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CamPus news

campuses to survive.  So I think what Graham is trying 
to do is fight for state money to help state residents who 
want a Penn State degree.  And we’re an excellent example 
of how this university provides education to students in 
meaningful ways.  

Most of our students come here because we’re in the 
area, because they know it’s a Penn State degree … a 
sizable portion of those wouldn’t go to University Park 
right off the bat.  A sizable portion wouldn’t go to Beaver’s 
campus or to another Penn State campus; they’re kind of 
tied to the area.  So I think we really have a place in this 
community, and we’re really showing that … we’re really 
trying to tell people, “Look at what we’re doing.  Look at all 
the successes we’re having.  Look at our enrollment this 
year.  Look at all the interest in the campus.”  

This year we have over one hundred international 
applicants.  Last year we had like five or 10.  So it’s not even 
just in this area.  We’re doing things to try and increase 
our enrollment pool from outside of the community to 

(continued on page 3)

Q & A With PSNK Chancellor Dr. Kevin Snider
By Andrew Tsou

Q: According to the “Frequently Asked Questions” 
section following President Spanier’s letter published 
March 31 at http://live.psu.edu, Gov. Corbett’s budget 
will cut “Penn State’s appropriation by 52.4 percent, a 
reduction of $182 million.”  One concern about this budget 
cut is that some campuses, including PSNK, may close.  
President Spanier’s letter said that “all campuses are 
currently viable,” but left open the possibility of campus 
closures by saying that “under the current proposed cuts, 
we must look at every aspect of Penn State’s operations.”  
What is the PSNK administration doing to prevent the 
possibility of a campus closure?

A: The best thing we can do is show that we’re 
successful, and we’ve been doing that.  There’s so much 
going on here that’s positive.  We are ahead of last year’s 
enrollment.  Last year’s enrollment was an increase at 
a time when most people expected us to decline.  This 
year will be a little more challenging because … now the 
question about closing is in people’s minds.  We were 40 
percent ahead of last year’s enrollment for new students 

PSNK Chancellor Dr. Kevin Snider.
(Photo by Andrew Tsou)

until this crisis came.  We’re still ahead, but only by 10 
percent.  But we’ve seen so much enthusiasm from the 
applicant pool that I think we’re going to start inching back 
up to at least a double digit increase in freshman over the 
last year.  So the best thing you can do is show that you’re 
successful, you’re drawing students.  

The other thing you can do is show that you’re efficient, 
that you’re operating properly, and we are doing that.  We 
have one of the leanest staffs in the system.  For our size, 
we have fewer people on the campus providing services 
for students, yet our satisfaction rates are up in the top 
echelon … so we’re showing success in what we’re doing, 
and I think that’s the first thing you can do to avoid being 
caught up in any sense of closings.  

The second is, when I’ve listened to Graham speak about 
this, yes, they’re looking at all things, but really, for me, the 
biggest concern is that if the state cuts that appropriation, 
they’re cutting the match on what it takes to educate a 
student in-state … if the cuts become so severe, we’ll have 
to increase the tuition … over time, to make up for that 
deficit, and when that happens, it’ll be a struggle for some 
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offset some of the population decline in the area.  And all these strategies are working, even in the face of additional 
challenges, like a rumor that some campus is going to close … my standard answer now is that we’re going to be open 
20 years from now. People like you will graduate and become millionaires and give us money and we’ll be even greater 
than we are now.

 Now, that said, this is the largest challenge to a budget that Penn State has ever endured.  Statewide, it’s 
the largest challenge to public education in the history of the country.  I’m not trying to slough it off and say, “Oh, I’m 
not worried about the budget at all.”  We are, and we’re looking at ways to try to handle a cut.  We know something’s 
coming … and we’re at the point where there are some things we can do, through transition and things of that nature, 
but we’re so lean that if you cut a person here, you’re cutting a position.  If you cut a position, you’re cutting a function.  
So what are you going to do?  … We’re going to be really hard-pressed to come up with significant cuts, particularly cuts 
that won’t affect student satisfaction and the student experience.  But we’re running different models … we’re looking 
at realigning our faculty and our faculty staffing.

Q: Are there any academic departments at risk (i.e., any major or minors that might be eliminated)?

A: Well … yes.  And not only us, but the university is looking at some low-enrolled programs, and we’ll make 
recommendations soon on which programs they think, by campus, need to be eliminated, merged or enhanced.  In 
our case, because our budget’s so tight already, I’m actually looking at realigning programs to try to find programs that 
attract more students, more majors, more four-year degree programs.  So part of our realignment, because we already 
are so efficient, is to try to invest in the future.  Recognizing that … every campus is going to have an obligation to help 
the state meet its budget deficit, and I think that’s fair.  What I don’t think is fair is that we put all that on the backs of 
students.

Q: President Spanier’s letter explains that the tuition for in-state Penn State students has risen over the past 
decade because, during that time, “the state appropriation remained stagnant,” while the University’s “enrollment 
increased by 14,000 students (or 17 percent).”  In other words, the increase in enrollment [means] that each individual 
in-state student received proportionally fewer state funds to off-set their tuition.  The following academic year is 
presumed to be particularly troublesome for students, tuition-wise.  How valid is this fear, and what has PSNK done 
to alleviate tuition increases for students?

A: We don’t really have any power to do that.  The tuition for us is set at University Park for the system, so we 
don’t set our own.  We have some limited leeway in the amount of fees we can charge for facilities and activities … 
and parking.  We can probably charge a parking fee if we wanted to.  We try to keep those down, though I will tell you 
I do think the activities fee, or maybe it’s the facilities fee, one of the two, we’re at the high end, and the reason why 
we do that is we pump that money right back in, and I think if you went and talked to Student Government you’ll see 
that money gets turned around, and that’s why you have this new café down here … so one of the things we’re doing 
to keep tuition down … well, is that true?  … Penn State’s a huge university, and whenever you try to do something to a 
facility here, you have to package that money.  You have to find money from the system itself.  You have to come up with 
money from your own budget.  You have to go to students and try and get them to agree to fund some of it.  So some of 
the things that are happening in the Student Activities Center, the Athletic Center down there, that’s all student money.  
Well, not all of it, but a large portion of it.  We find donors and people to match that.

“This is The largesT Challenge To a budgeT ThaT Penn sTaTe has ever 
endured.  sTaTewide, iT’s The largesT Challenge To PubliC eduCaTion in 

The hisTory of The CounTry.”
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In terms of specifically keeping tuition down … we’re a small little pond in the big pool of Penn State, but the more 
students we get, the more successful we are, [and] the less we’ll have to charge our students.  So scale’s one, and 
we’re contributing to that in a small way.  The other is to voice our opinions, and we do that collectively as chancellors, 
to the university administration over what fee hikes would mean … to campuses like ours, where the majority of our 
students work and are from circumstances where they have to fund their education either themselves, or the family 
has to really struggle to put a student through, and those [arguments] are generally heard.  

If you look at what the cost is of educating that student, and then you look at what they charge for tuition … the 
fee increases are reasonable.  In this environment, the reason why they’re looking to cut any fat they can, and 
why they’re looking at the viability of campuses and looking at programs, is because they want to make sure that 
students, especially on these campuses, don’t have to come up with the lack of state support … so Graham is being 
very active on that front, because he doesn’t want … [to] increase your tuition to $24,000 a year.  He’s going to find 
a way, and the university is actively looking for a way, to avoid having to do that, and so that is going to be cuts.
 
