 
The event not only generated the needed funds but also 
features as one of Spina’s most cherished memories. She 
claims that the pageant scepter and crown are most likely 
still stored somewhere on campus.

In addition to THON, Spina participated in the Drama Club 
and served as president of Lion Ambassadors during her 
two years at the New Kensington campus. She spent her 
final two years at University Park and graduated with a 
bachelor’s degree in journalism with a minor in political 
science in 2003. Spina currently works as a contract 
compliance coordinator for the Westmoreland County 
Courthouse. 

Her job, of course, does not define her. Spina openly 
admits that she is a “neat freak” and is “crazy-organized.” 
She enjoys shopping and baking and shines her brightest 
at Christmastime. No surprise that she’s a fan of the Food 
Network, Bobby Flay and Guy Fieri in particular. She also 
watches “Bones,” “CSI,” and has just recently discovered 
“Glee,” citing her favorite episode thus far as “The Rocky 
Horror Glee Show.”

Spina also revealed a burning “need” to own a wiener dog (I 

Penn State alumnus Vera Spina 
(photo courtesty of Vera Spina)
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UPPER BURRELL, Pa. – The president of the Group Investigating God club at Penn State New Kensington has been 
leading the club in a new direction.

Trevor Beldham, a senior at PSNK, has been the president of GIG since the beginning of the school year.  GIG is a 
nondenominational group that wrestles with questions pertaining to God and the Bible. 

Beldham said that, as GIG president, he wanted to make the club more structured.

“Before I was president, there were tons of topics,” Beldham said, “Like, ‘Why is the world messed up?’ or ‘How do 
elections matter in regards to eternity?’ and ‘What does God think of this or that’ and ‘Is religion evil?’; kind of all over 
the place, and I wanted it to be more structured.”

Dave McGeary, GIG’s advisor, said that he approved of this new direction.

“What was exciting was that the GIG club is supposed to be about what students want it to be,” McGeary, said, “And 
Trevor had an idea and asked everybody if they wanted to do it.  We actually proposed two ideas; one of them was 
[Trevor’s], and they chose his.  It was the students who said, ‘Let’s have this Bible study,’ along with Trevor’s initial idea, 
and this is the way it’s supposed to operate anyway; students lead, students participate.”

Beldham’s idea was to study Philippians, a chapter in the Bible, and this is what GIG plans to do for the spring 2011 
semester.

“[We’re] going through Philippians, one verse at a time,” Beldham said, “We spent the whole first meeting on just the 
first two verses.  The reason behind [choosing Philippians] was Paul, who wrote about two-thirds of the New Testament.  
[It] was also short enough that we could do it in one semester.  I looked through it a couple of years ago, not with any 
structure like this, and it’s been on my heart to go through Philippians for quite a while.”

Shanna Williams, the vice-president and treasurer of the club, commented that “it’s a lot of responsibility, what 
[Beldham] does, holding the club together.”

“I think that he’s doing a really good job,” Williams added, “Sometimes we’ll have worksheets with fill-in-the-blanks 
and Q&A and actually get involved in the discussion so it’s less like a lecture, and I really enjoy it.  Everyone else in the 
club seems to enjoy it too.”

McGeary stated that Beldham’s leadership is “exciting” for the club.

“[Beldham] is an idea person, just naturally,” McGeary said, “What was different was that this time he offered an idea 
and offered to actually lead it, whereas before he’d offer ideas and hope that somebody else would lead it.  I mean, 
a lot of people do that, but in this case, he thought it was a cool idea and was willing to make it happen, if everyone 
else wanted it.”

GIG Club at PSNK Experiments With New Direction

By Andrew Tsou

“God Gave us a ChoiCe. God Gave Them (adam and eve) a ChoiCe.”
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leT us know whaT you Think!

e-mail:  niTTanyPridenews@Gmail.Com

CamPus life
Beldham said that GIG is open to anyone, regardless of individual religious preferences.

“You don’t have to be a Christian to join GIG,” Beldham said, “You could just come and check it out once.  You can 
think of it as a history class.  You get a lot out of it whether you’re a Christian or not ... there’s definitely some moral 
stuff that you can get from it, but it’s a really open, friendly atmosphere … we have a lot of fun together, and it’s not 
just that we sit down and read the Bible; we have discussions and we bounce ideas off each other and we hang out 
together almost every day.”

Williams also noted the non-denominational nature of the club.

“It is not a club exclusively for Christians,” Williams added, “You don’t have to have any faith to come to GIG; all you 
need is to have an interest in what your role on Earth is and be willing to learn and be willing to come to an atmosphere 
full of people that will welcome you with no judgment, and we never would put anyone down for what they believe…
we have discussions about totally different points of view, and that’s fine; there’s no right or wrong mindset to come 
to GIG with.”

McGeary agreed that GIG is open to all people and noted that differing opinions are healthy for the sake of discussion. 

“I don’t know what perception people have of GIG, but it’s not like, ‘come to our meetings and we’ll tell you what we 
think,’” McGeary said, “The reality is that we come and discuss whatever you want to talk about; you don’t have to 
agree with everyone, and everyone doesn’t have to agree to have a discussion.”

Although the club focuses on Bible studies, Beldham commented that the lessons contain universal moral principles, 
using the story of Adam and Eve as an example.

 “God gave us a choice, God gave [Adam and Eve] a choice,” Beldham said, “And maybe the real, the best part of that 
story is not that it happened, but that it happens, and we’re given a choice every day.  And … more and more lately, I’ve 
been trying to orient my life in such a way that I make the right choice.  It’s dynamic; you’ve got to make choices every 
minute of every day.  It’s a way of life.”

Beldham said that this will likely be his last semester as president of GIG, given that he has formally declared his intent 
to graduate.   Even though his role in the club has changed, he said that he still gets a lot out of it.

“I feel I’m growing just as much, even though I’m charged with leading the discussions,” Beldham said.

GIG generally meets every Wednesday at noon in the conference room in the PSNK cafeteria.  For more information, 
please contact Trevor Beldham at teb5089@psu.edu or Dave McGeary at dpm15@psu.edu.
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Diversity – “Be Proud of Who You Are”
By Melissa Gemballa

UPPER BURRELL, Pa. – Diversity: a catch phrase we hear more and 
more often these days in the context of business and society. 

According to MSN Encarta, diversity has three meanings: a variety of 
something such as opinion, color or style; ethnic variety, as well as 
socioeconomic and gender variety, in a group, society or institution; 
and discrepancy, or difference from what is normal or expected. It 
originates from the Latin word “diversus,” which, as found in the Latin 
Word List, translates as “different, unlike, opposed, hostile.” Hostile?

Obviously, the word has come a long way since the Middle Ages, 
but what exactly does a “group, society or institution” mean when it 
declares that it supports diversity? Does that mean that it includes 
individuals from different minorities in its group? Different religions? 
Different sexual orientations? Obviously, I can do only so much to 
conceal the physical features that might indicate I belong to a minority 
group, but should the group really know to what god I choose to pray 
or to what gender I am attracted?

What if I’m too diverse? What if I can trace my ancestry back to the lost 
city of Atlantis? If I practice Druidism? If I’m attracted to females but 
only if they belong to an alien race? What if I’m not diverse enough? 
What if the group already has too many members with brown hair? Or avidly watch “Glee” each week? Or who like 

chocolate ice cream? What if everybody’s on Team Edward, and I am 
too?

It is no secret that the college years represent a time when young 
people struggle most with who they are and how they fit in with their 
peers. At the behest of the campus’s Diversity Committee, Vanessa 
Myers, committee member and Penn State New Ken’s Assistant to 
the Director of Student Affairs, and Deanna Mazur, Student Marketing 
Intern, have embarked on a semester-long initiative to increase 
students’ awareness of diversity issues.

The campaign, entitled “Be Proud of Who You Are,” kicked off Jan. 
17. Posters of famous figures, mostly contemporary, who have spoken 
out about the importance of embracing diversity are on display on the 
bulletin board in the campus’s lower-level student lounge. Featured 
first is Lady Gaga who admonishes us to “shine in [our] own way.”