So the question was “What are we doing to alleviate fees?”  Well, we’re making the case about what the capacity is 
of our students to assume additional costs of education, and contributing to the bottom line in terms of trying to get 
as many students as we can, who are qualified to get a Penn State degree, and we succeed here.

Q: President Spanier’s letter said that “University employees (from the president on down) will have to take a 
pay freeze.”  Spanier also mentioned that “some targeted layoffs were necessary.”  How will this affect faculty and 
staff at PSNK?

A: Well, that remains to be seen.  This situation’s fluid right now.  I think we have an excellent case to make that 
we are as lean as we can be in many areas.  We have an opportunity, with faculty, to make some of the cuts we need 
to through attrition, and so that’s really what we’re looking at.  

We’re not in a position where we can lay off a hundred people.  If we laid off a hundred people, there’d be nobody 
here … there are a couple of programs that we’re looking at, but my main line in response to this … is, “Look how 
lean and mean we are now, and what we’re able to do.”  There’s a certain minimum that you have to have in budget 
and resources in order to provide a Penn State education, and I’m willing to bet that we’re probably at that minimum.  

I’m being vague, partly because people are going to read this, and it’s their lives, and they’re nervous … I’m optimistic, 
but I can’t promise people that we aren’t going to have significant things going on, because I don’t really know.  If 
Graham and the governor have a complete falling out and one of them gets mad and just says, “The hell with it, we’re 
not even going to give you the eight percent, we’re going to give you nothing” - Will we have to take some drastic 
measures?  Yes.  But I don’t think that’s going to be the case.  I really don’t.  And so I’m reluctant to specify people 
or programs yet, because we don’t know what the breadth of the cuts are going to be.

(continued on page 5)

“There’s a CerTain minimum ThaT you have To have in budgeT and 
resourCes in order To Provide a Penn sTaTe eduCaTion, and i’m willing 

To beT ThaT we’re Probably aT ThaT minimum.”
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Q: How do you propose that students, faculty and staff prepare for these budget cuts?

A:  I think here, the best thing we can do is focus on what we do best.  And for students, that’s getting as much 
as they can out of PSNK: going to class, getting good grades, moving on toward their degree, participating in student 
activities, and helping us sell that experience to prospective students.  And really, for staff and faculty, I focus on the 
same kind of thing.  

The worst thing that could happen now is for everyone to start getting so nervous that we stop doing what we do best.  
If we do that, then we’re not going to be successful, and we’ll have even less of a case to make.  But we’ve got … a 
record number of people coming to our open house in the next couple of weeks.  We have a record number of people 
coming to our … Offer Reception.  We have a lot of people who are looking at PSNK and considering this a really 
good place for an education, and … the way we’re going to get out of this is to focus on those folks, give them a good 
education, and build on it … we have very specific enrollment strategies that we have done to get to where we are, to 
try and exceed expectations. Some of that is geared towards students inside a 30-minute commute; some of that is 
geared toward students from out-of-state, outside the 30-minute commute, outside the country.  And we’re starting 
to see progress on all those fronts.  And so the best thing we can do is get … enrollment to the highest number we 
possibly can.  

It’s a challenging environment.  And I think if people keep focused on doing those things and get us there: teachers 
teach, they meet with you after class, they continue to be interested in you; students are happy and they’re active and 
they’re taking advantage of the things we have to offer; the staff support the students in the way that they have for 
decades, which is a lot of personal attention and a lot of interest in students’ success, facilitating the process; if we 
can keep doing that, we have those mechanisms that are bringing students to us, and we’ll be fine.
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Very few times in college do we think about having field trips. Students at Penn State New Kensington had the privilege 
of meeting federal agents from 12 different agencies this month. The group went to the Federal Building in downtown 
Pittsburgh with their instructor Judge Samuel Goldstrohm, and the Assistant Professor of Administration of Justice, Dr. 
Kristine Artello. Judge Goldstrohm has previously arranged this field trip for his students at IUP and was nice enough 
to do this for the students in Criminal Justice 012. 

“I like doing this trip because it is beneficial to the students to actually see the agencies and here what they do,” 
Goldstrohm said. 

The students started off the day with a discussion with George Buck, the director of the federal building. Mr. Buck 
showed the students where they could look and apply for jobs in the government. After meeting Mr. Buck, the students 
got to speak with the following agencies:

Immigrations and Customs Enforcement (ICE)

Federal Air Marshal Service

Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, & Explosives (ATF&E)

Transportation & Security Administration (TSA)

Secret Service

Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA)

Office of Personal Management (OPM)

U.S. Customs & Border Protection

U.S. Marshals

Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI)

U.S. Postal Inspection Service

“The Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, & Explosives (ATF&E) was very interesting because it involved firearms and tobacco 
investigations,” said Dave Bruzda, a junior at PSNK. The students learned some interesting facts about what all 
these agencies did. Most students were probably surprised to learn that ICE stated that the number one crime they 
investigate in Pittsburgh is child pornography. 

PSNK Students Meet Federal Agents
By Andrew Holodnik

PSNK Criminal Justice 012 students visit the Federal Building in downtown 
Pittsburgh. (Photo courtesy of Andrew Holodnik.)
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By Kelly Haugh

UPPER BURRELL, Pa. - Two local Holocaust survivors 
brought their stories to Penn State New Kensington 
April 13 for the school’s 15th annual “Holocaust, In 
Remembrance” program.

Shulamit Bastacky, from Pittsburgh, and Sam Weinreb, of 
White Oak, spoke to a packed conference center of about 
100 students, faculty and community members, sharing 
their personal stories of the atrocities suffered during the 
Holocaust, and answering questions from the audience.  

The annual event, which commemorates Holocaust 
Remembrance Day, was put together by Dr. Lois Rubin, 
associate professor of English, to help educate students 
and the community.  

“I continue to bring survivors because I think we still need 
to be mindful of the terrible consequences of hatred and 
prejudice,” she said before she introduced the survivors.  
“Every year when I make this introduction, there is some 
new incident of man’s inhumanity to man taking place in 
the world. … Clearly, we still need to learn the lesson of 
valuing the humanity of others, especially those who are 
different from us.”

Bastacky, who was the first survivor to speak, spent the 
first few years of her life in the cellar of a Roman Catholic 
nun, hiding from the Nazis who had seized her hometown, 
Vilna, Poland, exactly two months before she was born.  

“Because I was born Jewish, my sentence was death,” she 
told the rapt audience as she explained why her parents 
were forced to send their young daughter into hiding a few 
months after she was born. 

“Seventy thousand Jews from my area, including mothers 
and children, were simply executed – I cannot use socially 
correct word – executed, murdered for no other reason, 
as a result of all this horrendous degree of hate.  Because 
Jews were not considered as human beings according to 
the Nazi ideology and policy.”

She described the conditions she was kept in as “simply 
outright misery, deprivation of everything possible.”  
There wasn’t much light or much food and, since she 

was separated from her parents, she was forced to go 
without the important nurturing all infants receive.   Due 
to growing up in such conditions, Bastacky remembered 
being scared of things like telephones ringing and noisy 
toys.  

“I would react the way a younger child would react because 
I was deprived of all the stimulation of sounds I didn’t 
have,” she said.  Despite all she was forced to endure in 
her early years of life, Bastacky said she was “lucky.”  She 
managed to avoid falling into Nazi hands and was one 
of the lucky “hidden children” whose father was able to 
find her after the war.  She was reunited with both of her 
parents, who survived their time in local labor camps, but 
said she still lost many relatives.

“I will never have a memory, a visual memory, of some 
of my relatives,” she said.  “I don’t have any items that 
belonged to them.  I don’t have any pictures.  I can’t 
even visualize what they look like.  So all of you who have 
parents, grandparents, appreciate what you have.  Value 
what you have, because I have no idea who they [my 
relatives] were.”

In 1963, Bastacky and her family immigrated to Pittsburgh, 
where she continued her education and received a 
master’s degree in social work from Pitt.  She stressed to 
students the importance of education, saying, “they can 
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Holocaust Survivors Speak At PSNK

Holocaust survivors Shulamit Bastacky and Sam Weinreb.
(Photo by Kelly Haugh)
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always take your house, your car, your apartment.  Not 
your diploma.  It’s yours for the rest of your life.”

That belief in education is part of the reason she came 
to speak at PSNK.  She said a student once asked what 
her revenge for the Holocaust was: “I put it in three words.  
Education, education, education.”

She said the reason she travels to different schools to 
share her story is to “honor the memory of those for whom 
there is no one to speak,” and she also strives to teach 
people the horrific result of hate.  

“I encourage young people or adults not to hate because 
it takes energy to hate,” she said.  “We should use the 
same energy we have to do something good and reach 
out to wonderful people.

“If you reach out you realize how human we all are … there 
are some differences but there are similarities, and the 
key is to appreciate the dignity and humanity in all of us.”

The importance of understanding that lesson was 
driven home by the story of the event’s other speaker, 
Sam Weinreb.  Although his experience was different 
than Bastacky’s, the themes remained the same.  His 
story simultaneously showcases the best and worst of 
humanity, with the people who risked their own lives to 
help him standing out in a sharp contrast to the shocking 
brutality of the Nazis.

Weinreb, a native of Czechoslovakia, was just a few weeks 
shy of 13 when he came home one evening to find his 
house locked and his parents, two brothers, and six-year-
old sister gone.  

“That afternoon was the last time I ever saw or spoke to 
any member of my family,” he said.

A neighbor told him they’d been taken away, along with 
many other people on that street.  The neighbor put him 
in touch with people who could help smuggle him into 
Hungary, where it was supposed to be safer.  He made 
the long, difficult journey safely and was able to locate his 
uncle in Budapest.  After a few weeks, a neighbor reported 
his uncle to the police for “hiding a foreigner,” so Weinreb 
was shuffled to a distant relative’s house.  

Only a few weeks later, the police were tipped off once 
again and Weinreb was forced to flee.  He took the first 
streetcar into the city without any money for food or any 
idea what to do.  He tried to find work, offering to clean 
restaurants or do dishes for a little bit of food, but no one 
would hire him.  

For the next five to six months, Weinreb lived on the streets 
of Budapest and spent his days struggling to find food.  

“On the days I could not get any food anywhere, I usually 
checked garbage cans behind restaurants,” he told 
students.  “Can you just imagine what it is like to be only 
13 years old and not having a home to go to?  Not knowing 
where you’ll sleep each night.  Not knowing where you 
will get your food each day.  Not being able to speak the 
language of the country that you are in and be in constant 
fear.”

Living like that, “if you can call that living,” eventually 
drove him to turn himself in to the police.  

“I thought, what could they possibly do to a 13-year-
old kid whose only crime was he was born Jewish?” he 
asked. “How wrong I was to think that way.”  Weinreb told 
police his story and asked to be allowed to stay with his 
grandparents, who lived in a small town in Hungary.  

(continued on page  9)

Sam Weinreb and PSNK professor Dr. Lois Rubin
field questions from the audience.

(Photo by Kelly Haugh)
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“I don’t believe I finished that last sentence when I was 
slapped in my face by one of those officers and told, 
‘there’s only one place you’re going to and that is straight 
to prison,” he said. Without so much as a hearing, he 
would spend the next two years in prison before finally 
being released into his grandparents’ custody. 

Only a few months later, the Nazis overtook the area.  
Weinreb and his grandparents were rounded up with all 
the other Jews and sent by train to Auschwitz.  

“I find it extremely difficult to properly describe to you the 
terrible conditions while we were on that trip,” Weinreb 
said.  “The trip did take about 3 days or so.  We had about 
60 to 65 people in each cattle car.  While on that trip, we 
received no food or water.  We had no bathroom and toilet 
facilities on that train.  We had people on that train who 
absolutely never stopped crying, others who were praying 
constantly.  We had children – little children, babies – 
who were screaming and crying all the time.”

When they arrived at Auschwitz, they were divided into two 
groups.  The group on the right, which consisted mostly 
of the elderly and women with young children, “were all 
given a towel and a bar of soap and were told that they 
would shower and clean up,” Weinreb said, “When they 
got to the place where they were to shower, doors were 
locked on them and gas instead of water came out of 
those showers.”  Those sent to the left, including Weinreb, 
ended up in German work camps.  

“I was given a number which was tattooed on my arm, 
and I was told that I would no longer need to remember 
my name,” Weinreb said. He was also told as part of the 
“welcome” speech that those who didn’t work or were too 
weak would be sent to the gas chambers.

Weinreb said he was assigned mostly construction jobs 
but “also worked in a coal mine where I was too weak to 
lift the empty shovel, let alone a shovel with coal on it.  
I suppose I was fortunate that the person on each side 
of me was stronger and was able to load coal into those 
cable cars, and the guards did not notice that I was not 
able to do that.”

Somehow, Weinreb survived on the meager rations they 
were given each day.  Shortly before the war ended, 
his group of over 5,000 prisoners was put on a “death 
march” to another camp.  After two days of marching, he 
estimates only around 400 people were still alive.  

“Anyone who could not walk, for whatever reason, was 
shot and left behind,” Weinreb said.  “I knew I would not 
be able to go on much longer, so I decided that I was 
going to run out of that line and try to escape.  I knew my 
chances of succeeding were very, very slim, but at that 
point it really didn’t matter.”  He made his break at night.

“To this day, I have no idea how far and how long I ran,” 
he said.  Russian troops found him lying on the ground 
unconscious and took him to a Russian military hospital.  
He weighed only 80 pounds at the time and had to be 
nursed back to health before the Russians deemed him 
strong enough to return home.  Sadly, there was no joyous 
homecoming awaiting him.  

“I cannot begin to tell you how devastated I was when I 
found out that no one in my family survived,” Weinreb 
said.  “Throughout all that time, the only thing that kept 
me going – and I’m certain it was the only thing – was the 
hope that, if I do survive, I will be again with my family.  
Unfortunately, that did not happen.”
 