Theresa Bonk, Penn State New Ken’s Director of Student Affairs, has 
been involved with diversity issues since she began her career with 
this campus fifteen years ago. Although there is a pat answer involving 
gender, sexual orientation, race, religion, age – and the list appears 
endless – Bonk defines diversity as “acknowledging and celebrating 
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the differences between people … but also the similarities.” She feels 
strongly that we must strive continuously to bring these differences – 
and similarities – into our classroom conversation.

“How can you expect to have great learning without [diversity]?” Bonk 
asked. She considers it an important part of her role to provide students 
with “as broad of a perspective as they can possibly have so that when 
they leave here they can interact and compete in any environment, 
whether that’s in Vandergrift or Cameroon, South Africa.”

Consider this quote from Michel de Montaigne, a 16th century French 
philosopher and writer: “There never were in the world two opinions 
alike, no more than two hairs or two grains; the most universal quality 
is diversity.” And it’s true. As I look around myself at home, in the 
classroom, and at social gatherings, I find no one (thankfully) who is 
identical to me.

Regardless of how many things we have in common, there will always 
be some things we don’t have in common. It may be something 
seemingly large; perhaps you’re a Christian, and I’m a Muslim. Or it 
may be something relatively small; perhaps you prefer Pepsi and I 
prefer Coke. The point is that those are the times to open your mind 

and your arms to the vast world around you. The grass may or may not 
be greener on the other side of the fence, but you won’t know until 
you look.

I think perhaps the real concept behind diversity is not necessarily to 
search for all the ways you’re different than me (but not to be blind to 
all the ways you’re different from me either). Rather, it is to accept that 
we are all different, to respect those differences and not use them to 
negatively label each other, and to understand that we cannot evolve 
as the human race without those differences.

Students interested in learning more about or serving as a 
representative on the Diversity Committee should contact committee 
co-chairs Dee O’Hara, dmo6@psu.edu, or Yesenia Figueroa-Lifschitz, 
yuf3@psu.edu.

All posters created by, and courtesty of, Deanna Mazur.

wanT more niTTany Pride ConTenT?

Visit us at our website!

nittanypride.wordpress.com
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Martial Arts & Self Defense Club Presentation at Cafe 780
By Melissa Gemballa

UPPER BURRELL, Pa. -- The Martial Arts & Self Defense 
Club, with the support of Blue Pride, presented a short 
session on the basics of self defense during common 
hour on Oct. 27, 2010, on the stage of Café 780.

Dr. Robert Mathers, Associate Professor of Chemistry and 
club advisor, spoke first.

“It’s probably not a good idea to get self defense from 
popular culture,” Mathers cautioned. In other words, the 
32 rules of survival as outlined in the movie ZombieLand 
may not be the best rules by which to live.

Mathers emphasized that the mental and verbal aspects 
of self defense play a much more important role than the 
physical aspect.

“The best way to stay safe is to be aware of and avoid 
unsafe situations,” he advised.  Zombieland Rule #3: 
Beware of bathrooms.

Brad LeDonne, a club member, spoke next. He reiterated 
the necessity of avoiding conflict situations whenever 
possible by simply “walking the other way.” Zombieland 
Rule #17: Don’t be a hero.

He warned that if a situation escalates, however, you must 
keep in mind that the other person means to hurt you and 
you must attack without hesitation.  Zombieland Rule #2: 
Double tap.

LeDonne listed the eyes, throat and groin as being the 
most vulnerable parts of the body, although stating that 
the groin is somewhat overrated. He instead pointed to the 
ears as a substitute target, noting that striking someone 
with open hands to the ears will disorient him and allow 
you time to escape. Alternatively, Zombieland Rule #6: 
Cast-iron skillet.

Derek Shick, club member, and Brendan Gaffney, club 
president, continued the presentation by demonstrating 
some simple yet effective techniques for fending off an 
attacker who is trying to grab you by the arm, choke you, or 
accost you from behind. The key is to learn and to practice 
the techniques before you actually need to use them in a 
self defense situation. Zombieland Rule #18: Limber up.

Students Josh Barry and Cristina Umbel took advantage of 
the opportunity to receive a hands-on lesson from Gaffney 
before another club member, Ray Geminetti, took the 
stage. With the assistance of Gaffney, he demonstrated 
more advanced self defense techniques that he had 
acquired through martial arts training. Zombieland Rule 
#8: Get a kickass partner.

Although there were no violent crimes committed on the 
New Kensington campus during 2009 according to the 
latest safety newsletter released by the University, it never 
hurts to be prepared.

After all, we were convinced there were no zombies in 
Pacific Playland, right?

The Martial Arts & Self Defense Club meets every Friday 
during common hour in the wrestling room off the campus 
gymnasium. For more information, contact Brendan 
Gaffney at bjg5156@psu.edu.

The key is To learn and To PraCTiCe The TeChniques before you 
aCTually need To use Them in a self defense siTuaTion.
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Super Bowl Halftime Show Needs to Go
By Kelly Haugh

The Super Bowl halftime show has become bigger and 
more outlandish every year, with each act attempting 
to outdo the other. It’s become so much about being a 
spectacle that they’ve lost sight of the most important 
thing: the music. Even their auto-tuning couldn’t make the 
Black Eyed Peas’ performance palatable this year.

They spend millions of dollars on an elaborate, custom 
designed stage that will be used once and hire a bunch 
of fake fans to rush the stage for that fake concert feel, 
as if there’s actually going to be an exciting enough show 
to elicit that kind of response. In the end, all that money, 
time and hype amounts to a 10 minute glorified light 
show with a sub-par soundtrack. What’s the point?  It has 
nothing to do with the game or even the host city, and the 
only time it’s entertaining enough to be talked about later 
is when someone has a wardrobe malfunction.

In its current incarnation, the NFL should save us the 
trouble (and themselves the money) and put the halftime 
show out of its misery, or at least save our eyes and ears 
the pain and quit wasting time by televising it.  Let the 
band play for the live crowd while the analysts talk to the 
viewers at home and then get back to what really matters: 
the game.

Since the chances of that happening are slim to none, 
I only hope that someone wises up and puts the show 
through a reimaging campaign. Strip off the meaningless 
glitz and get back to basics. Halftime shows are supposed 
to provide a little entertainment while the main attraction 
takes a break. It’s not that complex of a concept.  
 
Lose the lighted clothes, the grandiose stages and the 
auto-tuning and start with singers who can entertain 
the masses without all those fancy props and cheap 
gimmicks.  Those talented few who can bring an entire 
stadium to their feet with their energy and still engage 
the audience as if they were playing an intimate coffee 
house are who the NFL should be recruiting for these 

performances, instead of selecting popular pop acts and 
rock legends purely for name recognition. 

The Super Bowl audience is so massive and diverse that 
you’re never going to please everyone’s musical tastes, 
but a good performance is a good performance no matter 
what the genre. A talented singer with a great stage 
presence is the only thing that could possibly save the 
halftime show from the joke it has become.

Of course, if the NFL keeps cracking down on hits like 
James Harrison’s and fining the defense every time they 
make a tackle, the game will become an even bigger joke 
than the show … so I guess they have more important 
things to worry about.

 in The end, all ThaT money, Time and hyPe amounTs To a 10 minuTe 
Glorified liGhT show wiTh a sub-Par soundTraCk. 
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Dirty Hits & Double Standards
By Kelly Haugh

Penguins superstar Sidney Crosby was laid low by back to back head shots last month.  What started as a “mild 
concussion,” if there is such a thing, has turned into a month long absence that might last the rest of the season.  And 
the league has done … nothing.  They contend both were “clean hits,” despite an unsuspecting and puckless Crosby 
getting blindly nailed in the head by the Capitals’ David Steckel in the Winter Classic, but if that’s the case then the 
rules obviously need to change.

What’s more worrisome, though, is the blatant double standard.  For his entire career, the officials have essentially 
declared open season on Crosby, forcing him to take more illegal hits and cross-checks than other players.  They 
allowed him to get mugged almost as a punishment for how good he is, like they need to even the score somehow.  A 
situation like the serious concussion he’s dealing with now was inevitable.