Weinreb’s story clearly struck a chord with everyone in 
attendance, as did Bastacky’s.  PSNK junior Mark Messina 
called the experience “moving” and said, “It’s amazing to 
hear stories like that.  No two stories are the same and 
it’s truly a thing that’s dying.  There’s a lot of Holocaust 
survivors that are dying and it’s really, really important 
that people hear these stories.”

Both survivors’ stories can be found in the book “Flares 
of Memory,” which includes 92 stories from survivors in 
the Pittsburgh area.  A copy of the book is available in the 
PSNK library.
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Tau Alpha Pi Celebrates New Members
By Brandon Bierer 

UPPER BURRELL, Pa. - For many Engineering students, 
simply passing their classes is a difficult but rewarding task; 
however, for some students, nothing but the highest grades 
will do.  These students invest vast amounts of time to their 
studies and make many sacrifices in their personal lives, all 
for the pursuit of knowledge and the hopes of a lucrative 
career.  Often unsung, these diligent young people always 
strive to do their best, with little immediate pay-off.  However, 
on March 24, 2011, the best and brightest of Penn State New 
Kensington Engineering were brought together for a special 
ceremony to honor their achievements.

Tau Alpha Pi is a National Honors Society for engineering 
technology students who are, on average, in the top 5% of 
their class. This means that to be invited to join, one must 
maintain a grade point average of 3.5 and have at least 24 
earned credits.  For current students at Penn State New 
Kensington who met these requirements and accepted their 
invitation into this exclusive group, an initiation ceremony 
was held on March 24 in the Art Gallery.

This year’s ceremony began by ushering new members 
Samantha Polons, Jacob Visnesky, Kriss Bookwalter and 
Corey Zell to the Front of the Gallery to pledge to the group. As acting Secretary for the group, Visnesky was inducted in 
as an officer by President Brandon Bierer.  Faculty advisor Joan Kowalski then welcomed the initiates and congratulated 
them for their success. Afterwards, President Bierer, Vice President Stephanie Powell and Secretary Visnesky in 
turns read from the official Tau Alpha Pi initiation document, asking members to uphold the group’s values of high 
achievement, tenacity and determination. With all members promising to commit to these virtues, President Bierer 
officially welcomed Polons, Bookwalter and Zell to the group. These newest members received with their membership 
an official certificate of membership, a Tau Alpha Pi Seal that will be placed on their diploma and a student membership 
to the American Society of Engineering Education, a group devoted to furthering the development of Engineers.

After the initiation of new members, guest speakers Dr. Arlene Hall, Director of Academic Affairs, and Ronald Land, 
Electromechanical Engineering Program Head, spoke to the group.  Dr. Hall praised all members, new and current, for 
their accomplishments and spoke of the benefits of honor societies for students in search of rewarding careers.  Land 
followed her by asking the group to submit advice on improving Tau Alpha Pi nationally and then read an inspirational 
poem by Mother Theresa, titled “Do It Anyway.”  

The speakers were given a round of applause and Joan Kowalski retook the podium.  She adjourned the ceremony by 
thanking everyone for coming and welcomed everyone to stay for refreshments.  All members stayed briefly afterwards 
and enjoyed a break from their studies; however, with papers to be written and difficult engineering problems to be 
solved, the group soon departed, taking with them not only a membership in an exclusive society, but also with the 
knowledge that hard work does pay off.

Tau Alpha Pi, New and Current Members – 
Pictured (seated) Treasurer Adam Zotola, Vice President 

Stephanie Powell, President Brandon Bierer, and 
Secretary Jacob Visnesky.

(standing) Faculty Advisor Joan Kowalski, 
Former President Timothy Baxter, Samantha Polons, 
Brandon Citroni, Ken Jones of the PSU Electro Optics 

Center, Corey Zell and Kriss Bookwalter.  
(Photo courtesy of Brandon Bierer)
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sPorTs

As the Pittsburgh Penguins march through the Stanley 
Cup playoffs without superstars Sidney Crosby and Evgeni 
Malkin, Pens fans are looking for another hero to step up…
namely one with “superstar” as his nickname.  And why 
not?  Max Talbot is a legend in the ‘burgh for a reason, the 
fan favorite who steps up when the biggest games are on 
the line.  Maybe that’s why Pens fans are ignoring the sad 
fact that this year’s playoff run might be his last chance to 
wow us in a Pens uniform.  

Talbot will become an unrestricted free agent July 1 on a 
team already strapped for cap space, and he’s not the only 
one.  Pascal Dupuis, Mike Rupp, Craig Adams, Alex Kovalev, 
Eric Godard, Chris Conner, Aaron Asham and Mike Comrie 
will all be free to sign elsewhere after the deadline passes 
but, though fans may miss a lot of those guys if they go, 
none will sting quite as much as the loss of “Mad Max.”

Talbot’s personality and willingness to make fun of himself in local commercials made him an instant fan favorite; his 
fisticuffs and shushing of Philadelphia’s fans that catapulted his team back from a 3-0 deficit to take Game 6 – and 
the series – of the first round of the 2009 playoffs made him a hero; his two goals in Game 7 of the Stanley Cup Finals 
made him a legend.  Pens fans will forever celebrate the mythos of Max Talbot with the same reverence they reserve 
for “The Save,” but it’s his work ethic, devotion to charity and embracement of all things Pittsburgh that led the fans 
to adopt him as an honorary Pittsburgher.  

Like many of the current Penguins, under that playoff beard lies a genuinely good man with a heart of gold, but there’s 
something special about Talbot.  He’s endeared himself to the fans in such a way that it’s unfathomable to think of 
him in anything but black and gold, but thanks to the current crop of free agents, Pens fans may have to get used to it.

With so many valuable players and so little cash to go around, Penguins GM Ray Shero is sure to have his work cut 
out for him.  The current playoff games may be these players’ final chance to show management why they deserve 
a roster spot next season, which makes every time they step onto the ice a little more special.  But in true Penguins 
fashion, the future free agents aren’t thinking about that stiff competition.  Their focus is on only one thing: bringing 
home another Stanley Cup.  

An April 17 Post-Gazette article posited that Talbot, Dupuis and Adams may very well be competing for the same roster 
spot, a matchup that underscores just how tough this free agency season will be on fans and managers alike.  

On paper, Talbot’s numbers may not be stellar but they’re consistent, and his presence on the ice and in the locker 
room is unmatched.  According to the Penguins’ website, he boasts eight goals and 13 assists in 82 games this 
season, and he’s already got one playoff goal  under his belt a mere three games into the opening series.  Dupuis, 
on the other hand, racked up 17 goals and 20 assists in 81 games, while Adams registered four goals and 11 assists 
in 80 games.  All three can kill penalties and are sharp on defense, and Talbot has been cleaning up in the face-off 
circle.  So how do they choose?

Talbot’s Last Chance?
By Kelly Haugh
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Max Talbot in front of the net Sept. 28, 2010.
(Photo by Judy Hill)
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Dupuis and Talbot have both shown themselves to be versatile players who can slip into different roles as needed, and 
they’ve both had their moments in the spotlight.  Talbot gets the edge in age, 27 to Dupuis’ 32, but his ability to make 
big plays when it matters could ratchet up his potential salary.  He currently makes $1.05 million a year, but ESPN.
com analyst John Buccigross foresaw a possible $2.5 million to $3 million a year paycheck in his near future when he 
was asked Nov. 30, 2010.  Dupuis currently makes $1.4 million a year, with Adams coming in at the bargain price of 
$550,000, making him the obvious choice if the Pens are voting with their wallets, which may be the biggest factor in 
this equation.

However, there’s something else at work here.  Pittsburgh has been blessed with 
a lot of selfless players who’ve chosen not to test free agency and have taken less 
money to stay with the team and city they love.  Sidney Crosby set an honorable 
and long-term precedence for the Pens when he signed his five-year contract 
extension in 2007, and many of his teammates have followed suit, including 
fellow stars Malkin and Marc-Andre Fleury.  Let’s hope honorary Pittsburgher 
Max Talbot does the same, as do more of his fellow free agents.  It’d be a shame 
to shake up so much of the Pens’ family, especially if it means separating Talbot 
from his best buddy and partner-in-crime Fleury.  That would surely be a sad, sad 
day in the ‘burgh.

Although Talbot is the top-priority and Pens fans will hope to see a mostly-
unchanged and completely healthy team in the fall, it’s inevitable that the Pens 
will have to give up some good players and fan favorites in the grueling off-season.  
All good things, as they say, must come to an end, and I trust Shero to make the 
best decisions to ensure the team’s continued success … unless he lets Talbot 
sign elsewhere.

If they can keep Rupp, Dupuis and Conner too, that’d be great.  Either way, it’s nice to know that Rupp will remain a 
philanthropic fixture in Pittsburgh and has already stated he’s moving his family here permanently.  

“We always wanted to go to a place where we could just dig in,” he told Ron Cook of the Post-Gazette on April 10. “This 
is that place. This is where we want to raise our kids. Pittsburgh has been great to us.”  

And he’s been great to us, as have Talbot and all the other Penguins.  That’s why free agency is so rough for Pittsburgh 
fans: our teams are made up of such great guys that there aren’t many who don’t capture our hearts and become a 
real part of the community, so it hurts no matter who goes.  At least it’s nice to know that no matter where they may end 
up after July 1, these players will always carry a piece of the ‘burgh with them.  And, given Pittsburghers’ appreciation 
of history, their names will live on in the minds of Pens fans for a long time to come.

Thanks for the ride, guys. Now bring home the cup.

http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/11107/1139938-61-0.stm?cmpid=newspanel3
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/11100/1138047-87.stm 
http://espn.go.com/nhl/notebook/_/page/buccigross_mailbag_101130/this-week-player-winter-classic-forecasts

sPorTs

Unrestricted free agent Mike Rupp.
(Photo by Judy Hill)
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enTerTainmenT
Leave It To Bieber

By Craig McNair

With his Lego haircut and feminine looks, Justin Bieber has successfully become the latest popular music flavor of the 
week.  Just like Milli Vanilli and Vanilla Ice before him, Bieber has somehow sold millions of records.  It’s sad to think 
that 50 years ago the youth of the world had pop acts like The Beatles, The Beach Boys and the Jackson 5, while our 
generation gets stuck with overproduced, auto-tuned garbage.  The music generated today in the pop market, with 
the exceptions of Beyonce and Alicia Keys, is repetitious and emotionless.  It is time that we as the youth of America 
call for better music and musicians.  No more Bieber, no more Pitbull and no more T-Pain.  Ask yourselves: are these 
really the names that you want at the top of your pop charts?  Everybody must remember that if you don’t buy it, they 
won’t play it.  

Despite all of this, there are still thousands upon thousands who have been stricken with “Bieber Fever.”  With quotes 
from Beiber like, “I’m just a regular 16-year-old kid.  I make good grilled cheese and I like girls,” as cited in The 
Huffington Post, it’s hard to see what’s so special.  Another quote from the article finds Bieber stating, “I want my world 
to be fun.  No parents, no rules, no nothing.  Like, no one can stop me.  No one can stop me.”   

“i wanT my world To be fun.  no ParenTs, no rules, no noThing.  like, no 
one Can sToP me.  no one Can sToP me.”

Celebrities are also among those who have recently been plagued with the epidemic of “Bieber Fever.”  According to 
The Hollywood Reporter, Bieber’s mentor Usher stated that “it takes time to be an icon.  That’s why I’m here-to make 
sure he doesn’t forget that.”

Bieber did, however, manage to make it onto a CBS list of stars we love to hate, along with Snooki, Paris Hilton, Lindsay 
Lohan, Sarah Palin and Rosie O’Donnell, to name a few.  

According to an article on MSNBC.com, Greg Leuch, director of research and development of Rocketboom, created 
an application known as “Shaved Bieber” that blocks all files with the words “Bieber,” “Justin Bieber” and photos with 
“Bieber” in the file name.  Leuch has been receiving death threats from teenage girls all around the world in reaction 
to the “Shaved Bieber” software, including one that stated, “I know many things about you and I know where you live.  
Just be aware.  I might just appear behind you and shoot you with a gun.”  One can only hope they find the vaccination 
for “Bieber Fever” soon, before someone gets hurt 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2010/06/04/9-quotes-that-remind-us-t_n_600419.html#s96544&title=On_
Inspiring_Tweets

http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/justin-bieber-performs-usher-at-99221

http://newyork.cbslocal.com/gallery/2011/01/19/stars-we-love-to-hate-top-10-most-annoying-celebrities/#photo-3

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/37452063/ns/technology_and_science-tech_and_gadgets/
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enTerTainmenT
Making Beliebers Out of All of Us

By Chelsea Markle

Seventeen-year-old Justin Bieber is taking over the music 
industry one girl at a time. 

In as little as three years, the teen sensation has 
accomplished feats that many musicians do not achieve 
in a lifetime. 

In 2008, Justin Bieber was performing at local talent 
shows in Stratford, Ontario, and posting videos of himself 
on YouTube. He was discovered by his current manager 
Scooter Braun, who then introduced him to pop legend 
Usher. 

“When I heard him sing, I knew we were dealing with the 
real deal,” Usher told the Los Angeles Times in 2010. By 
September 2010, Bieber had sold out Madison Square 
Garden in New York City on his “My World” tour, and sold 
over four million albums in under a year.

Bieber Fever is a worldwide epidemic that is being 
compared to that of Beatle Mania. Swarms of screaming 
teens follow the 17-year-old sensation across the world 
as he continues to sell out his shows. The most recent 
show at Tel-Aviv’s Hayarkon Park in Israel sold out to 
approximately 35,000 fans. According to Justin Bieber’s 
Twitter page, Tel-Aviv was “the best one yet”.

The pop music scene is filled with songs about underage 
drinking, doing drugs and sex. Most parents would throw a 
conniption if they heard their 12-year-old son or daughter 
singing the latest Ke$ha song. However, Justin Bieber is 
an incredible role model to even his youngest fans. Not 
only is he the perfect example of working hard to achieve 
great things, but he is also very open about his love for 
God and Christian-based faith. This is not to say that he 
is an evangelist of sorts. He simply expresses what (or 
whom) he feels has helped him to get where he is, and his 
faith keeps him on the right path. With Hollywood being 
such an enticing place for a young teen, Justin Bieber 
remains goal-driven. 