On the other side of the coin we have players like Penguins’ forward Matt Cooke who get major penalties for incidental 
hits and horrible dives because of how the league views him.  He received a four game suspension for a hit on 

Columbus’ Fedor Tyutin when even the game’s announcer immediately said that Tyutin had turned his back to Cooke 
on purpose.  I admit that he may have deserved the penalty but the suspension is blatant overkill and a direct result 
of how much the league dislikes Cooke’s hardnosed play.  

He hits hard and he hits often, but I certainly wouldn’t call Matt Cooke a dirty player.  That title should be reserved for 
a few players the league loves, and therefore looks the other way and rarely, if ever, suspends them.  Guys like Alex 
Ovechkin, whose signature move is sticking his knee out to try and cause serious damage, as all Pens fans are well 
familiar with after that horrendous and obviously intentional knee on knee hit on Sergei Gonchar, are truly dirty, but too 
many analysts, commentators and league officials have a man crush on him and refuse to call him on it.

That’s the biggest problem with the NHL’s current rules and officiating.  They’ll tolerate anything Ovechkin does because 
he’s the golden boy and victimize players like Matt Cooke for playing touch.  And once that “dirty player” moniker sticks, 
you’re the league’s whipping boy for life.  They need to quit looking at the names on the backs of jerseys and call the 
game as it was intended.  Enough of this double-standard.  That’s the only way to really protect all players.

When Crosby returns (if he returns), I only hope that the league seriously looks at the way they’ve treated one of the 
league’s biggest draws.  They set the precedent that made him the league’s punching bag.  Only a major crack down 
and actually enforcing the current rules will take his head off the chopping block and allow him to keep it safely on his 
shoulders.

Guys like alex oveChkin, whose siGnaTure move is 
sTiCkinG his knee ouT To Try and Cause serious damaGe ... 
are Truly dirTy, buT Too many analysTs, CommenTaTors 
and leaGue offiCials have a man Crush on him and 

refuse To Call him on iT. 
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MTV released a new show “Skins” on Monday, Jan. 17, and parents are not happy.

“Skins” is a drama based show that depicts the lives of nine middle class teenagers. This remake of the original UK 
series pushes the boundaries of what is considered “appropriate” for young viewers, and of course, the Parent’s 
Television Council (PTC) is sinking their close-mined teeth in. 

The president of the PTC told News Weekly Magazine that “Skins” “may well be the most dangerous show for children 
that we have ever seen.”

However, maybe these parents are just not ready to accept that this is what their kids are actually exposed to, and 
possibly participating in, on an everyday basis. 

“Skins” touches on subjects such as sex, sexual orientation, drug use, and sneaking out (or should I say back in) of 
the house. The idea that parents think this is dangerous to their child retaining his or her youth is completely absurd. 
If anything, it will open their eyes to the obstacles that they will, and are being faced with.

According to the New York Daily News, David Janollari, the Executive Vice President of MTV, agrees that “Skins” is the 
“the perfect scripted show for MTV.”

This show was created by Bryan Easley, and he and his 19-year-old son make sure that what is portrayed on their show 
is everyday life. Sure, some elements are obviously exaggerated, but it is a drama series on television. That is to be 
expected. Esley and his son refer to a group of approximately 30 other teenagers to ensure that their material is raw 
and true.

According to Newsweek Magazine, “Skins” may be “the most realistic show on television.”

“Skins” is the first show of its kind to be aired on basic cable. However, much editing was made in order for the show 
to be able to reach the large following of MTV. A great deal of swear words and nudity were taken out to appease the 
rules of indecency in television censoring. 

The show has also lost a large amount of its advertising due to the fact that they do not agree with the depiction of the 
abundance of teenage sex, drug use, and underage drinking. It makes one wonder if the people behind the advertising 
actually went to high school. The amount of “indecent” behavior is rather spot on.

http://www.newsweek.com/2011/01/14/skins-the-most-dangerous-show-on-tv.html

http://www.nydailynews.com/entertainment/tv/2011/01/16/2011-01-16_mtv_show_skins_takes_cue_from_
popular_british_series_racy_storylines_expose_the_.html

MTV Bares All in the New Hit Show “Skins”
By Chelsea Markle

The idea ThaT ParenTs Think This show is danGerous To Their Child  
reTaininG his or her youTh is ComPleTely absurd
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Former Oasis frontman Liam Gallagher will release his 
first album with new band Beady Eye on Mar. 1, though 
calling Beady Eye a “new band” is a bit of a stretch. It’s 
essentially Oasis with a new name, minus Liam’s brother 
Noel Gallagher. The two had a falling out in 2009 and 
haven’t spoken since, leading to the disbanding of Oasis 
after 18 years of success.

Though bad for the family, the brotherly breakup led to 
a silver lining christened Beady Eye, whose soon to be 
released album proves the Oasis sound will live on without 
the backstage bickering the brothers had become known 
for in British tabloids. Now, it’s all about the music…and 
Liam making headlines for banning brother Noel from all 
of Beady Eye’s upcoming tour dates.

As far as the music goes, Beady Eye isn’t exactly breaking 
any barriers or out to find a new sound, but why mess with 
what works? 

Their first official single, “The Roller,” won’t be the next 
“Wonderwall,” but it’s got a good beat and catchy lyrics 
with that uniquely British-rocker style and typical Oasis 
flavor. It probably won’t be burning up the US charts 
anytime soon but I could see it coming to a Rock Band 
near you sometime in the future.

Another promo track, “Four Letter Word,” is a little more 
what I was expecting. It’s a bit edgier with lyrics like, “it feels like you’ve blown a 50 amp fuse,” that could be aimed 
straight at the Gallagher brothers’ blow up. And who among us hasn’t felt that “I don’t know what it is I’m feeling/A 
four letter word really gets my meaning?” This is one track that’s destined to be added to the shitty day playlist.

But just when you think you’ve got Beady Eye figured out, they throw you a curve ball with songs like “World Outside 
My Room.” It’s got a very old-school style probably owed to their often cited Beatles influence, and it’s easy to see why 
Liam’s vocal stylings have been compared to the likes of John Lennon. The vintage 60′s vibe may not jive as well with 
modern listeners but it adds another layer to the band that classic rock fans may enjoy, and it goes nicely with the fact 
that the song was first released as the vinyl B-side to “Four Letter Word.”

Beady Eye’s aptly titled album Different Gear, Still Speeding seems like it will pick up where Oasis left off, though 
it’s clear from the songs they’ve released already that you can’t really pigeonhole their sound. It’s worth a listen for 
anyone who’s ever liked an Oasis track and everyone who’s sick of listening to the same old songs.

Beady Eye: Different Name, Same Sound
By Kelly Haugh

Photo by: Alexander Frick (wikimedia)
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“We hope you have enjoyed the show”
By Craig McNair

The Beatles may have broken up some forty odd years 
ago but their legacy will succeed a thousand lifetimes.  In 
a 2003 poll, Rolling Stone magazine ranked Sgt. Pepper’s 
Lonely Hearts Club Band number one on its 500 greatest 
albums of all time list and on their greatest singers of 
all time list Lennon placed 5 and McCartney placed 11.  
When one begins to think about the significance and 
influence that The Beatles’ Sgt. Pepper’s has had on 
music, art and popular culture as a whole it becomes 
quite overwhelming.  
 
Sgt. Pepper’s was the first concept album ever released 
and contains the recognizable title track that segues 
into ‘With A Little Help From My Friends’, the psychedelic 
‘Lucy In The Sky With Diamonds’, the foot tapping ‘Getting 
Better’ and the powerful ‘A Day In The Life’, all of which 
can be heard on every rock and roll radio station across 
the world.
 