In his new movie “Never Say Never” which grossed $29.5 
million in the opening weekend, Justin Bieber shows even 
the non-“beliebers” that he has some serious talent. 
Not only does he have a voice that would make any girl 
fall to her knees, but he can also play with the best of 
them when it comes to the guitar and drums. In “Never 
Say Never,” the audience gets to experience home videos 
of Bieber at two years old pounding on anything he can 
get his hands on, whether it is a set, a table, and even a 
chair. His mother, Pattie Malette, told the NY Daily News 
in a January 2011 interview that she “never thought of it 
being anything other than fun.” Although his vocal skills 
are what got him to the top, Bieber still jumps on the 
drums at his sold-out shows and amazes his fans with his 
musical diversity and talent.

On his new album, “Never Say Never- Remixes,” Bieber 
collaborates with many diverse artists from the country 

group Rascal Flatts to Kanye West. If Kanye approves, 
Bieber has got to be doing something right. 

Many people have a closed-minded perspective about 
the teen sensation. They feel he is just another well-
constructed pop star who has no actual talent. Many of 
these people, however, have not actually taken the time 
to listen to his incredible voice. Sure, most of his songs 
are about girls and love, but isn’t that what most teenage 
boys think about at that age? Justin Bieber is only getting 
better with age, and yes, he has hit puberty. Whether you 
like his infamous hair flip or not should have nothing to do 
with the fact that this kid has some serious talent.

http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/music_blog/2010/04/
justin-bieber-usher-interview-times.html
http://twitter.com/JUSTINBIEBER
http ://ar t ic les .nyda i l ynews.com/2011-01-05/
entertainment/27086506_1_clip-family-footage-kit

in as liTTle as Three years, The Teen sensaTion has aCComPlished feaTs 
ThaT many musiCians do noT aChieve in a lifeTime. 
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Vegetarian Vampires & Haystacks: “Twilight”

By Kaitlyn M. Klingensmith

How do you begin to describe the drama of “Twilight?” I can do this in only two words: it sucks.  

About a year ago I attempted to watch the first movie with some of my friends, but it was so horrible I couldn’t finish it, 
and I wished a vampire would come and kill me because I was bored to tears. Literally. I have seen three-year-old girls 
playing with their mother’s make-up do a lot better job than those “Twilight” make-up artists, and the camera work 
looked like it was done by an intoxicated old man. I was disgusted.  

But I think the worst part of the movie, aside from the crappy make-up jobs and low-budget camera work, was the fact 
that Edward was a sparkly “vegetarian.”  I mean sure, it’s honorable that he didn’t eat humans and all, but he was still 
a carnivore, so I don’t know what qualifies him as a vegetarian.  Also, the fact that he sparkles in the sunlight was just 
really lame and pathetic.  When did vampires become sparkly “vegetarians?” Did I not get this memo? 

However, my friends convinced me that the book is much better than the movie, so I decided to give it another shot.  I 
bought the book, but I didn’t even make it through the first chapter.  Not only is the story itself (from what I’ve heard) 
bad altogether, but the quality of writing is also really poor.  Apparently Stephenie Meyer missed out on the story-writing 
part of elementary school, when you learn about writing compelling stories that intelligent, literate people actually care 
about.   

Not that no one cares about Twilight; I know there are many twelve-year-old girls out there who would enjoy reading 
a love story about a vampire and a semi-normal adolescent girl.  But why is everyone else so interested in it? For 
example, at the beginning of Chapter 15 of the first book, Edward says to Bella, “Your hair looks like a haystack…but 
I like it.”  Seriously?!  “Your hair looks like a haystack”…what the fuck does that mean?! Why would anyone with more 
than half a brain want to read something like that?  I’ve heard some baaaad lines in my day, but that one was just plain 
awful.  If a guy told me my hair looked like a haystack, I’d be so pissed I’d probably kick him in the huevos.

And I don’t know what kind of freaky S&M stuff Bella is into, but she must really like pain if she wants to be with a 
vampire.  What normal person wants to snog a guy with daggers for teeth? And honestly, not to be crude or anything, 
but can you imagine getting a hickey from a vampire? Ouch. 

I could go on for hours, but just thinking about “Twilight” makes me want to kill myself.  I hate the idea of being born 
into a world so unintelligent that society actually finds something so shitty interesting.  Stephenie Meyer’s hot, though.  

:)

The faCT ThaT he sParkles in The sunlighT 
was jusT really lame and PaTheTiC.

when did vamPires beCome sParkly “vegeTarians?” 
did i noT geT This memo?
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enTerTainmenT
Mad About “Mad Men”

By Craig McNair

The hit AMC show “Mad Men,” winner of three Emmy Awards for Best Drama, will resume its broadcasting with a fifth 
season set for summer 2012.  The show’s delay comes from a dispute between creator Matthew Weiner and AMC.  
The conflict stems from AMC’s proposal to shorten each episode by two minutes in order to add commercial time 
and cutting the cast budget by removing characters from the show.  Weiner stated to The New York Times that these 
changes would make “Mad Men” a “different show.” When asked about the proposal, Weiner said, “I don’t understand 
why, with all of the success of the show, they suddenly need to change it.  All I want to do is continue to make my show, 
and make it in the way I want to, with the people I want to make it with.”  

Fans of the hit show have expressed their greatest disappointment in the show’s possible budget cut of $1.5 million, 
the approximate salary of two regular season cast members.  According to Vanity Fair magazine, their recommendation 
is to cut characters Betty Francis and Harry Crane. 

AMC, which has benefited greatly from the show, offered Weiner a three-season deal worth $30 million.  According to 
an article in The New York Times, AMC confirmed the show’s fifth season by stating, “while we are getting a later start 
than in years past due to ongoing, key noncast negotiations, ‘Mad Men’ will be back for a fifth season in early 2012.”

Weiner and AMC have clashed over “Mad Men” contract negotiations before.  Two seasons ago AMC similarly tried to 
add two minutes of commercial time to each episode; the show’s running time was eventually lengthened two minutes 
to compensate for more commercial time.  Weiner’s previous contract expired last October at the close of the fourth 
season.  

AMC has also been at odds with Lionsgate, the company that produces the show.  Those differences seem to have 
been settled, with AMC giving Lionsgate the green light to produce season five.  Lionsgate produced the previous four 
seasons of “Mad Men”.  

Despite all of the differences, Weiner said, “I love the show; I have every intention of it working out.  This has been 
the most creatively satisfying experience of my life.”  AMC’s offer of $30 million to Weiner would make him one of the 
highest paid producers in television.  

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/30/arts/television/mad-men-delayed-as-matthew-weiner-and-amc-dispute-
contract.html

http://www.vanityfair.com/online/daily/2011/03/if-mad-men-had-to-lose-two-characters-who-should-they-be.html 

fans of The hiT show have exPressed Their greaTesT disaPPoinTmenT in 
The show’s Possible budgeT CuT of $1.5 million, The aPProximaTe salary 

of Two regular season CasT members.
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CommuniTy news
Catholicism Made Entertaining
By Chelsea Markle

Kiski Area High School performed “Godspell” during this 
spring’s musical season. 

“Godspell” is a musical based on the teachings of Jesus 
Christ with a rock and roll vibe to it. With Robert Capana 
directing, Kiski put on an amazing production. 