The influence of Pepper was evident when Joe Cocker 
released a successful cover version of ‘With A Little Help 
From My Friends’ in October of 1968 that would gain 
popularity some twenty years later when it appeared as 
the theme song to the hit television show The Wonder 
Years. Joe Cocker then played the song to a crowd of 
400,000 at the Woodstock festival in 1969.  On Aug. 30, 
1970 Jimi Hendrix played a frantic and shortened ‘Sgt. 
Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band’ to an estimated crowd 
of 700,000 people at the Isle of Wight festival.  The song 
‘Getting Better’ has frequented television commercials in 
the recent years through cover versions that are sub par 
to the original.  
 
The individual songs like the album itself have received 
notable acclaim on certain best of and greatest of all time 
lists.  ‘A Day In The Life’ appears at number 26 on Rolling 
Stones 500 greatest songs of all time list and ‘With A 
Little Help From My friends’ came in at number 304.  The 
song is without a doubt rock and roll’s greatest 5 minutes 
and 34 seconds.  ‘A Day In The Life’ perfectly blends a 
slow John Lennon composition with one of McCartney’s 
upbeat pop bits to make the most epic song of all time.  

The opus flawlessly segues its movements together 
with a crescendo of strings and horns that bring goose 
bumps to the arms of those listening.  Although the song 
contains distinct sections from both songwriters it is the 
third movement that is most powerful due to Lennon’s 
original part taking on the fast upbeat tempo that was 
presented in McCartney’s.  Notable and influential tracks 
also include the atmospheric ‘Fixing A Hole’, the heart 
breaking ‘She’s Leaving Home’, the psychedelic ‘Being 
For The Benefit Of Mr. Kite!’, the happy ‘When I’m Sixty-
Four’ and the layered ‘Lovely Rita’.  
 
The album artwork has become part of our popular 
culture as much as the music has due to its inventive 
layout and conceptual imagery.  Peter Blake and his wife 
Jann Haworth designed the cover with the photograph 
being taken by Michael Cooper.  The album won the 
1967 Grammy’s for album of the year, best-engineered 
recording, best contemporary album and best album 

packaging due to its graphic cover and colorful inserts.   
Album artwork artist and illustrator David D’Incau Jr said 
that the Sgt. Pepper’s cover is “Psychedelic, with a high 
saturation of colors.  It attracts your eye quicker than a 
normal album cover would due to its fluorescent colors.  
The design is very well done and the photograph of the 
band is cropped very well.”  The album art has been 
imitated often but most notably by The Rolling Stones 
on their 1967 album Their Satanic Majesties Request.  
Pepper was also the first record to have its lyrics printed 
on the back sleeve.  
 
The album has become part of our popular culture and its 
influence can be seen all around us through the musicians, 
artists and ordinary people inspired everywhere since 
its groundbreaking release in 1967.  On the track ‘Sgt. 
Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band (Reprise)’ the fabulous 
four from Liverpool confidently state, “We hope you have 
enjoyed the show,” and for forty-three years pop culture 
has been enjoying every minute of it.  You can purchase 
all 13 of the Beatles magical studio albums in the 2009 
released Beatles stereo box set from Apple.  

“PsyChedeliC, wiTh a hiGh saTuraTion of Colors.”

enTerTainmenT
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off-CamPus

NEW KENSINGTON, Pa. – Arnold chief of police Eric 
Doubt and fellow school board member Bob Pallone say 
they need more funding to help set up new educational 
programs that will allow for the money to stay in the 
district. 

They both said that the biggest problem is students 
leaving the district to go to cyber or charter schools. Out 
of a $12 million budget, $1.2 million is going to vouchers 
for those alternative schools. 

“That money does not include the fact that we are 
responsible for bussing the students to the alternative 
schools,” Doubt said.

The vouchers for alternative schools are taking away 
from the education the school has to offer and penalizing 

students who do not deserve it. According to Pallone, 
about 100 students left the district last year, and half 
were due to behavior problems. 

“We lost $960,000 because of students with behavior 
problems,” Pallone said in a phone interview. 

The district has since developed an alternative education 
program for students with behavior problems that has 
cost $100,000. The program included hiring a new 
teacher to get the program up and running, but still saved 
the district about $800,000 per school year, the school 
board members said. 

The alternative education program forces the students to 
stay in the district. Students no longer have a choice to 
leave, are in one classroom with the same students and 
teacher all day, and are unable to distract students that 
want to learn, Doubt and Pallone said. 

There are still about 50 students whose parents choose 
cyber or private schooling. Some people make this choice 
because of the distractions at the public schools, and 
some simply don’t want their child in public schools, 
according to Pallone. Pallone said that the school board 
has yet to find a way to solve these particular problems. 

The Valley school board members have said that they are 
working towards getting a cyber program that would allow 
for the students and the money to stay in the district. This 
would mean having several classrooms with teachers and 
computers to provide the cyber school to the students. 
Being able to meet the district’s parents’ wants and 
needs for their children will help to keep the funding in 
the district, Doubt said. 

“The big problem I see with these cyber schools is that 

there is no checks and balances,” Pallone said, “The 
teachers are not necessarily certified teachers, and the 
students are not supervised all day.” 

Doubt pointed out that cyber schools present other 
problems. There are no progress reports, there is no 
testing implemented in the program, and students 
are still failing the state standardized tests due to the 
unsupervised schools, Doubt said.

“My son used to hate going to school because of the 
behavior problems in the classrooms, but this year he 
has said there have been less students distracting him 
and his teachers from learning and teaching,” Kim Hill, a 
mother of a junior at Valley High School said. 

“We are both glad for the alternative education program 
that have made this possible, and my son no longer says 
he hates school,” she added. 

Arnold Schools Require More Funding

By Jamie Mazzotta

The biGGesT Problem is sTudenTs leavinG The disTriCT 
To Go To Cyber or CharTer sChools. 
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MONROEVILLE, Pa. — Domestic house calls to the local 
policing authority of Allegheny County have risen to be-
come the most frequent concern regarding public safety. 

Domestic house calls usually pertain to acts of violence, 
and include offenders of all ages and races. They also 
involve both male and female confrontations. Domestic 
violence is commonly referred to as a pattern of abusive 
behavior by one or both partners who are involved in 
intimate or blood-related relationships. 

Swissvale area officer Shawn Granger told the media on 
Sunday, “I believe that domestics are not the crime of 
choice, but they occur most often due to the economy 
and the high stress level it has created that can lead 
to drug/alcohol problems that also create household 
problems.” 

In response to the growing concern for public safety in 
Allegheny County, Granger said the local community 
holds meetings open to the public in which these issues 
and concerns may be further addressed. Granger also 
said that neighborhood crime watching is effective in the 
prevention of future occurrences, as is policing the city 
streets.

Community requests of additional patrols can be another 
effective method to lower the volume of the domestic 
calls to police departments. Officers advise those who 
are concerned for their safety to never walk alone in for-
eign territory, and to call 911 at the advent of any suspi-
cious behavior.

“The police do their best to cover the streets,” Officer 
White, also of the Swissvale District of Allegheny County 
said, “But there are only so many of us, and there are 
many more residents that can speak up and call 911 if 
they see something wrong. Citizens should not simply 

expect the police to show up onto the scene if nobody 
calls the crime in.”

White said that his specific department is equipped well 
enough to handle the “normal” domestic calls coming in. 
White said that the extensive training and tools they are 
familiar with allow them to effectively deal with the calls 
that are made to his department. 

Allegheny County has several private centers in which 
victims of domestic violence can reach out for help avail-
able 24/7. 

Executive Director Stephanie Walsh of the Center for 
Victims of Crime and Violence said that domestic abuse 
can be reported via Allegheny County’s 24 hotline (412-
392-8582). She also said that Mary Jo Harwood is avail-

able for specific questions. Walsh encourages victims to 
actively engage in their county’s center.

“We provide help to all individuals affected by domestic 
violence and are committed to prevention of future inci-
dences with conflict resolution services,” she said.

The Center for Victims of Crime and Violence offers many 
other methods for help in addition to the 24 hotline. 
The center also provides support and therapy groups 
designed to help victims resolve personal dilemmas that 
they may be struggling with. 

Additional information regarding the Center for Victims of 
Crime and Violence can be obtained at the center’s main 
office line at 412-482-3240, or by visiting the center in 
person, at 5916 Penn Ave Pittsburgh, PA 15206.

By Elisa Anderson

Domestic Violence: Top Safety Problem in Allegheny County
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if you ever susPeCT a Case of domesTiC violenCe 

Call The alleGheny CounTy’s hoTline
(412)-392-8582
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CommuniTy
Ruth S. Weir Park to Open Summer 2011

By Andrew Tsou

O’HARA, Pa. – Ruth S. Weir Park is scheduled to open during the summer of 2011, Township Manager Julie A. Jakubec said 
during a Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting Oct. 2010.

Jakubec said that the projected completion date is contingent on the upcoming winter being relatively mild. Rather than 
hire outside contractors, all of the park’s work is to be completed by the Township of O’Hara, Jakubec said.

The design presented at the meeting displayed the park’s projected layout. According to the plan, the park will contain a 
walking trail along the hillside, benches, trash cans, and a large field. Jakubec said that no structures or further amenities 
are planned.

“It will be a very passive park,” Jakubec said, “Not as active as George Sacco Park.”

However, Jakubec said that Ruth S. Weir Park will be similar to other township parks in other respects.

“You can walk your dog there,” Jakubec said, “It will be open dawn to dusk in winter and from dawn to 10 p.m. in summer, 
as with all township parks.”

Jakubec said that the park will consist of an upper section and a lower section. The upper section is intended to contain the 
walking trail, while the lower section will contain the parking lot, benches, and the flex field.

Jakubec said that the flex field “is just an open space for someone to kick a ball around, or toss a ball around with your 
kids, or just let them run around.”

Alongside the flex field, there is a stream that separates the park and Saxonburg Boulevard.

Mark P. Yon, the chairperson of the Parks & Recreation Commission, said that “there’ll be fencing to minimize any hazards 
from children wandering over into the stream.” Yon said that the barrier would be a split-rail fence.

Jakubec said that the township intends to minimize alteration of the land.

According to Jakubec, last summer the township “sent out surveys to the residents and got a very good response back, and 
the overwhelming response was to leave the property in a fairly natural state.”

Jakubec said that while some trees were slated for removal, other trees would be planted. Dave Katich, a resident of the 
township who lives at 1132 Saxonburg Boulevard, near the proposed site for the park, asked for specific details.

“I was curious on what trees were going to be planted and how close, because obviously in the fall, trees shed their leaves,” 
Katich said.

Jakubec said that “there are going to be a lot of evergreens … the best buffer is evergreens.” The same trees which were 
planted at the recently developed George Sacco park, which “start at six or seven feet and are slow growers” will be 

“visually, i Think iT will be a Tremendous imProvemenT 
over whaT we have now.”
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planted at the Ruth S. Weir Park, Jakubec said.

“Douglas firs, blue spruces,” Jakubec said, “We’re not going to let them get overwhelming. There won’t be any white pines.” 

The trees the township plans to plant have hard needles and are therefore deep resistant, Jakubec said.

Yon said that the township would take the concerns of local residents into consideration.

“We’re not going to plant anything that will overwhelm your property,” Yon said.  People who live near the park were told 
that the buffer would be adequate to shield their driveways and roads from the park.

“I think, visually, it’ll be a tremendous improvement over what we have now,” Yon said.

The township also addressed the issue of dirt bikes in the park.

Jakubec said that the park “will not be conducive to dirt bikes, and they’re actually not permitted in parks, and if we need 
to, we’ll heavily patrol and write tickets accordingly.”

The park, which is located near the intersection of Saxonburg Boulevard and Calmwood Road, is projected to cost a further 
$50,000, according to Jakubec.

Ruth S. Weir Park is named after a resident of the Township of O’Hara, according to the township’s official website. 
According to the website, Weir was “instrumental in the naming of Coxtown Run,” which is the stream that borders the 
proposed park.

a bloG abouT all ThinGs 
PiTTsburGh, ihearTPGh.Com,
is CurrenTly PublishinG a 

series abouT Parks
in The PiTTsburGh area

CheCk iT ouT!

ihearTPGh.Com

Top: Cedar Creek Park
Below: Stables at Hartwood Acres

(Photos by Andrew Tsou)
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TeChnoloGy
It’s the End of the Net As We Know It
By Kelly Haugh

If you’ve been watching any of the news coverage from 
Egypt, you already know that the first thing the government 
did to control people was shut down the Internet.  It makes 
you glad we live in a place where that could never happen, 
right?  What if I told you there’s a bill before Congress 
right now that would give our government unprecedented 
control of the Internet?  Because there is, only no one 
outside of technology sites seems to care.

Thanks to Hollywood’s “blame piracy” campaign and 
a lot of money spent on lobbyists, there’s a bill before 
Congress called the Combating Online Infringement and 
Counterfeiting Act, or COICA for short, but that’s just a fancy 
way of saying censorship.  It would allow the government 
to remove any site from the web without warning or due 
process, and it doesn’t even matter if the site isn’t located 
in the United States.  

I don’t know about you, but that terrifies me, and it’s not 
just because they might shut down some of my favorite 
file-sharing sites.  It’s because of the precedent being 
set that the US government can have the power to make 
any site disappear without having to answer to anybody.  
As the Electronic Frontier Foundation points out in their 
summation of COICA, the government is even going to set 
up a blacklist of sites so it can be like Hollywood’s Red 
Scare all over again.  Free speech will have to shut up or 
risk being blacklisted from the web, which means even if 
you speak out and say something worthwhile nobody will 
be able to access it.

Some people may look at this bill targeting pirate sites 
and not see the big deal since they’re supposed to only be 
targeting “illegal” sites, but tell that to the Google-esque 
search site Torrent-Finder that was seized in November 
even though it didn’t break any laws.  ICE director John 
Morton, the man in charge of the seizures, said at 
the Congressional Internet Caucus’ State of the ‘Net 
conference in January that Torrent-Finder and the other 

81 sites that were seized “were all knowingly engaged in 
the sale of counterfeit goods.”  Interesting, I didn’t know 
search engines sold knockoff handbags.

Maybe that ineptitude and complete lack of internet 
knowledge also explains why Morton and his crack ICE 
team thought it was “legal” to shut down the popular 
Spain-based sports site Rojadirecta which was seized 
Feb. 1 despite being ruled legal not once but twice in 
Spanish courts.  Rojadirecta, like many streaming sites, 
only indexes and links to videos that are already available 
on the web, so it doesn’t actually host any illegal content.  
Not that it matters to the U.S. government and their 
Hollywood buddies.

These actions aren’t just appalling. they go against our 
basic constitutional rights.  Oregon Senator Ron Wyden 
has raised concerns about the legality of these domain 

seizures and the COICA bill, citing the lack of due process 
and pointing out that it could “stifle constitutionally 
protected speech.”  He sees the bill for the dangerous 
smokescreen it is, telling CNET in a released statement 
that the internet is too important “to be inappropriately 
regulated and censored under the guise of protecting IP.”

This is just the government’s way in the door.  If COICA 
passes, they could shut down Youtube because of the 
“illegal” music and video content posted, and they could 
seize sites like Blogger and Livejournal because some 
people use them to spread links to movies and shows.  
If their abysmal grasp of how the internet works and 
inattention to the legality of seizures so far is anything to 
go by, I think they could make just about any site fit their 
reasons for removal.  Pretty soon it will be, “Hey, that blog 
that dissed Obama had an embedded Youtube video of a 
copyrighted news clip, or a playlist in the background that 
streamed copyrighted songs.  Quick, take it offline before 
anyone else sees it.”

if PeoPle don’T sTand uP To The seizures and sTrike down This bill now, 
a danGerous door will be oPened ThaT’ll lead To The deaTh of The 

inTerneT as we know iT. 
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No matter what the government claims they’re going after, they don’t belong in Hollywood’s pocket controlling what 
I can and can’t see online.  That way lies danger and comparisons to countries like China and Iran, whose web 
censorship policies COICA is already being equated to, only we’re going to be worse than those commies because we 
want to ruin the Internet for everyone instead of just blocking our own citizens.  If people don’t stand up to the seizures 
and strike down this bill now, a dangerous door will be opened that’ll lead to the death of the Internet as we know it.  