The first scene opened with the entire cast standing 
in a large circle surrounding the audience, using their 
cell phones. At first, you could see some curiosity in the 
audience’s eyes. Then David Hampshire, a junior at Kiski 
Area who played Judas, came down the aisle singing the 
ever popular hit, “Prepare Ye,” sending chills down the 
audience’s spines.
 
“This show was not about the teachings of Jesus as 
much as it was about the community that he built,” 
Hampshire said.

The entire show was a burst of color and enlightenment. 
The set remained the same through the entire show, and 
the cast members went by their own personal names. 

Zac Steele, an alumnus of Kiski Area and a veteran of 
their musicals, attended the production. 

“It was very easy to follow along with, and made it fun to 
learn about Catholicism,” Steele said.

Senior Derrick Whiten, playing Jesus, stole the show. 
This was Whiten’s first time being in a musical for Kiski, 
and his first time in a leading role. Although Whiten said 
he was “extremely nervous to fill such big shoes,” he 
took the stage like a professional. 

When Whiten was no more than a year old, he played the 
part of baby Jesus in his church reenacted the nativity 
scene. 

“It is very ironic,” Whiten said. 

Robert Capana made many cultural changes to the 
script that really spoke to the audience. He put in small 
excerpts that referenced people like Justin Bieber and 

Charlie Sheen, making it easier for the audience to relate 
to what Jesus was teaching. The second act took a more 
serious turn when the cast and crew demonstrated the 
event of Jesus being crucified. 

“It was hard to portray a traitor,” Hampshire said. “I felt 
bad because Derrick is my friend.”

It was very obvious that the cast and crew worked 
extremely hard to make this production so successful. It 
was even more obvious that they had a great time doing 
it. 

“I am definitely going to miss working with everyone 
every day,” Whiten said as he reflected on graduating in 
June. “I wish I would have participated in the musical the 
other three years, honestly.” 

Shockingly enough, a musical about the teachings of 
Jesus Christ and the community he built was not one 
that put you to sleep. The audience was interacted with 
during the entire show, and the music was so upbeat 
that it was impossible to not be in a good mood. 

Although Jesus and Judas were the main “characters” in 
the show, the talent shown by the entire cast and crew 
was show-stopping. 

Derrick Whiten, playing Jesus, addresses his “children” about 
being selfless. (Photo by Deanna Misho.)



By Kelly Haugh

Freeport Senior High School was rocking into the wee hours 
of the morning April 1-2 as 100 students took part in an 
awakathon to raise money for St. Jude’s.

The students, who were all members of Freeport’s Key 
Club, collected sponsors who were willing to support them 
in their bid to stay up all night, with all the money going to 
St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital.  Then they spent 
their Friday night locked in the high school for twelve hours, 
doing service projects, playing games and watching movies 
until 8 a.m. Saturday.

This awakathon was Freeport’s second of the school year.  
The first, held Nov. 19-20, raised over $2,400 for The 
Global Fund and was such a success that the students 
were eager to have another.  Both were organized by 
senior and Key Club Secretary Kaiti Pullano, who found 
the idea online while she was searching for an event that could incorporate most of Freeport’s large Key Club.  

“I didn’t know if people would like the idea of staying in school on a Friday night,” said Pullano, 18, from Sarver. “But I 
kind of reeled them in with all the activities.”

This time around, those activities included “Minute to Win It,” a competition based on the game show of the same 
name that kept almost the entire group entertained for hours.  Pairs of students attempted to complete odd and 
difficult tasks, like picking up a row of low-cut paper bags from the floor with only their mouths and without letting their 
hands touch the floor.  Competitors rushed to complete each stunt before their minute was up, while everyone else 
laughed from the sidelines. 

“It was very fun, and entertaining to watch people fail,” joked 
sophomore Brittany Hirst, 16, of South Buffalo, whose team was 
eliminated during the paper bag pick-up.

Although the students had a lot of fun, they also did a lot of good.  
Throughout the night, students worked on community service 
projects that included making cat beds for Orphans of the Storm 
animal shelter in Kittanning; putting together craft bags for kids 
at Ronald McDonald House; and making cards for soldiers serving 
overseas and for the residents of Rosebrook Assisted Living Center 
in Sarver.

(continued on page 19)

Freeport Students Stay Awake For St. Jude’s
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Students craft cat beds for Orphans of the Storm and design 
cards for nursing home residents and soldiers.

(Photo by Kelly Haugh)

Students come up with ingenious ways to pick up 
bags in a “Minute to Win It” event.

(Photo by Kelly Haugh)
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The Pennsylvania Legislature is set to enact an expansion of the Castle Doctrine, a move that brings me immeasurable 
happiness.  It is essentially a victory for all of us who believe in the concept of individual liberty, a concept that 
is sadly being pushed aside by socialistic factions in the media and our lawmakers.  If you’re unfamiliar with the 
Castle Doctrine, it effectively permits homeowners to use lethal force against invaders in their homes.  The proposed 
expansion would permit people to use lethal force in self-defense in any place where they are legally permitted to be.

With luck, the passage of this law will lead to a relaxation of gun laws.  There is no reason why I shouldn’t be allowed to 
pack heat at my grocery store, or at the university I attend, or at the parks (with playgrounds) where I go for walks.  It is, 
after all, my own safety at risk, and I should be allowed to defend myself wherever I go, with whatever force is required.

If I pay my taxes and work hard at my job, I should be permitted to use what’s left of my wages to purchase any sorts of 
firearms and ammunition that I like.  How dare the government tell me that I can’t use automatic weapons or certain 
lethal types of ammunition!  That’s precisely the attitude that dictatorial governments use to keep their people in their 
place.  No, the American government obviously poses such a dire threat to individual liberty that a civilian militia is 
more than our right; it is our duty to arm ourselves against both common criminals and the socialist government that 
forces us to pay taxes for roads, schools and fire stations even if we don’t use any of those services.

I’m all for freedom and a government that encourages individual autonomy.  That’s why I also support the repeal of 
all laws pertaining to seat belts, helmets, car insurance and drunk driving.  Yes, groups such as MADD are supreme 
enemies of freedom, although this has yet to be acknowledged by the majority (though I am confident that, in time, it 
will be).  As a proud, freedom-loving American, it is my prerogative to slam back a few shots and then get behind the 
wheel of a motor vehicle should I decide to do so.  Mississippi has the right idea in that it is legal to drink while driving, 
so long as the driver stays below the .08% threshold.  Even this limit is prohibitive, however, and ideally, it would be 
eliminated altogether.  It’s your body, your car and your conscience; the premise of this whole country is that people 
are capable of making intelligent, measured decisions about their lives, and the government has no place interfering 
with this.  What’s next: state governments will force people under 16 to attend school?

The Importance of Autonomy

By Andrew Tsou
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The students also brought over 100 toys and games to donate to Children’s Hospital, but it was the grand total they’d 
raised for St. Jude’s that everyone was excited about.  For those extra twelve hours 100 students spent at school, they 
were able to collect $3,561.

That sum puts the total amount of money the Key Club has donated to various worthy causes this year to over $10,000, 
and that figure doesn’t take into account the many drives they’ve had throughout the year for items like food, clothing 
and toys.