As one TorrentFreak.com reader put it, building on the famous words of Martin Niemöller after the latest round of 
seizures, “First they came for the Napsters, and I didn’t speak out because I wasn’t a Napster. Then they came for the 
Torrents, and I didn’t speak out because I didn’t use Torrents. Then they came for the file-sharers, and I didn’t speak 
out because I wasn’t a file-sharer.  And then they came for me and for my sites, and there was no one left to speak out 
for me.”  Here’s to hoping someone speaks out before it comes to that.

http://www.networkworld.com/news/2011/011811-us-official-defends-domain-seizures.html
http://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2010/11/case-against-coica\
http://news.cnet.com/8301-31001_3-20028772-261.html?part=rss&subj=news&tag=2547-1_3-0-20 
http://torrentfreak.com/how-to-stop-domain-names-being-seized-by-the-us-government-110205/
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Re: “I’ll Tell You What Man”... CAB Responds
By C.A. Low

The First Amendment is a blessing in disguise when it 
comes to one’s freedom of speech, religion, assembly, 
and of course, the press. 

When editorials are written, opinions are expressed 
and notions are made- sometimes toward a politician 
or perhaps a religious sect for instance. However, in 
this circumstance, this writer would like to represent 
and defend one of the most respected organizations on 
the Penn State New Kensington campus: the Campus 
Activities Board a.k.a. CAB. As a representative, it is 
my duty and privilege to answer the “critics” when 
specific comments are made such “… the anesthetized 
atmosphere associated with this rural college campus, a 
campus with so few student activities...”

Let me be upfront and completely honest when I say that 
this writer is making no attempt to disrespect the work 
that The Nittany Pride has published nor is this a direct 
attack on a specific person. As a Penn State student, 
more accurately the New Kensington campus, it would be 
dishonorable and insensitive to deliver such a negative 
connotation toward any such individual or group. With 
that being said, allow me to illustrate most of the “few 
student activities” that have been going on throughout the 
campus, beginning back in the month of August. Thanks 
to the head chairs of CAB, a list of activities has been 
provided along with the estimated number of participants 
that attended the activities or events:

August:
Welcome Back Booth-300, Rock Band Day-75, Smoothie 
Bar-130, Mike the Balloon Guy-48, Outdoor Game Day-
40, Kennywood Day-19, Caricature Artist-60

September:
Drive-in Movie-115, Night Bowling-24, Capture the Flag-
22, Comedian (Andrew Kennedy)-80, Phantom of the 
Opera-30, Minute to win it-60, Capture the Flag-30, 
Mocktail Competition-30, PSU Trivia-25, Geocaching 
Adventures-23, Fall Festival-300, Candy Bingo-30

October:
Mock tailgate-50, Sex & the City Mocktail Party-10, 

Karaoke-14, Carmel Apple Day-60, Scarehouse/ 
Paranormal Activity-16, Halloween Movie/ Mixer-13

November:
Karaoke Night-30, Comedian (Vince Morris)-100, Pie 
Eating Contest-30

CAB’s mission statement is simply this: “We Plan Fun.” 
These are just a few activities that CAB has so graciously 
thought out and planned for the Fall Semester and believe 
me, they are not done yet.  

December is right around the corner and the Blue 
and White Ball is one of the main highlights of the Fall 
Semester taking place on Friday, December 10. Once 
students return from Christmas Break, they will be able 
to jump right back into the swing of things as CAB has 
already been booking more and more events for the 
Spring Semester, so keep your eyes and ears open as the 
events will continue to come from the Student Life Office. 
If you would like to see an event or activity on campus, pay 
us a visit! We are located just down the hall from the ATM 
machine and right next door to the Admissions Office, you 
can’t miss us!

Finally, as a member of the Campus Activities Board, it is 
easy to get frustrated when the attendance is not what 
you had hoped, but this does not put us down. To the 
contrary, this motivates us to market more for upcoming 
events and get the word out a lot sooner so that students 
are able to attend most of the planned events, the 
majority of which take place during common hour when 
students have free time. So stop by an event, meet some 
new faces, and more importantly, have a great time! This 
is your time, your college experience!

Editor’s Note:  This letter was written in response to 
an article entitled “I’ll Tell You What Man...The Clarks” 
published in the November 2010 issue of The Nittany 
Pride.  This article can be viewed in full at the archives 
page of our website:

http://nittanypride.wordpress.com/archives
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What’s there to be controversial?  One position opens itself to charges of discrimination and homophobia, whilst 
the other is viewed as an attack on “traditional values” and other such lofty notions.  None of these are particularly 
absolute or necessarily logical dismissals of an idea.  They merely appeal to values that one may or may not hold, 
without containing any particular arguments for either position.

Not being a religious scholar by any means, I cannot say if there are any major religions which actively permit or 
encourage homosexual marriage; by the general opinions that appear to circulate within various religious communities, 
however, this sort of process is frowned upon.  Presumably, then, most, if not all, homosexual couples who wish to be 
wed possess this desire for a non-religious reason.

Continuing to admit a degree of ignorance in this arena, it seems as if one popular argument against gay marriage 
involves the curious notion that this will destroy the institution of marriage.  Shockingly high divorce rates (“shocking” if 
one assumes divorce to be “bad” and/or rare , for according to www.divorcerate.org, 50 percent of American marriages 
end in divorce, which should presumably be a cause of greater alarm than more people wanting to marry) and the 
increasing number of couples in marriage counseling suggest that marriage, as is popularly practiced today, is already 
in peril of being…what, exactly?  Less than a means of ensuring a couple’s happiness?  

This is a rather dubious position, if one considers the view that marriage is perhaps a cop-out.  It effectively “forces” 
couples to stay together (or at least it did before divorce became a norm, not a taboo).  On the other hand, couples 
who stay together without any religious or legal contracts binding them presumably decide to remain a couple for other 
reasons, reasons that have to do with genuine love and commitment.

Indeed, the axiom that marriage is the ultimate act of love … is not true.  According to an article at www.psychologytoday.
com, marriage was historically used for basically all means except affections between the two parties.  Also consider 
that any notion of marriage as being a “sacred” institution slowly degraded by the United States’ slow moral decline 
since the 1960’s (ahem) is demolished when one considers the high divorce rates in even ancient Roman times.

There is a point here, albeit one that required a certain amount of preliminary groundwork, and the solution seems 
simple to this writer: eliminate the legal institution of marriage.

This isn’t quite as ridiculous as it might appear.  Religious marriages would, of course, still be permitted.  If someone’s 
religion demands that they marry a person before procreating with them, this practice will not be denied (though it 
will not be endorsed either).  This should satisfy those of a religious bent, as it will restore the institution of marriage 
to their respective churches, where (I’ve been told), marriage began.  Any claims that traditional marriage values are 
under attack, then, revert to the institutions which permitted those marriages, i.e., the churches.

Also, consider the benefits on a financial level; there would be no costly weddings or divorces for people to go through.  
Any financial incentives to get or remain married would be eliminated (health care is probably the most potent example).

As for the issue of gay marriage … well, it would become a moot issue, wouldn’t it?  It would come down to the couple 
in question and their religion(s), and the government and the public at large need not be concerned with such matters.

Gay Marriage: In Truth, Not A Terribly Complex Issue
By Andrew Tsou

The soluTion seems simPle To This wriTer: eliminaTe The 
leGal insTiTuTion of marriaGe.
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Reproduction is the Flaw of Love
By Andrew Tsou

Some people don’t believe in sex before marriage.  Some 
groups don’t believe in sex just for pleasure, sex between 
strangers, sex within one gender, sex with multiple 
partners … there are a host of popular taboos.

I don’t believe in sex for procreation.

First, for all the talk about women’s liberation, no 
one seems to have noticed that childbirth still has a 
deleterious effect on the body of a woman.  Given that a 
woman’s physical figure is still her most important asset, 
the irrevocable destruction of her womanly parts is a 
heinous act which must be prohibited.

It is well known that little children supply their parents 
with headaches, disgusting messes, general fatigue 
caused by lack of sleep, stress, and a higher gasoline 
bill (someone has to escort Junior to his chess matches, 
baseball practice, etc.).

Of course, overpopulation is a problem, not just in Africa, 
but across the world.  If we are truly to survive as a 
globalized species, we must adapt to the changing times.  
Rampant population growth is no longer needed.

Sure, in older times, there were good reasons to fill your 
lands with cuddly infants who would grow up to be manly 
warriors and fruitful women.  A culture which encouraged 
multiple births would have an edge over one with fewer 
citizens (this applies not only to political and military 
strength, but also to the prevalence of religions).  It might 
be interesting to note that until recently, Catholicism, a 
denomination of Christianity infamous for encouraging 
couples to have large numbers of children, was the 
world’s most popular religion.  Of course, other religions, 
such as Islam, also encourage such growth.

As it is, particularly in America, unexpected children 
are one of the reasons why we are so deep in debt 
(between increased welfare costs and other unfortunate 
consequences of the anti-abortion movement).  There 
are people, well-meaning as they may be, who insist that 
all life should be preserved and left to struggle through 
the world; unfortunately, the high costs of sustaining and 
educating these lives until they are mature and intelligent 

enough to actually contribute to our society does not 
make that philosophy, as laudable as it may seem to the 
undiscerning thinker, practically sound.

Prison overcrowding, street violence and a host of other 
annoyances will slowly decrease if we would all adopt a 
more reasonable mindset, one which realizes the harm 
caused by those cute, adorable little babies who grow up 
to be mass murderers, terrorists and bloodthirsty heroin 
dealers.

I propose that the government offer free, perhaps 
mandatory sterilization for all people.  This would, of 
course, cause short-term problems with the economy 
due to the collapse of several industries (birth control 
manufacturers, abortion clinics, religious groups who 
receive their funding from those opposing said abortion 
clinics), but the benefits accrued by the reduced strain on 
our welfare system (as well as the decreased need for a 
high budget for the police, public schools, etc.) will soon 
outweigh that problem.

Plus, it would allow people to go around having 
unprotected sex with pretty much anyone who would have 
them, and who wouldn’t love that?  You could make a case 
that protection would still be required, given that lethal 
STD’s still abound.  But I would argue that the spread of 
such diseases is perfectly relevant in this discussion of 
overpopulation.

If anything, perhaps it’s nature’s way.

http://www.t imesonl ine.co.uk/tol/news/world/
article3653800.ece

h t t p : / / w w w. t i m e s o n l i n e . c o . u k / to l / n ew s / u k /
article5621482.ece

http://www.overpopulation.org/
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What the shale?
By Craig McNair

Marcellus shale drilling and excavation is one of the most heated debates of our time.  Those who support the process 
say that the extracted, cleaner burning natural gas is better for the environment.  Those opposed say that we are 
causing irreversible harm to the earth by removing it.  History shows that sacrifices must occur for progress to be made.  
 
The shale drilling brings with it money, jobs and business to those communities being affected by its flowing riches.  
According to a Mar. 17, 2010, report in the Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, Carnegie Mellon University political economy 
professor, Lester Lave stated that, “you could have a blue-collar boom here.  Cheap gas really could stimulate industry, 
everything from glass making, to fertilizer, to power plants – a lot of industries run on cheap fuel.”
 
Those involved with the drilling process and advocating of it ensure that their number one priority is the well being of 
the land.  According to Penn State Live, Penn State University professor of wild life resources, Margaret Brittingham said 
that, “exploration and development of natural gas within the Marcellus Shale formation is occurring at an accelerating 
rate across much of Pennsylvania and has the potential for large-scale ecological change.

“There is a critical need among public and private landowners for information on how to develop drilling sites, and 
their associate infrastructure, in a way that minimizes ecological damage and that can restore sites to pre-drilling 
conditions.”  
 

While many positives are attributed to Marcellus Shale drilling, there are still those who believe that the negatives 
outweigh.  According to an Oct. 19 report in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, Duquesne University professor of biological 
sciences, John Stolz stated that, “there’s traffic. There’s road degradation.  There’s Noise.  There’s pollution.  And of 
course, there will be spills.”  

In the same Pittsburgh Post-Gazette article, Duquesne University professor of political science, Kent Moors agreed 
when he said, “the infrastructure damage that will be done to local townships and counties is going to be devastating.” 
 
Like the industrial revolution or construction of American railroads before our time, casualties and sacrifices must be 
made for the betterment and progression of society as a whole.  The positives associated with Marcellus Shale drilling 
and extraction seem to outweigh the negatives.  America would greatly benefit by relying on its own natural resources 
as opposed to its dependence on foreign countries for its oil supply and demand.  

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/business/s_671988.html

http://live.psu.edu/story/50857

http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/10292/1096365-53.stm

“you Could have a blue-Collar boom here.  a loT of indusTries run 
on CheaP oil”
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By Andrew Tsou

Disney movies have traditionally been considered an excellent vehicle for educating one’s progeny regarding complex 
issues such as death (virtually every Disney movie features a prominent character who meets an untimely demise), 
friendship (every Disney hero has a loyal sidekick), and the value of moral perseverance (no Disney villain escapes the 
movie without receiving his/her comeuppance).

However, the movies are unfortunate, and not because of any factors relating to greed or any of that nonsense. No, the 
problem relates not to the films’ lack of sincerity, but rather to the lessons they purport to teach.

The most prominent can be found in “Beauty and the Beast.” Although the story is an old one, Disney’s primary 
innovations relating to the animation of the tea cups and other supposedly “inanimate” objects and composing some 
cutesy tunes, Disney’s failure to rectify the problems inherent in the story speaks to the company’s disregard for the 
morals of youth.

Essentially, the story should have been titled “Ugly and the Beast.” If the purpose of the story is to teach the Beast 
(and viewers) that true beauty is an interior property (a fascinatingly original and profound observation, that), then to 
make the Beast’s redeemer a young woman of great physical beauty is to eradicate the entire thrust of the intended 
message.

Further complicating the story is the fact that the plates, teapots, and candlesticks all have ulterior motives for seeing 
Belle and the Beast “get together,” as does the Beast himself; even if Belle had been ugly, wouldn’t it have been worth 
giving her the requisite attention and care regardless, if only to break the spell?

In fact, Disney movies are replete with characters miscast as villains and/or heroes. Take Cruella DeVil, a woman 
with an unfortunately moniker that automatically biases viewers against whatever agenda she may have. In fact, her 
motives are no more or less reprehensible or laudable than those of any businessperson attempting to profit from the 
creation of clothing made from animals. If Cruella is a true villain, then all people who create or wear products made of 
leather, wool, and other similar materials are equally culpable. The plethora of products offered by at least one website 
illustrates the absurdity of this.

Or consider Toy Story, in which a boy who plays with dolls far past the “normal” age is cast as the Good Guy, whereas 
Sid, who acts as most boys his age would, what with the explosives and creative dismantling and reassembling, is 
unfairly shown as the Bad Guy.

Ultimately, the easy, often stereotypical world seen in Disney creations is perpetually shallow and a horrible means 
of teaching young children about the world: take for example Mickey Mouse’s dog, Pluto, who exhibits absolutely no 
personality save following his master around and conveniently growling and leaping about at the right moments. This 
may be entertaining, but it is hardly useful as an educational tool.

Although not primarily a Disney creation, even if Disney has had some involvement with it, the cartoon strip “Peanuts” 
contains several problems, the most prominent being a subtle form of racism, perhaps the most abject form of all. 
If racism is portrayed openly, with epithets and open threats, it is much easier to condemn. However, consider the 

Pluto: Not a Planet or a Good Role Model For Children

ulTimaTely, The easy, ofTen sTereoTyPiCal world seen in disney 
CreaTions is PerPeTually shallow and a horrible means of TeaChinG 

younG Children abouT The world.
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manner in which it is presented in the context of Peanuts, which introduced a token black character in the late 1960′s, 
presumably as an attempt at being “open-minded.”