“It truly is amazing what they’ve done,” said science teacher and chaperone Toni Riffer when the final amount of 
money raised was revealed.  “Congratulations to the Key Club for all their great efforts.”
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To Our Readers:
From the Editorial Staff of the Nittany Pride

It has come to our attention that some people were 
outraged and offended by the editorial “The Value of 
Public Relations: Turning Genocide Into A Perk” in our 
March publication.  Although we received no written 
complaints, which is the only way we can officially deal 
with concerns and communicate with students, we still 
felt it was important to be accountable to our readers and 
address the issue.

First, it’s important to note that the controversial piece was 
an editorial, which means it was one person’s thoughts or 
opinions.  In no way is any editorial in our paper meant 
to represent the views of the paper as a whole, nor does 
our publishing of any editorial mean that we agree with 
or support the writer’s opinion.  It only means that we 
support the First Amendment’s guarantee that we all 
have the right to speak freely.  On a personal level, editors 
may object to what an editorial says, but we have an 
ethical obligation to put those feelings aside and publish 
it, as long as it isn’t blatantly false or full of inappropriate 
language.  Otherwise, we’d be doing a disservice to 
our readers by ignoring anything we find unpleasant or 
disagreeable, and we wouldn’t be accurately representing 
a broad range of thoughts and material.

In regard to the “Genocide” editorial, we’d first like to 
apologize to anyone who was offended or felt we were 
spreading “hate speech.”  This was not our intent.  The 
editorial was meant to draw attention to the fact that there 
are other horrible genocides in the world and, sadly, the 
suffering of the Holocaust wasn’t limited to those of the 
Jewish faith.  It also went on to point out that the Jewish 
people ultimately benefited from those horrible events 
because it gave them back their holy land and displaced 
the Arabs, an event which is still causing violence in the 
Gaza strip. The editorial didn’t invent this viewpoint; it just 
presented it in a different way.  While we understand that 
the ideas and wording angered some people, it was not 
meant to be taken as an informative or definitive news 
article.  It was an opinion and, though we may not agree 
with everything someone says, we stand by the rights of 
writers to express their views in the public forum of The 
Nittany Pride without censorship.  

In fact, we invite anyone from our readership to submit 
their own opinions, responses, ideas, and letters to 
the editor at any time.  That is the only way to ensure 
that your voice is heard.  The Nittany Pride is a student 
publication.  It’s supposed to serve your interests, but the 
editors and reporters can’t do that effectively if no one 
tells us what those interests are.  The “Genocide” editorial 
inspired controversy and complaints that reached the 
administration, but no one contacted The Nittany Pride.  
Normally, we wouldn’t be able to respond without those 
complaints, because second-hand accounts of complaints 
are only hearsay.  However, due to the widespread uproar 
and the second-hand accusations of “hate speech,” we 
felt it was our duty to offer readers an explanation.  

Once again, we apologize for any harm the editorial may 
have caused, but we stand by our decision to print it.  
Whether you disagree with or support this decision, we 
welcome your thoughtful responses and, as always, will 
fairly consider publishing anything we receive no matter 
what our own views are.  We also welcome any other 
conversations, concerns, ideas, rebuttals, or compliments 
you would like to submit, and we hope that in the future 
more readers will take advantage of our open invitation 
to use our pages for their own views on important issues.
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Abortion: Not Just About Preserving Life
By Andrew Tsou
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The term “pro-life” is a wonderful PR move, implying that anti-abortion factions have morality and the best inter-
ests of the public on their side.  But do they really?  

A March 22 article posted on huffingtonpost.com described the passage of a bill in South Dakota that 
would force women desiring an abortion to wait three days before the procedure can be completed, as well 
as to “undergo counseling at pregnancy help centers that discourage abortions.”  A few weeks earlier, in a 
March 2 article in The New York Times,  it was noted that “the bill’s Republican sponsor sa[id] it will better 
protect women from being pressured into having abortions and inform them of other options.”  This implies 
a certain weakness in the female spirit, one in which women must be protected from “pressure.”  Hmm.

There is a conventional view that holds that some controversies, mainly those labeled “moral” is-
sues, cannot be resolved via logic, given the inherently subjective nature of such topics.  For exam-
ple, the ever-popular subject of abortion regularly comes down to a simple question that can nev-
er be adequately resolved.  Because “human life” has never been properly defined (and probably 
never can be), there will always be debate on any issue that deals with the taking of life, and whether 
that life should be considered “human” or if, indeed, “human life” inherently deserves to be protected.

However, there are elements of the debate that can be objectively considered.  For example, no one, unless 
they are exceedingly ignorant, is denying that a fetus qualifies as “life.”  The question is whether that “life” can 
be taken or not.  Certainly we, as a species, are not allergic to the concepts of taking life; if we were, we would 
assuredly starve to death.  Even within the realm of taking human life, there are a plethora of exceptions.

The website of the National Right to Life Committee contains an article (with certain quotes bolded for em-
phasis) attempting to make the case that one argument against abortion is the pain that an unborn child can 
feel.  This seems to imply that, if the fetus could be effectively anesthetized, abortion would be permissible. 
Of course, it would be difficult for anyone to claim that such an organism actually needs to be protected from 
pain.  There is a significant difference between feeling pain and registering pain.  Surely it’s more painful (due 
to the tyrannies of memory and sensation) to fall down a set of stairs when you’re ten years old than when 
you’re an infant; when you’re extremely young, you’re simply not as conscious of pain as you are later on.

In actuality, there are situations in which life should be taken for the greater good (for example, in dire sur-
vival situations that, admittedly, rarely exist outside of hokey movies).  If a child is unwanted, and his/her par-
ents are unable to financially provide for it, all parties would probably be better off with an abortion; this in-
cludes taxpayers, who would presumably have to fund welfare checks and the like for our future young family.

You don’t have to agree with this, of course.  There are some factions that are opposed to abortion, save 
with certain exceptions.  One of these positions is, in fact, the most illogical of all.  Whatever side of the de-

...There will always be a debaTe on any issue ThaT deals wiTh The 
Taking of life ... however, There are elemenTs of The debaTe ThaT 

Can be objeCTively Considered.
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bate you’re on, you can see that the purists on either side have points.  If one believes that a fetus qualifies as 
human life and you believe that human life should never be taken, you’re pro-life; that’s it.  Similarly, if you don’t 
believe that a fetus is human, or if you believe that it can be acceptable, in certain situations, to take a hu-
man life, then you’re pro-choice.  However, what about people who identify as pro-life, save in the case of rape?

This position quite simply makes no sense, unless the person holding it is intent on holding women re-
sponsible for the heinous crime of daring to have sex.  If you believe that a fetus is human and that all hu-
man life is sacred, then the genesis of that fetus is irrelevant, no?  The simple fact is that the fetus 
exists, and to allow its existence to rest based on the actions of its mother is absurd.  Essentially, a law that pro-
hibited abortions save in the case of rape would serve to punish women for being “irresponsible.”  The sanctity 
of life would have nothing to do with it; such a law would only serve the purpose of keeping women in their place.

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/03/22/south-dakota-abortion-bil_n_839063.html

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/03/us/03brfs-3DAYWAITFORA_BRF.html?ref=abortion 

http://www.nrlc.org/press_releases_new/Release041310.html
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