Franklin (did you even know his name?) has absolutely no personality and is presented as a “filler” character, perpetually 
on the sidelines, and on those rare occasions when he is granted a chance to speak, it is never a punchline or a 
memorable phrase. Contrast this with the other minor Peanuts characters, who all have distinctive elements (besides 
the color of their skin, that is): Marcy is the nerdy, always-right foil to Peppermint Patty, who herself is a bizarre creature 
who seems incapable of realizing that Snoopy is not a human; Pigpen, as his name suggests, is a slob of a child; even 
Frieda has “naturally curly hair” that is actually the subject of dialogue within the strip.

Poor Franklin isn’t even given one of these token fragments, leaving him with an oddly passive temperament that 
makes one wonder why he even bothers to hang out with Charlie Brown and co. in the first place. In my experience, kids 
like Franklin tend to stay at home, composing diaries filled with self-loathing and jealousy for their more lively peers …
actually, Charlie Brown fits that mold as well, but at least his self-pity is out in the open, giving the others a motive for 
keeping him around (in case you haven’t noticed, it’s always fun to be around the kid who never does anything right, 
because he’s a good source of comic relief and makes you feel better about yourself).

No, Franklin is the most forgettable character in the strip, even more dispensable than the adults who, in the feature 
films, speak with approximately the same level of clarity and intelligibility as the bumper cars operators at Kennywood.

Essentially, Disney and their peers misrepresent reality for the purpose of manufacturing feel-good films that reduce 
the complexities of humanity’s moral struggle to depressingly one-dimensional, often misguided allegories, not to 
mention racism masquerading as tolerance. This would perhaps not be quite as malevolent were the products marketed 
towards adults, who, one would hope, possess the requisite facilities to see past this façade, but because Disney’s 
primary audience is an indiscriminate, unthinking assemblage of people who have not yet learned to think, this failing 
goes unnoticed. The presence of cute characters and catchy songs further inoculates the films from criticism, as well 
as placating parents who are happy to see their children so happy.

I’m surprised more companies haven’t adopted this strategy. Oh, wait …
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Pride (n): Or, Why the Dictionary Still Matters
By Andrew Tsou

Say it loud! I’m white and I’m … not proud.

That’s not to say that I’m ashamed to be white, it’s just 
that I don’t see any reason to be proud about it. Similar-
ly, I don’t take any pride in having brown hair. I’ve never 
seen “left-handed pride” posters, and to the best of my 
knowledge, there’s no “freckled power!” movement. 
So why is there a “gay pride” movement and a slew of 
events intended to promote diversity by focusing on is-
sues that only represent differences to the most narrow-
minded of people?

The Merriam-Webster dictionary gives one definition of 
“pride” as “a reasonable or justifiable self-respect.” I 
can understand someone being proud of a 4.0 GPA or a 
piece of art that they created, but to be proud of a trait 
that one is born with is about as sensible as being proud 
of being born in a certain country … which reminds me, 
for as much as I am grateful and thankful to be a native-
born citizen of the United States, I can’t honestly say that 

I’m proud to be an American. I’ve never fought in a war 
or run for elective office or done anything else that would 
even remotely allow me to consider myself “proud” in 
that sense.

Back to the dictionary, another definition of pride is “the 
best in a group or class.” Continuing to propagate the 
ideas of “black pride” or “gay pride” is just as foolishly 
divisive as any recognized racist speech or action.

An article on the website In These Times argues that 
events such as Black History Month (that would be this 
month, February, in case you weren’t paying attention) 
are key to “addressing the lengthening legacy of our rac-
ist past.” That’s all well and good, but continually placing 
an emphasis on skin color, even if it’s well-intentioned, is 
only going to continue to highlight a completely arbitrary 
and meaningless difference between people and actu-
ally foster the possibility of racism.

For example, President Obama is constantly referred 
to as America’s first African-American president, and it 
is unfortunate that this is destined to be a description 
with which he will be saddled with in the history books 
for some time to come. This description says nothing 
about his policies and focuses on an issue that has little 
to do with anything he may accomplish but rather on an 
insignificant aspect of his being (everyone knows that 
Abraham Lincoln was the tallest president, but that’s not 
what people remember him for). While constantly refer-
ring to president Obama as “African-American” is not 
in itself racist, it does continue to imply that there are 
significant differences between races, while in fact any 
differences that exist are purely sociological and only 
exaggerated by creations such as Black History Month. 
Indeed, as an article in the Cincinnati Enquirer recog-
nized, separating “black history” from the rest of “Ameri-
can history” does all concerned a great disservice.

Yet another problem is that because Black History Month 

is more about celebrating “Black History” than correcting 
myths, it is less than useful as a means of fighting rac-
ism as an article published in USA Today points out. 

Truly respecting diversity is a matter of respecting other 
people’s opinions and choices. A person chooses to sub-
scribe to a certain religion or to promote a given political 
agenda. A person does not choose to be born with white 
or black skin, or to be born in one particular country, or 
to be attracted to men or women or both (or neither…). 
Instead of promoting “diversity” in meaningless arenas, 
we should spend our time recognizing where we truly dif-
fer and then working to find common ground from there. 
You can’t fight racism by continuing to assert that there 
are differences between races when it is assertions such 
as that that have led to the problems that we have now.

Editor’s Note:  The links for the news material discussed 
in this article can be found on our website.

ConTinually PlaCinG an emPhasis on skin Color ... is only 
GoinG To ... fosTer The PossibiliTy of raCism.
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The Simple Joys of Catholicism
By Andrew Tsou

Because I’m a good Catholic, I’m relieved when I hear about infants dying. Provided they’ve been baptized, of course. 
I am frequently baffled by Catholics who seem mortified when a very young child dies. Take, for example, a thread at 
forums.catholic.com, which involves a person who has lost a child and has, accordingly, lost their faith. This is hardly 
a singular example. However, it’s puzzling; assuming one has their child’s best interests in mind, you would think that 
they would be delighted that their child has been admitted to heaven.

Another discussion at forums.catholic.com clearly establishes that young children are incapable of committing mortal 
sin, and given this fact, if they have been baptized, their union with God cannot be said to have been truly severed. Yes, 
salvation is as simple as being baptized at birth. Baptized children who die before they turn seven “enter immediately 
into the presence of God” (as stated by John Walsh in his book “Tears of Rage”).

It should be noted that this is not to suggest that children are incapable of sin. A recent pamphlet (“Seven Frequently 
Asked Questions About Children and the Sacrament of Reconciliation”) suggests that children should still go to 
confession for the matter of confessing venial sins; however, as the online Catholic Encyclopedia establishes, venial 
sin “does not destroy…the principle of union with God, nor deprive the soul of sanctifying grace, and it is intrinsically 
reparable.” It is essentially a lesser matter than mortal sin, and because it is mortal sin that severs one’s relationship 
with God, that is the type of sin we should be concerned with.

Some may claim that it is callous to suggest that people, especially the parents of a dead child, should be joyous about 
the child’s death. I would counter that the true callousness would be the selfishness of those who are still living. If a 
person lives long enough to be capable of committing mortal sin, they are in danger of jeopardizing their relationship 
with God and effectively condemning themselves. However, if they die before they are seven, they’ll never have the 
chance to turn their back on the church and risk going to that place of “eternal fire” with the “gnashing of teeth” and 
all that fun stuff.

Particularly considering that any pleasures that may be found on Earth surely pale in comparison to those that are to 
be found in heaven, there is really no reason (save petty selfishness) to grieve deceased infants. Now a person who 
lives to be 85 and has wantonly sinned and never attempted to forge a real relationship with God…now that’s a death 
to be mourned.

Editor’s Note: The writer identifies as a lapsed Catholic.

http://forums.catholic.com/showthread.php?t=348646

http://forums.catholic.com/showthread.php?t=50583

http://www.issuesetcarchive.org/issues_site/resource/journals/v2n3.htm

http://www.johnpaul2center.org/JohnPaulIICenter/LayFormation/AdultFormation/SeasonofMercyFaithForma-
tionRes/FrequentlyAskedQuestions-Child.pdf




